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ADVERTISEMENT^ 

THE following Sermons were all q( 
them preached in the Parifh Church 
of St. ChaJy Shrew/bury^ during the au- 
thor's refidence there : and are here col- 
leflked into a volume with his permiffion. 
The Eflay oil Miracles was firft a fermon 
preached at the vifitation of Mr. Archdea- 
con Fyfe, in the year 1751 : which the au- 
thor being defired to publifh, enlarged into 
it's prbfent form. That on the Nature and 
Obligation of Virtue was preached at the 
primary vifitation of Dr. Cornwallis^ now 
Lord Archbifhop of Canterbury^ and pub- 
lifhed at his Grace's requeft. The reft were 
printed at the requeft of the Corporation, 
or of the Societies before whom they were 
preached. The Paftoral Advice was drawn 
up in puifuance of the injunftions of Bi- 
fliop North to his clergy, requiring them 
to be careful in preparing their young 
parifhioners for confirmation. It has been 
tranflated into Welfh by the care of Bifhop 
Barrington, and publifhed in French by the 
Society for prompting Chriftian Knowledge* 
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AN- 

E S S A Y, (^f.. 



|j)J()9()Jr«l R. HUME hath many of the ta^ 
O jyj Q lents of a fine writer, and hath 
^ )g( juftly obtained that charafter by 

1ml)J()J0K jrf the agreeable EJays moral and po-^ 
litical *,' with which he has obliged the 
world. What he hath written well will cre- 
ate a prejudice in favour of his errors ^ and 
thefe wilt have all their bad influence, when 
recommended by fo able an advocate. The' 
prefent is a fubjeftdf the greateft impor- 
tance, and the author exprefles a particular 
fatisfa6J:ioninvhis performance. Thefe- are* 
reafons for: confidering it carefiiUy, and for 

Jft guarding 

• The reader is defircd to diftingui(h betwixt this and 
t!hc Fkilofophical Effayi of this author, whith is U»c Ibfbokf 
i^ffTre^' cd th'rOoghoat' this*^^ trealife.* 
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guarding ourfelvcs againft being deceived by 
the artifice of" eloquence of the writer. 

He begins with challenging^ a little knfi^ 
re6lly, the thanks of the public, for a dif- 
covery, which, he apprehends^ will be of 
univerfal fervice to mankind. This is nor- 
thing lefs than an infallible cure for fuper- 
ftition; ** I flatttt myfelf," fays be, " that 
"'I have difcovefed an Argument, which, if 
*^juft, will, with the wife and learned, be 
^ ari feverkfting check to all kinds of fupcr- 
'• ftitious delufion, and, confequently, wili 
** ht ufeful as l6ng as the wotW endures j, 
" fdr fo long, I fuppofe, will the accounts^ 
" of mlracks and prodigifes be found in ali 
'' profane hiftory */' The virtues of this 
iJ)eciHck are fuch; that it e^tterminatds all 
religions alike ; as He fhevvSi by trying it*, 
ftrcrigth upon thfe GAri^rrf*, which, whei*e 
it prevails, is, perhaps, lAdre obftinftte and 
hard of cure than any oth^. Here, how-- 
ever, it has been known to fail. I hav6 giveft 
it a fair trial, and known it tried by others,, 
without the leaft effeft, and think 1 cafi 
pfove that there is no one ingredient of any 
virtue ot efficacy in it. 

The 

^ Phil$ftphteal EJajs conctrning HumaH Vndtrflanihgf |K 
174» firll edition, psge344.of the 4(0 Edit. 1758* 
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. The fecret itfelf is contained in the com- 
|>afs of a few lines: and therefore, to give 
ibme port and figure to it, the author has 
thought neccjQTary to introduce it with fome 
preUmmary obiervations. 

In the firJfl: of thefe^ his meaning fepms to 
ht to lay down this as a principle — that ajl 
our reafonings concerning matter of f aft ,ar.e 

, founded whc^y on experience : " Tho' expe- 
" rience be our only guide in reaibning con^ 
^ ceming matters of faft> it muft be ^c- 
" knowledged, that this guide is not altpge- 
V thcr infallible j but in fon>e cafe? is apt to 
^* lead las into jerrors andraiftakes; One, who 
"in our climate fliould expeft better wea- 
M ther in any week c^f jMne than in ofxe. ftf 
** Decemkr^ would xeafen juftly and con- 
" fionnable to ^xp^iencej but 'tis certaix), 

i " that he may happen in the event to fii^d 
*^ hlmfclf miftaken* However, we may ob- 
" fcrve, that in fuch a cafe he woujd haye 
" no c^de to coinplaini of experience^ b?-. 

, « caufeitceonmonly informs us before-Ha^d 

" of^the uncertainty, by that contrariety of 

*^ events which we maj)^. learn frcnn a diU- 

*' gent obfenration */' In illullratijn[g this 

, B 2 ob- 

^ PhiUfophical Efays, ^. IJ/^. 
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obfei-vation,, both here and elfewhere, htf' 
feems to confine it to fuch events as ar&^u- 
ture : " An hundred inftances or experii 
" ments on one fide, and fifty on another, 
*' affbrd a very doubtful expeftation of any 
" event ; tho' an hundred uniform experl- 
" ments, with only one contradiftory one, 
" do reafonably beget a very ftrong degree 
'' of afliirance f."' Here then I readily at- 
low, riiat in reafoning concerning future 
contingencies experience is the beft guide 
we have, tho' in many <nafes, as will here- 
after be fefen, a very uncertain one. 

This obfervation is fdUowed by a pru-^ 
d^n^ caution. " A wife man," he tells us, 
"proportions his belief to the evidence. 
^' inrfiich Gonclufioiis as are founded on art 
" infainble experience her expefts the event 
";^it|i tKe Ui^ degree of affurance, and rfe- 
*^;gards his paft experience as a full proof 
" of the future exiftence of that event, in 
^S other cafes he proceeds with more caii- 
*' tion : he weighs the oppofite experiments j 
" he confiders which fide is fupported JBy 
/* the greateft number of experiments j to 
" that fide he inclines, with dotibt and^he- 
" fitation ; and, when at lafl: he fixea his 
y judgment, the evidence exceeds not what 

y we 

t P. 175. 
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*^ we prdpefly call probability. ^-^ In-dl oa- 
*^ fes we muft balance the bppoiite experi- 
^ mentS) where they^^^are oppofite, and de- 
^ duft the IcfTer number from the greater, 
'* in order to know the- exaflt force of the 
^ fuperior evidence */' This logick is very 
juft, and what, I am perfuaded, every man 
4){ the plaineft underftanding knows how 
-to praftife, without learning it from the 
ichools, or from the author's refinements on 
Tihc curious and fublime fubje£t (as he calls if) 
*of probability f* 

He then proceeds — "To apply thefe 
'* principles to a particular inftance : We 
" may obferve, there is no fpecies of reafon- 
^* ing more common, more ufeful, and even 
*^ neceffary to human life, than thattierived 
" from the teftimony of: men, and the r e- 
'* ports of eye-^witneffes and i^flators. This 
" fpecies ^f reafoning perhaps one may de- 
^* ny to be founded on the relation of caufe 
*^ and efFeft. I fhall not difpute about a 
" word. 'Twill be fufficicnt to obferve, that 
^' our affurance, in apy argument of tlii? 
" kind, is ^rived from no other principle 
/'than our obfervation i&f "the veracity of 
** human teftimony, and of the ufual confor- 
B 3 *' mity 

♦ ?• J 75. t Efay OH Probahilitj, p. 97. 
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" mity of fafts to the report of witnefib*/' 
'Tis difficult to fay what the author would 
here exemplify, there being no cleaf con- 
nexion between this and the preceding pa- 
ragraphs. But, if I may prefurfte to explain 
it, his argument ftands thus : The principle 
he kt out with, was, that out reafoning 
about matters of faft depends wholly upon 
experience. This he hath proved concern- 
ing fuch events as are future : he now wantis 
to prove the fame concerning fafts that are 
paft. Here he is aware, that befides expe- 
rience, we have another guide, which is the 
tcftimonyof liiftory, that of witnefles, &c, 
"fhtfe he does not chufe to diftinguifh from 
the former, butinfinuates, that the evidence 
6f itftimony is included in that of experi- 
etiice; or that evei^ argument from teftimo-» 
ny is t)nly an argument from experience, for 
as mueh as die trvith of that depends ulti- 
iilatifely upon this f .. " The ultinaate Hand- 
; ' ard,'* 

... . . • Philofiph. Efays^ p. 176. 

^f tt-may with more propriety be faid, that the evidence 
of experience is inddded In that of tefHniotiy, tbati^the 
tdntr^ry. Our own eaLpedence , retebes aMUvd and .fots 
1>ack but a little way. But the experience of others, opoa 
which we chiefly depend, is derived to us wholly from hif- 
tory 9>t\ii^ traditiotj, that is, from tcftimofly^ Awi it is -ob. 
Vious to obferve, that* in a queftaon of fadl, the teHimony 
of^ negative witnelTes how many foever, is, for the moft 

part 
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ard," 4ie tdls n$ below, " by which we de- 
*^ termine difputes of this kind, is always 
" derived from experipnqe and obfervatipw." 
Now it is true, that the evidence of tpfti- 
mpny muift be refolved at laft into experi- 
ence : but this experience is of a fpecies 
entirely diftinft from that on which the na- 
tural probability of any fa6l attefted refts : 
nor does it confift, as this author affer^ts, 
in our obfervation of the veracity of human 
tejlimonyy and of the ufual conformity of fadls 
nmtb the reports of mtmj^s. It is built upon 
other principles, to which the author hlm- 
felf le^ds us in the words ih?X follow ;, ^ Pid 
"not naen's iraagiiiation naturally , foljow 
*' their monory — had they not i^ofumonly 
" an inclination to truth, and ^ fentiment 
" of probity — were $hey not fenfibj,^ to 
^* ihame, when deteft?d in a falfphpod-^ 
<« Were not thefe, I fay> difcoveped by ejc- 
** perience to be cjualities inherent: in h^uman 
^^ nature, we (hould never repofe the leaft 
" confidence in human teftimony *." The 
^ft of thefe motives I do not underftand. 
Of the r^ I fhall obferve, that their force 
we cdleft, not fo much from pur obferva- 
B 4 tion 

part, no evidence at all ; while pofltive teftioiOPy Jnu(l» 
more or lefs, have its weight* 

♦ p. '77. 
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tion pf Qti^er ,men, a§ from out own^lieclin^, 
and a conirci9ufnefs of what paflcs within 
our own brcaft. 'We perceive in ourfelves, 
that a love and reverence for truth is natu- 
ral tp the mind of man : and the fame felf- 
experieng? teaches us, tMjt the^'e a!rc certain 
other principles in human nature, by which 
t]he veracity of jijen may be tried, and the 
truth of tellimony be often put ^ out qf 
do^^, as will be hereafter feen. 

The next obfejvati<>n is, tliat, " as the 
*' .evidence derived from witnefles and hu- 
" man teftimony is^fourided' pn paft experi- 
" ence, fo it varies "vyitl) the experienqe, and 
" is xeig^ded either f s a proojr or prbbab^- 
'! Uty^, acf ordin^as the conjunftiori betwixt 
fVjmy particiliar Jiind^^^^i^^^ report and an^ 
f' l^jixd.of bbjefts has been, found to be opn- 
f ' l^filt or variable -f " Here aj^in the au- : 
tl^gr's mfes^ning is Joft in a thicket of words, 
wlj^ph; it is 'difficult for a common eye to. 
p^Qtjjate. Let t|ie reader try wh:at he can 
majkje of .the ^onjunMiori 'it^rying betwixt any 
particular r effort and any kind of i)bje^ The 
credibility of an'' hiftorical iz,$i depeilds up^ 
on the credibility of the fa6l itfelf, and that 
of the hiftorian*pr- witnefies wljio relate it. 

• ^ Thefe 

t P. 177. 
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^Eiieft? fliOuM be always cpnfidered ditentSi:- 
ly ; tho* the author, for reafons of his own, 
chtifes to confound them. The latter q( 
thefe depends in part upon principles that 
-are fixed and invariable, llich as thofe the 
>uthor . ha^ juft mentioned, which- are ge- 
neral principles of human nature ; and in 
part too on the perfonal charafler of the 
relator, the intereft h^ has in the" faft' re- 
lated, and other cirfumftarices. As thefe 
circumftances vary, the evidence varies, and 
the faft becomes more or lefs credible. And 
'fo^ concerning the natural credibility bf the 

*faft, this is greater or lefs, according as <>ur 
own, and the pbfervation of others,' in 'ca- 
fes of a fimilar nature, has been mbi^jfe or 

ricfs uniform. Something like this I tafcfe to 
be the author's meanifig in this place : ' aaid 

'■ this is the aniouht of all that follow^ in^lhls 

^^ and the next paragra|)h. My defign, ft<ri*e- 
fore, in this remark, is, 'Hot to cbriteflr the 
author's principles, Which^ as far as liiti^' 
.dcrftand them, are right etiough ; but *6 

^ fhew that his flyle and manner of wriffittg 
tend^to emlwtrrafs the fubjeft, and perplck 
the reader* ^^ * 

We are now coming nearef to the matter 
in queftion. '! Suppofe," fays the author, 

*^that 
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*< that the fa^, whifch the t^timpny endet^ 
*• vQurs tp eftablilhy partakes of the extra- 
** ordinwy and the mwvdlous ; in that cafe, 
** the evidence refulting from the teftimojiy 
V receives a diminution, greater or Idfe, in 
** proportion as the faft is more or lels unu- 
" fual. -T.- When the faft attefted is fuch a 
** one as has fel^om fallen under our obfer^ 
" vation, here is a conteft of two oppofite 
" experiences ; of which the one deftroys 
^^ the other, as far as its force goes, and the 
"-^ fuperic^ can only operate on the mind by 
** the force which remains. The very famie 
** principle of experience, which gives us a 
** certain degree of affurance in the teffimo- 
** »j of witncflies, ^ves us alfo, in this cafe, 
*f another decree of affmance againli the 
** h£t which they endeavc^ir to eftablifh *.'* 
Here the author feems to fuppofe, that a 
want of e^qpericnce, in any cafe, is the fame 
witlj experiencing the contrary, WbenafaSi 
attejied batb fildom fallen under our obferva* 
$im^ ^^ here iV," fays he, " a cmtefi of two 
^^ t^pqfite experiences :'' but, in reality, here 
is no experience at all; only a faft not 
ohfervcd on one fide, and pofitive evidence, 
or the faft attefted, on the other — a very 
unequal cQUteft ! as we fhall pjrefently iee; 

the 
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die flighteft pofitivc tdftiinony being, for the 
joiofl: p^rt, an aver-balance to the ftrongeft 
negative evidence that can be produced, I 
grant, however, all that the author's ar* 
gument requires, n^iz. diat experience teach^ 
«8 us, of many things, that they are impro- 
bable, and not to be haftily believed; of 
i^ers, that they are naturally incredible: 
imt thefe are (b, .not becaufe they are imu- 
fual or unobferved, but becaufe there is a 
known di^ropprtion betwixt the caufc 
affigned and the elFefb, or becaufe ^ the 
faft afferted is a contradiftion to fome 
Jtnown and univcrfal truths 

Thefe premifcs he now draws; to a point, 

snd makes them center in one conclufiVe 

argument againft miracles : •* Ta imaJeSfe 

*^ !the probability againft die teftimoi^ of 

'** witneffes, let us fuppofe, that the 'fad: 

-** which they affirm, infl^ad of being only 

'^* marvellous, is really miraculous; and 

^^ fuppofe alfo, that the teftimony, confi- 

^* dered ^art and in itfelf, amounts to an 

^^ «itire proof : in that cafe, there is proof 

^ againft proof, of which the ftron^ft 

*^ muft prevail, but ftillwkh a diminution 

*^ of its force in proportion to that of its 

*^ antagonift *." I have juft allowed, that 

there 
• P. 179. 
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itiere'arcfafts which experience affures iis 
are wholly incredible: but of thefe I fhall 
affert, that no good teftimony can be pro.- 
duced in their favour. Truth is always con- 
fident with itfelf ^ and no one truth can 
ever be contradifted by another. The au^ 
thor is, therefore, too kind in fuppdfing 
that miracles may admit of full proof from 
teftimony. I Aall take no advantage of 
this ^onceffipn, rbut ; rpaxiily acknowledge, 
that, i^they<are proved i priori to be in- 
eitdible, it ^will be a vain attempt to prove 
therii by teftimohy. Let us fee, then, what 
the author alledges in bar of this proof. 
His batteries are now mounted, and he 
b^ins the attack- 

'^ A miradei"^ fays lie, ^'isa violatida 
'^fof the laws of nature; and, as aiirtn 
" and vunalterable experience hath eftabr 
**'lij(h^6d thefe laws, the proof againft a mi- 
*'^]CitJe, from the nature ^ of the fa6^, is 
^Vas Entire as any argument from experi- 
^^xnce can poffibly be imagined. Why is 
'^' it more than probable, that all men muft 
^' die— that lead cannot by itfelf remain 
^* fufpended in the air — that fire confumes 
i^ ^wpodi and is extinguifhed by water— im- 

" left 
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^^ lefs it be, that thefe events are foitnd 
•' agreeable to the laws^ of nature, ^and 
•*• there is required a violation of thefe lawSy 
** or, in other words, a miracle,. to 'prevent 
^* them ? Nothing is efteemed a miracle, 
•* if it ever happens in the common courfe 
*' of nature. 'Tis no mu-acle, that a man 
\^in feeming good health fhould die of a 
•' fudden ; beC^ufe fuch a kind of death, tho' 
** more unufual than any other^ has yet 
•* been frequently obferved to happen : but 
** 'tis a miracle, that a dead nian ftiQuld 
•^ come to life j becaufe that hath neveir beed 
•^ obferved in any age or country. There 
** muft, therefore, be an uniform expeyi- 
^ ence againft every miraculous event, 6- 
*^ therwife the event would not merit the 
appellation. And, as an ujiiform ex- 
perience amounts to a proof,- therein 
here a direft and full proof, from-^the 
nature of the faft, againft the-exiftencfe 
of any miracle : nor can fuch a proof 
be deftroyed, or the miracle rendered ere'-- 
**, dibie, but by an oppofite proof that ils 
^* fuperior *.'* 

I have endeavoured to " preferve the 
.fti^ngth of this argument entire^ by col- 

• le6J:irig. 
•iP. 1 8a 
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lc6Hng ^reiy thing thtt is of afiy iiftport 
to it in the obferrations that precede it : 
ancU that the reader may fee it in its ftrong- 
eft light* I fhall here repeat it, as it is a- 
gain funnned up by the autiior at the end 
of his Bflay : 

*^ It appears, that no teftimony for any 
•^ kind of miracle can ever amouifttoa 
^^ probability, much kfs to a pro(rf$ and 
*^ that, ^eil foppofing it amoi«ited to a 
*^ proofs 'twftuid be c^ofed by andthw 
^^ proofs derived from the very t^ature of the 
i^ ha whidbt it would eiKieavour to eftab*- 
" ft(h> 'Tis experience alone which gives 
*^ iBttthority to human teftimony; and 'tis 
^*nthe fame ex^ieiice \vlrich afliires^of 
^^ itber Iaw& of n^a^ure. When., tiierelbre, 
i*. tfeefe two fcmds of experience are^ contra- 
*^ >ry, we feave nothing to do but fobtr^ 
^'' the one Sftrom the other, aaid embrace ati 
^^ opinion, cither on the <^t fide <m: ^ o- 
,*' ther, wkhthat afluramoe which ^tifesiront 
*^ tiae remainder. Bttt, accor-ding a^ the 
*^ principle here explained, this fubfcraftioriy 
" with regard to all popular religic«is, a- 
** raouats to ^n lenlke anaihilatiot^: a^d 
*^ therefore we may eftablifh it as a isaaxim, 
*' that HO human teffimony can havefiich 
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^< force aa to prove a miracle, aiid make it 
** a juft foundation for any fuch fyfterp of 
** religion*/* 

This is the author's great difcovery* The 
whole fecret is out* And he:r€ one cannot 
but Wonder to fee a pofition, which is laid 
down by all that write in defence of xtiira- 
€les, pleaded as a decifive argument agaihU: 
thetn^ and to find the experience of ftU man-- 
kind btx>Ught iA evidence againft all die re- 
ligions of the world. An experienced uni- 
fgamity in the tourfe of hature hath been 
always thought neceffary to the belief and 
ufe of miracles. Thefe are indeM relative 
ideas. There ntoft be an ordinary regular 
tourfe of nature, before there can be any 
^i^g extraordirtary. A river mu& flbw, be- 
fore it's ftream can be interrupted. It i* 
jSfSM^ge> therefore, that ^$ uniformity^ 
^hich id implied in the nature of a miracle^ 
flxQUkl at tht fame time be iriconfiftent with 
it. TJliJ is to ft^pofe, that the exiflencc of a 
lafttiracle is a contradiflion in tenns ; and a$ 
^Idi inde^ the author feems to treat it: 
** A Cradle fiipported by any human tefti- 
mehyis iiioit pi-operly a fot^eft of derifi- 

**on 

• p. 198. 
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on than of argument * :" , Apid |^g2^i»> 
** What have we to oppofe to fuch a cloud o€ 
" witnefles, but the abfolute impoffibility oiJ 
" miraculous nature of evepts -f ?" A mo- 
deft reader can fcarce look fuch affuraiice as 
this in the face: he will be apt; to miftruft 
his ownf' apprejbenfion, and think there. is^ 
more in thefe big words than he readily kts^ 
The firft reading gave me fufpiqions. of this 
kind; but, having recovered myfelf, and 
taken courage to review it, I fear not to af-^ 
fert, that all the experience the author can 
bring will amount to neither proof nor ar- 
gument againft the belief of mlracies. Let 
him, if he pleafesy plead his own experience 
•—that he has never {qcr or been witnefs to 
any miracle -— that he has always found the 
ccMrfe of nature to be the fame and un- 
changed : but does this experience te^ch 
him, that the laws of nature are neceflary 
aa^i^^^table — that there is no power in 
feeing fufficient to fufpend or alter thcJm -*• 
or that there can be no reafons' to induce 
fuch a power to a6l ? 'Till one, or other of 
thefe can be proved from^i^erience, it is no 
evidence in the prefent cafe, ^nd inftead of 
deciding the matter in qiieftion, is wholly 
impertinent and foreign to it. Can the 

foutheri* 
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ffltitlicittrcltinalBs^ expe^ that there is n& 
fjfoft in: die north ? Or, caa Mr. Hume ex- 
pcrience tiiat I have never feeni' fire kindfed 
by a touch feam ice ? This negative evi- 
dmm^ tho' muUiplied: kriinkely, would ftilf 
fte' negatiarc-: and the fci£fc laft mentionedr 
ndght be true, asnd capafele of v^y eafy* 
proof from t€;ftuitony, as I IhaU prefeatly 
jQbevwi though all the world fhouM agree 
Aat they bad n^ver feen the likp • 

The unaf ormky of jiature is no- wafy im-^ 
peached or brought in queftion by the lup* 
p€£dom trf miracles. The concurring tcfti«- 
flroBgtaf'nKaikind tathe coUrfe of nature is 
Hdt contraG64be4 by thofe who have expe- 
£^cad/is%)n£rary appearances in a^ few ia-f 
ffiatndc9#^ The idea of a miracle unites ^ssid 
fie^tociies thefe feetning differences; By 
fiipipofing the fafts in queftion to be mbrai 
4:tiloiis, the uniformity of nature is prefcrtfid, 
sgid^te'i^k^ure accountied fbiin:ipon another 
^pfiKfctipkremsirely cotvfiftent with it. Thusj 
t^ic|>OTiera3e: teaches us that lead and iroA 
ate h&w^icrthaii water : but a man, byprd- 
jedting^ tiiefe heary bodies^ may make them, 
f^iaj in w^ei^^^r fly in air. iJhould tlie 
feme bfe done hj any invifible; power, it 
WQiild^ be ax-miracle. But the unifomuty of 
C nature 
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nature is no more difturbed in this cafetiiafl 
the former : nor is the general experience, 
which witneffes to the fuperior gravity of 
thefe bodies, any proof that they may not 
be raifed in air and water by fome invifible 
agent, as well as by the power of man. All 
that experience teaches is the comparative 
weight of thefe bodies. If, therefore, they 
are feen to float in mediums lighter than 
themfelves, this muft be the eflFeft of art or 
flrength : but, if it be done without any vi- 
fiblc art or power, it muft be done then by 
fome art or power that is invifible ; that is^^ 
it muft be miraculous. This is the procefs^ 
by which we infer the exiftence of miracles ;. 
which is, therefore, fo far from being con- 
tradicted by that experience upon which the 
laws of nature are eftablifhed, that it is: 
clofely connefted and ftands in the faireft 
agreement with it. 

The queftion then will remain — Whether 
any fuch invifible agents have ever interpofed 
in producing vifible efFefts ? Againft the pof- 
Jibility of this, tho' the author is pleafed ta 
pronounce it impoffible, he hath offered no 
argument (and, indeed, none can poffibly 
be offered) : Againft the credibility of it, the 
experience which he pleads is no argument 
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at alL This experience proves a courfe of 
nature ; but^ whether this is ever interrupt- 
ed, is ftill a queftion. This experience teach- 
es what may be ordinarily expefted from 
common caufes, and in the common courfe 
of things : but miraculous inteipofitions, 
which we are enquiring after, arc, by their 
nature and effence, extraordinary and out 
of the common courfe of nature. Miracles, 
if at all, are effefts of an extraordinary 
power upon extraordinary occafions : con- 
fequently, conunon experience can deter- 
mine nothing concerning them. That fuch 
occafions miay arife, both in the natural and 
moral world, is eafy to conceive. The great- 
eft of natural philofophers * hath thought, 
that the frame of the world will want, in a 
courfe of time, the hand that made to re- 
touch and refit it. The greatefi of moral 
philofophers -f- hath thought it a reafonable 
hope, that God would fome time fend a 
meffenger from heaven to inftruft men ia 
the great duties of religion and morality. 

As to the queftion of yj?^— Whether any 

fuch interpofitions have been ever known or 

obferved ? this muft be tried, like all other 

hiftorical fafts, by the teftimony of thofe 

C 2 who 

* Nenvton Opt. Ed. Lat. p. 346, 

t Sbcratis in Platonis Alcibiadc 2S fub finwn. 
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who relate it, and the credit of tte firft wity^ 
Heffea who have voixched it ; and not, a» 
this author would have it, by the teftimo^iy 
of others -^ of thoie who lived in diftant 
times and places. There isn^ntion of a co^ 
met, a little before the Acbaian war, which 
appeared as big as the fun *. If thia were 
well attefted by the aftronomers of that 
time, it would be trifling to objeft agaihlfc 
it tJiat the like fead nev^r been obfQrved be- 
fore or fince. And juft as pertinent is it ta 
allege the experience of ages and countries 
againft miracJes which are (aid to be wrought 
in other times and other countries^ 

But, in f rath, were the world to give evi- 
dence in the prefent queftion, they would, 
I am perfuaded, depofe very di^rently from 
what this author expefls. A great part of 
ttvankind have given their teftimcMiy to the 
credibility of miracles : they have a6lually 
believed them. Ky this author's account, 
all the religions in the world have been 
founded upon this belief. If this be true, 
we have univerfal teMmony to the credibi- 
lity of miracles. How then can there be 

uni- 

. • Seneca NaK ^aft^ lib. 7. cap. \^* This I fappofe to 
be the Comet which Dr. John Keil, in his JftrommUal Lec-» 
tures^ mentions as appearing in the time of Nero^ 
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univerial experience againft them ? The 
author tells us, that we ftiufl judge of tef*- 
timony by experience. It is more certain 
riiat we tnuft judge of the experience of 
«icn by their teftimoay. 

It is far firom true that all religions have 
been founded on miracles. Ncmc but the 
€brijlian and Jewijb appear to be fo founded, 
Put there is a fort of miracles, which men 
of all religions have agreed in believing, 
" A mirade/' as this author fays^ "may 
^^ be either cUfcovergible by men, or not, 
** This alters not its nature and tffence *." 
Many things q)pear to us to be cffefted 
}f>j naltur^ means, the firft fprings of which 
may be moved by Ae immediate hand of 
God. But every fuch Interpofition, iti over- 
ruling or giving a new direftion to the courfe 
of nature, is, as the author allows, ihiracu- 
ious. If then Providence ever inter^oies in 
punilhing exemplary wickednefs, or in the 
iuj^ort of eminent virtue — in averting 
evil, or beftowing good — thefe are itaira- 
*cles. But thefe have been univerfally be- 
lieved. Thefe bleflings of heaven have been 
implored and acknowledged, and thefe judg^r 
iqpients deprecated, in the publick and pri- 
C 3 vat^ 

♦ p. lait 



Digitized 



by Google 



[ 22 ] 

vate prayers of mankind, from the begiu- 
ning of the world to this time. 

We cannot indeed argue, from thefe fup- 
pofed interpofitions, that therefore Provir 
dence will interpofe in a Vifible and fenfible 
manner. But it follows, that flich interpo- 
fitions are poffible ; it follows, that they 
are credible. If we believe thefe miraculous 
intcrpofitions, when they do not appear to 
our fenfes, what fhould hinder us from be- 
lieving the like upon the report of our 
fenfes, or of credible perfons who give wit- 
pefs to them ? If there are general reafons 
for concealing thefe intcrpofitions, md.y 
there not too be fpecial reafons for figna- 
lizing them at times to the fenfes and no- 
tice of mankind ? It is certain, that, if 
any fuch reafons can be afligned, all that 
is difficult of belief in miracles will be re- 
moved. Now, tho' we cannot indeed look 
into the coimfels.of Providence, nor, with- 
out prefumption, pronounce what is fit for 
God, in any fuppofed circuniftanfce, to do; 
yet, in judging of paft fa6ls or miracles 
that are queftiohed, we can readily fee whe- 
ther any great end, worthy of God, hath 
been anfwered by them : and if this appear 
to be the pafe, it will qreate a prefumption . 
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in theit favour: and if, farther, it fiial| 
{eem that this end co\jld not have been 
compaffed by any other means, this will 
amount to foijie prpof of their reality. 

To fee this matter in the cleareft light, it 
may be prpper to confider more diftin6tly 
thegroxjndsof that credibility, which we al- 
low, in different degrees, to hiftorical fafts. 
This depends, as I have faid, on the credi-. 
bility of the fafts themfelves, and on that of 
the hiftorian or witnefTes who relate them^ 

The credibility of any fa^ in itfelf, as 
this author frequently tells us, depends up- 
on its walogy with the known courfe of 
nature *. But the powers of nature are fo 
imperfe^ly known to us, that in moft cafes 
we argue with great uncertainty from this 
principle. A confequence of this is, that 
teftimony is, for the moft part, of much 
greater force to eftablifh the truth of paft 
fafts, than experience. It would have been 
thought highly incredible a few yeajrs ago, 
that an animal might be propagated by cut-i 
ting it in pieces — that you might, by di- 
viding one living creature, give life to an 
hundred of the fame fpecies . Yet this fort 
\ C 4 of 
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of SyAta has ibeen difcovered \ «pA tlie itB,l 
ttho' contrary to the whole analogy of na- 
ture, was readily believed, wheb 4t had 5)c6n 
experienced and teftified by very few. fe 
like manner, I have no doubt that the mag- 
net lofes its polarity in very cold ktittodes. 
I believe this upon the tefUmony of one 
man *, tW the ^xperienc^ of travell^^s in 
aU climates before atteifts the contrary. 
Here the moft unifbnn experience is out- 
weighed fey a fingle evidence. The resrfbn 
is> that the experience of other countries 
is only a negative evidence in the queftion. 
The experience was indeed, before the fa<5l 
was tried, a very ftrong prefumption againd: 
it. The moft cautious failor would hafvie 
ventured his fortune and life upon it. Yet 
is this prefumption of no weight in the 
queftion of paft faft, whea compared with 
the flighteft teftimony •f-. 

la 

• Mr. Ellis t in his account of the North- weft Paflagc 

f Every propofiiion or fadl afTerced is ctrtainlj true or 
falie* By credible or probable we mean^ not any thing real 
So the character of the propofition or fa^^ boc only its ap« 
pearance to 429» or to the perfon who eiiisi«les this crtdibi^^ 
iity. A thjng is feid to i>e aedible, when it waiit« mi. k 
thought capable of proof -^ to be probable^ iivhen there iip* 
pear more reafons for than againft believing it. Cndihle is 
more than fcffilk, and imfoJftbU more than incredible. A- 

gain. 
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in <:a3fes where a fefRcient caufe is aflignr 
td, an -efiei^t, however new and ftrange, 
may "become credible, or even probable, in 
itfelf, without any teftimony to fupport it. 
That fire fhould be kindled by a touch froiu 
ice, is contrary to the experience of fome 
thoufand years. Btit eleflricity is a caufe 
given equal to the effeft. From this time 
then the fadt becomes credible, and even 
probable, tho' it were not tried and proved 
by any one witnefs. 

In moral or intelligent agents we look fbr 
inotal caufes— for realbns or motives to in- 
duce them to afl, as well as for the natural 
powers of afting. And, where both a final 
and efikient caufe i^pear equal to the cffeft, 
the effeft, however ftrange in itfelf, will be- 
come credible by teftimony, if not probable 

without 

^aln, frobahli is more tlian creJiHi, and incndihU is more 
tlian imfrolahle. But thefe words are ufed in common Ian- 
guage fomewhat promlfcQOufljr. Thas, what is highly prq. 
bable is iaid to be highly credible, and What is very impro- 
bable to be vtxy incredible* Hence, there are all degrees 
of incredible and credible, before you arrive at probability. 
After this, credible and probable are the fame, and admit 
agaiii of all degrees, 'till yoa arrive at moral certainty* 
The fame thing then may be credible in all thefe different 

degrees 
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without it. It is poffible for a man to fwim 
acrpfs the Helkfpont. The poffibility of this 
fa£t will make it credible upon fufficient tef^ 

timony : 

degrees to difTerent perfons. That ^Ke e^rth is rpund 

— that it is confiantly fpitining about like a top, and tra* 

yelling with a very fwift motion, while the fun and the 

heavens (land ftilJ — This to one part of mankind is wholly 

.incredible, and to another morally certain* The credibility, 

therefore, or comparative ipcredibility of jiny faft is, for 

the moil p>rt, top loofe ^ bottom to ground any argument or 

inference upon. The fame tedimony may likewife be va- 

rioufly credible to different perfons. But the evidence of 

this is far more diftind, and its force more eafily afcertain- 

ed. ^\it troth of teflimony, where it is do^btfuly may be 

prove.d many different wa^s : that pf doubtful fa^ls can b^ 

inade clear only by teflimony, whi^h is ^deed, after all^ 

the proper proof of fafts. 

Experience is the general teAImony of mankind to gene«^ 
jal truths. Teftimooy, as it is here oppofed to experience, 
is the at^^jdation of particular perfons to particular fads \ 
the former pf thefe witneffes to the credibility of fads ; 
the latter gives evidence diredly to their reality or exigence. 
From the former we colled, that Maj is on this fide the 
line a warmer month than Decemher : but the certainty of 
this in particular inflancet is only to be proved, and the 
f ontrary may be proved, from the latter. We may indeed, 
as I have granted, in fome *cafes, infer from the fornier 
of thefe the certainty or impoifibility of fads. But even 
here this limitation or condition is always underllood — that 
we know the whole of ^he cafe -r* that no caufe intervenes, 
yrhich is unknown or doe^ ^ot appear to U9* And there* 

fore^ 
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timony: but, if a comp^tpnt reafo^ is 
afligned for this .hazardous enterprize (fijdi 
AS ]:he efpaping certain death) this will make 

i« 

fore^ 10 the ftrongeil caf^s that can be fapppfed, txpervuict 
is no bar to the evidea^e of teftimooy ; becauie it is very 
poifible» in almoft all cafes^ that fuch caufe may interveniq. 
Should I fee a flone climb ap hill, or a pjeqe of folid iroii 
fwim in water, 1 could not doubt {he fafy, how incredible 
/bever in itfelf. 3nppo(e the fame to reit uppn the teftimor 
sy of Q.thers : I cannot, inde^^d, fee with t^e eyes qf other 
men ; but I can fee jth^t they have tyes, as well ^» myfelf ; 
^n6f if their veracity is proved, as J aflert it may, even to 
oar eyes and fenfes (I ^ean, byfen(tb)^ and vifible fa&l) 
I have then nearly as gopd evidence for the fad, a| if I had 
fecn it myfelf. . I flight perhaps conclude, ^hat the effeft 
>vas produced by fotne invifible agen^ ; but, whether .tkii 
can be difcovere.d or not, the fad mujl flill be acjmitted. 
Ail this is n^warily laljpwed by the autho/ himself, in terma 
as ftrpi^g as ^an be defired ; ^* ^nppofe §11 anthon in all 
*^ langu9ge^ agree, that from the Qrft of Janufkry^ i6oo, 
*' there was a total d^rVnefs over the whole earth for eight 

V days: $appofe that ^e traditipn pf |h|s extraordinarf 
*^ event Js-ftill ftrong #od lively among thp people; tha( 

V all tr^yell^rs, yho return from foreign countries, bring n« 
«< accounts of the fame tradition, withput the lcj|ft variati- 
f on or contradidtion : 'Ti^ evident, that our prefent phi* 

V lofophers, inftead of doobting of that fad, ought to r^ 
f * ceive it for certain, and ought to fearch fof the f:aufoi 
^< whence it might be derived.?' P. 199. ^ 

The author of the l^ru hquiry into tht mirac^ulous P^fwtfj 
ff tie primitivt Church has dated this matter in a very dif- 

fereof 
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it credible upon the flighteft tefSraony, or 
even probgble without any. 

The 

ffirtpt light. He fappofet, that we huve the evidence of 
feiiie for the natural credibility of fa^ Wd fidtti to iff<bi\ 
that, when we argue from henjde, we go wpoii {§ftt ground 
than when we argue from teftiraony, ^hieh hit reprtfents ad 
fver dark and doubtful, and amounting only tb % tiaKbnabte 
|>refumption> at b^ : the ^contrary to w^ck» ito tlmod ieve- 
jy particular^ as, I thiok» the truth. JVs ihe piintiplei kul 
down by this author ^e very general, and may be eafiljr 
mifappliedy beyond his intencion, in the p^etot queftiott| 
it will not be improper to compare them with what has 
been iaid. ** The f^uelUon concerning ihefe ^IratulMa 
•f* powers depends/' fays be^ ** npon the joint triedibtliey 
^' of the fade pretended to have been produced, aAd of the 
f* witnefles who atteft theip : if either p^t im ki^ftih theff 
*• credit muft finjk in proportion, and, if the ff^ efj^dal- 
^* ly be bcredible, moft of courfe faU to thie ground, ht-r 
*^ caufe no force of te^imo'ny can alter the nature Of things, 
*< The credibility of ftds lies open to the |rill p( <mi reafpn 
** and fenfes : but the credibility of witne^es depends bn a 
f^ variety of principles wholly concealed ffOm as; and, 
** tho' in niany cafes it may reafonably be prefumed* ftt in 
** none can it certainly be known : for it is common wit^ 
^ men, out of crafty and felfifli views, to diilbmble and d6^ 
** ceiye : but plain fa6ls cannot delude us -^ cannot Q>eak 
«* any other language, or give any other information, than 
f* that of truth. The teftimony, therefbrt, of Aids, as it 
** is offered to our fenfes, carries with it the fureft tnftru^* 
*' tion in all cafes, which God, in the ordinary courfe qf 
^* hb providence has thoueht fit to appoint for the guidance 
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The iefidt then is— that whatever is pof' 
fible, OS m the loweft degree credible, is ca« 

capable 

«^ C|f kpu^MI ^ V I^ ftnCvirer towhttb, I fliaU not itny^ 
tbiu tl^. cre^U^litf of fa^s may in many cafqa be tHed by 
our fenfed ; bot this is generally learnt from experience, or 
tbe common teftimony of mankind : and, 2d]y9 this credi- 
bility> however learnt or proved, is no dire£l evidence of 
t^h veaUty of^exlft^co of any doubtful Mt^ fioce the faft 
my be highly crectiU^, and ye^ never cscift -^ may bcr 
in 4 gr^C de^ee incredible, and yet certainly true.-^ 
What the ^thor <allt iA# ujfimonjf of faSs ofirul /# 
okr /in/tit, It in this cafe oi^ly the teftimony of our 
fenies, or that of other men, to the exiftence, not of the 
hSi io qutftioD, bttt^ of'Otbei; fads that ane fuppofed ana* 
UtgQH^ 91" fiP9i|ic t9 it I wbkb^, tho^m mwy cafet it maf 
aipcmnt t(Ka very Mjh. prrfamptioAr y^t m in nwt a. dirt^ 
tr^f ^ ^Kf doHhful/M&s whercts^ jdjy, teHimpny is a: 
dire& evidence to the exifteujce or reality, not of fimilar 
fads, but of the fha itfelf ^ and therefore, in judging of 
pad or dUlant fa6ts, where we cannot have the evidence of 
our fenfes, the teftimony of thofe who have this evidence is» 
not Only the farelt, but the only mtthbd of inflruQion nvhich 
Pnwdinci Hms appointed for onr gniduntt thro* Ufi. All that 
We etrtninty knoiM Of fuch faAs is derived from this (bnrce* 
The truth of teftimony is always prefumed, where there are 
no particular reafons to fufpe^t it« This prefuroption alone 
will give more weight, as we have feen, to a fingle teftimo- 
ny, and make it better evidence for the truth of fads, than 
a ^tty high degree of prefumption drawn from analogy is 
againft it* 4th]y, This prefumption may be increafed to 
any degree by the concurrence of other teftimony; which 

con. 
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pabk of a proof from teftimony— that the 
ftrbngeft prefumption from experience is of 
little force againft pofitive evidence — and 
that, where a caufe is affigned equal to any 
cfFeft, the etent is rendered credible xiport 
common teftimony, and fotftetimes proba^ 
ble without any^ 

But there are, it is granted, many cafes^ 
which we may, from nature and experience, 
pronounce to be impoflible. It is impoffible 
that a fa£l or propofitioh fhould be true, 
when the cgiufe afljgned is imequal to the 
efeft. Now, the proportion of caofes to 
effefts, the natural powers of agents, and 
the force of moral caufes on the mind, we , 
know to a good degree, from experience. If 
we cannot precifefy determine the force of 

natural 

concurrence too is itfelf a diftifid proof of the h€t atteiied* 
Laftly, the veracity of every fingie witnefs may be proved 
by plain and indifputable fa^, as will be feen more fully 
hereaftex. if then improbable or iocredible fads require 
flrot>ger evidence to f^pport t^em, the weight of tcftimoojr 
may be increa(ed» and .the proofs that fupport it multiplied*, 
infipiteiy ; and» confequeBtly, whatever is aot abfblutel/ 
inapoflible may be thus proved. The force of te^imony can- 
ttot indeed alter iht nature cf things : but it can make thinga 
improbable become probable — it can give credibility, and 
even ceruintjy to things that were before incredible. 
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tiatural agents, we can, in moft cafes, aflign' 
limits which they cannot pafs. For inftance : 
We cannot precifely mark out the bounds 
<rf human power ; but we can, in all cafes, 
fay .to what it does not extend. If the 
ftrength of men, at a medium, be equal ta 
one, that of Idng Augujius * or Hercules may 
be equal to two; but it cannot be equal ta 
two hundred. A phyfician may reftore a 
dying man to health; but he cannot reftore 
a dead man to life. Of all fuch events, as 
railing the dead, calming the winds or feas, 
curing difeafes with a word, we may fairly 
pronounce, that they are irtipoflible to hu- 
man ftrength, and therefore, when imputed 
to it, are incredible; becaufe a force equal 
to two cannot produce an effeft equal to 
two hundred. In this cafe experience decides 
with fufficient authority againft the fat5l. 
And this, I fuppofe, the author miftook for 
an argument againft miracles. 

But who ever attributed thefe fafts to hu- 
man power? Thofe who record, and thofc 
who believe, miracles, univerfally afcribe 
them to a power fuperior to, man. They a- 
gree, that they far exceed all human 

ftrength, 

♦' Late King of PulanJ. 
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(IreEigth, aod therefore are aa ai:gimient of 
the conwrrence and agency oS. fome/fiipe-. 
rior power. Againft tiiei mterpofition o§ 
fuch fuperix?r power, experience, as.wehayft 
fee^, can 4etermine, nothing. If coipmoifc 
experience does not attej^ or ack»owledg_e 
fock in^terpofitiona, the aniwer is giviea— . 
common occaj&ona do not call for theiaw. 
The con[>nion wants of nature are provide 
foi: by the common courfe of nature. Ex-^ 
traordinafy occafions only can call for ex- 
traordinary interpofitiop(S> Of thei^b occa-r 
fions we are not the proper judges.: bujlj^, 
that maay fuch may arife in the go¥^n-» 
inefit pf free agent?, kcmfi^ qbviouis'Qveft 

ft> U5-, 

. If men>. by a. bad ufe of their liberty^ 
fliould ii^k themfelve^ into, a woral incapa- 
city of anfwering the ends of their crqatian 
— if they jftiould ]p& fight of God and re-^ 
Kgion and all the great motives to holinefs 
and; virtue, and thj^ evil fljould beconie ge- 
■ jj^^ and paft all natural hcqpes of tecove^ 
3rjr — it is very fuppofeabte thajt God m^r 
interpofe, by a fpecial a6l of his Providencp^ 
in reftoring them to a capaci|:y of feryin^ 
hiin> and of attaining that happinefs for 
which they wexe created* if virtue, and 

that 
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that knowledge which is neceffary to it> 
are worthy the care of Providence — and if 
thefe were in danger of perifhing out of the 
world why fhould it be thought incre- 
dible that God fhould fend a righteous man 
to teach the doftrines and enforce the du- 
ties of religion, with a clear and exprefs au- 
thority ? This miffion of a prophet would 
be miraculous : but the miracle would not 
appear ; and therefore 6ther miracles would 
be neceflaiy to atteft it's truth. Superior 
.knowledge and virtue are not fufficient to 
charafterize a prophet : he muft do fuch 
things as no man can do, except God were 
vniHx him, before his miffion or charafter 
will be acknowledged for divine. Here then 
is a reafon, which, whenever it can be plead- 
ed, will make miracles every way credible, 
and as capable of proof from teftimony as 
any matter of fa£l whatfoever. 

In the examination of paft fafts, if no 
fuch end appears to have been anfwered by 
the miracles alleged, this will be a ftrong 
prefumption againft them,! On the other 
hand, if any great confequences have fol- 
lowed — if, for inftance, it fhould appear 
from hiflory, that natural religion had, 
when loft, by the help of thefe nxiracks^ 
D beea 
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been revived in all it's purity, . and cttsh 
blifhed in many nations as the will of Goct 
* — this will be a ftrong prefumption in their 
favour : and, if there appear no other af-r 
fignable caufe, which cpuld give birth ta 
this great event, but the miracles pretended^ 
this will be a good prpof of their reality. 

We come next to confider the credibility 
derived to fafts from teftimony. This de-, 
pends in general upon the principles of hu-^ 
ijian nature, which we can argue with the 
more certainty from, becaufe we experience: 
them in ourfelves, as well as obferve them 
in others. We are made naturally to Jove 
truth, and to hate and abhor falfehood and 
deceit. The fliame of being detefbd in st 
lye, and the reproach that ever follows it,^ 
is a full proof of this. Even iii^ matters of 
no moment, in the moft tranfient difcourfc,. 
where men think it unneceflary to attend tcy 
what they fay, were there no temptation 
from vanity or a defire of pleafing, they 
would never deviate from truth. But this- 
principle will operate far more ftrongly,- 
where men are called upon to attend, have 
leifure to confider, and give their teftimony^ 
deliberately ; it will operate njore ftrongl)^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



' [ 35 1 

'^Oti good men tHan bad — in cafes of* great 
tnoment than in matters of indifference. * 

Could we be abfolutely certain, in iny 
tdfe, that a man had no intereft, real or 
foppofed, in deceiving — that he ^ad no 
motive to deceive — we might depend with 
abfolute certainty upon the truth of his 
evidence. Now, this affurance we may have 
from circumftances that cannot deceive us* 
Incapable as we are of peiietrating into all 
the referves and recedes of the hvrman mind, 
there is yet a certain and infallible teft, by 
^hich the veracity of men may in many 
£afes be tried. For example : If the perfoii 
attefting givesTupf every known intereft for 
the fake of his teftimohyy without any 
known pro^eft of adva:ntage — if he is ex-^ 
pofed by it to prefcnt fufferings, and is^ 
threatened with yet greater — if he perfift* 
under all the difcouragements that can be 
thought of, and goes through a long feries^ 
€>f evils, whkh, by receding from hiis tefti-^ 
mony he might prevent — and, l^ly, if^ 
1^ gives up life itfelf for a^ painful and ig- 
nominious death — this is mch a proof of 
iincerity as cannot be refifted. In this cafcy 
Ive are not only aflured that the witnefs is^ 
Iree from every corrupt biafs, but that he^ 
Da hals 
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has the higjicft regard for truth. Nothing 
but a confcious fenfe of this, .with a hope 
of a future reward from the God of truth, 
can fupport men under a lofs of all things, 
and under the aftual fuffcring of all tht 
evils of life. A good man may give up his 
intereft for the fake of truth : a bad m^a 
will facrifice truth to intereft : but no mafii 
will give up intereft and truth together for 
nothing, or for the fake of falfehood, which 
is worfe than nothing. 

The maxims we here argue from are the 
inoft certain: and uncontroverted of any 
in tnorality -^ That men a£l from motives, 
and that good, real or apparent, is the ob- 
jeft, the motbto imd aim of every aftion. 
The laws by which. the moral world is gc^ 
v^med are as certain and infallible as thofb 
of the natural. The paffions, appetites, and 
fetifes of mankind aft, and are a6led upon, 
with as much uniformity as any pow:eil» 
and principles in nature. That men Ihoukl 
iove falfehood rather than truth ~ thatAey 
fhould chufe labour and travail, ihame and 
mifery, before pleafure, eafe, and^fteem— - 
is as much a violation of the laws of na- 
ture, as it is for lead or iron tohang unfup^ 
ported^ the air, or for the voice of a man 

to 
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to raife the dead to life : but this, I have 
granted to the author, is, not miraculous, 
but impDf&ble, and (hall therefore have his 
leave, I hope, to affert, that falfehood, thus 
attefted, is impoflible — in other words, that 
teflimony, thus tried and proved, is infal- 
lible and certain. 

It remains, indeed, that witnefles the moft 
upright and unfufpeftcd may be miftaken 
in their teftimony : they may be deceived 
^emielves ; and therefore their teftimony, 
even thus proved, is not to be fecurely re- 
Ued on. But, happily, miracles, at leaft all 
that we difpute with this author, are of fuch 
jSL nature, that it is impoflible to be deceived 
about them. Fafts that are vifible toid pal- 
pable to the fenfes of mankind, that are 
done in open day-li^t, that lie open to 
Scrutiny and obfervation for a long time 
together, prefent witnefles muft know 
whrthCT they fee or not. They who report 
them as ejre^witneflcs cannot be deceived 
themfdlves in the belief of them, however 
th^ may intend to deceive others* 

I conclude then, that miracles, when 

there appears a fiifficient caufe for working 

them, are credible in themfelves — that, 

D 3 when 
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when they come under the cognizance of 
our fenfes, they are proper matter of tefti^ 
mony, and, when attefted by witneffes who 
have fufficient opportunities of convj^ncing 
themfelves, and give fufficient proof of 
their conviction, hav^ ^ right to command 
pur faith.. 

And here I accept^ the author's alterna- 
tive, without complaining of the infidiou^r 
terms in which it is expreffed. ^* The plain 
" confequ^nce," fays he, *^ is (and 'tis a. 
^'general maxim worthy of our attention), 
** that no teftimony i? fufficient to eftabKfli 
** a miracle, unlefs the tdftimony be of fuck 
** a kind, that it's falfehood would be morei 
" miraculo\is than the fjfiCl which it eur. 
" deavours to eftablifli : and even in that 
" cafe there is a mutual deftruflion of ar-». 

guments, and the fuperior only gives us 
" an aflurjance fuitable to that degree of 
'* force which remains after deducting the 

** inferior. ^ ; If the falfehood of any per- 

" fon's teftimony would be movt miracu- 
" lous than the event which he relateSj^ 
" then, and not 'till then, can he pretend 
f * to command piy belief or opinion *." 

By 

• P. 182. 
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By miraculous it is pUin that the author 
here m^ans, in the popular fenfe of the 
word, wonderful or incredible. I affert 
then, thatt miracles may be made fo credible 
by circumftances and concurring fafts, and 
(o fupported by teftimony, that, if we rejeft 
them, we muft believe things more incre- 
dible, or, as the author would have us 
fpeak, more miraculous than the miracles 
^emfelves, 

The miracles I fhall mention arc thofe in 
the Cbrijiian Gofpel — healing the fick with- 
out any vifible means, giving fight to the 
blind, raifing the dead to life, &c. all which 
are faid to be performed by the power of 
God for ends tihe moft worthy pf himfelf, 
mz. to reftore religion and morality to 
their true principles, and to eftablifh the 
practice of them in the world. The cha-. 
rafter of thofe who were appointed to this 
work, and the doftrines which they taught, 
correfpond perfeftly with this defign : great 
as it was, they undertook it with alacrity 
and confidence, declaring from the begin-* 
ping that their commiflion was to go and 
teach all nations : the miracles which they 
atteft, as giving authority to their doftrinc, 
they afiert from their own knowledge, as 
D 4 what 
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what they faw with their eyes, and hand- 
led with their hands : the number of thefe 
fa6ls, and the numbers attefting them, were 
very great: they concurred, without varia- 
tion, in the fame doftrine, and in the fame 
teftimony : they fubmitted, with the fame 
courage and conftancy, to the greateft per- 
fecutions and aflfliftions, in confirmation of 
their truth; and, when called to it (as 
many of them were) laid down their lives 
for it's fake : they forefaw from the begin- 
ning the oppofition they met with, and 
foretold, widi the fuUeft afTurance, their 
fuccefs againft it : and the event juftified 
their predi6lions 5 the religion they taught 
y^as in a fhort time eftabliftied in a great 
part of the world. 

Here, now, the attempt itfelf, if not 
fpirited and fupported by truth, is wholly 
ftrange and unaccpwntable. Tha* men of 
low birth and education fliould conceive a 
defign of newrmodelling the reli^on of all 
nations, and reforming tjieir manners, by 
the laws of temperance, purity, and chari- 
ty — that bad men fliould concur in an 
end fo great and godlike, or good pien in 
means fo impious as fraud and impoflure 
— that n>en of craft or addrefs fliould chufe 

for 
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for* Ae' hero of their ftory one who wias 
chronicled as a malefaftor, and who had 
been put to death by the coufent of a whole 
people — one, too, that had abufed their 
confidence, and mifled them by falfe hopes 
into an endlefs train of miferies — all this 
is contrary to nature, aijd therefore, by the 
author's rule, impoflible^ 

The zeal with which they carried on this 
defign, traverfing feas and kingdoms, withr 
out reft, and without wearinefs -*• a jaeal 
which could not be exceeded by the moft 
righteous men in the moft righteous caufc 
— this, if not prompted by duty and a 
ftrong convi6lion of the truths they taught^ 
is Itill more incredible. 

. The exreliencyofthe religion they taught, 
in its worfhip and morality far furpafling all 
human wifdom and philofophy, and the fole 
end of which is to make men honeft, fm* 
cere, and virtuous, if it be the work of ig- 
norance and fraud, is equally ftrange and 
myfterious. 

The fuccefs of this delign is yet a great- 
cr miracle. In this ch^ of wonders the 
pvent is the moft miraculous part. The 

efta- 
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eftabliihment of the Gofpel in an lnind]red 
different nations, it's viftory over jew$ and 
Gentilesy over the power and policy of the 
wifeft and greatefl: people, over the pride of 
learning and the obftinacy of ignorance, 
over the prejudices of religion and thofc of 
fin ?uid irreUgion, is an event the moft 
wonderful of any irt hiftoiy. But this is a 
miracle which we fee before our eyes : it is 
a miraculous faft that myft be afcribed to 
a miraculous caufe. ^ven granting the truth 
of the Gofpel miracles, the inftmments in 
propagating it were fo unequal to the work, 
that nothing but the power of God, accom- 
panying and working with them, can ac^ 
count for it's fuccefs. It was ftill a miracle 
that it ftiould profper in their h^ds. But, 
without either truth or providence to fup^ 
port it, this fuccefs would be more thai^ 
miraculous — it would be impofliblet 

The tcftimpny direftly given to thefe mk 
racles is ftrongly confirmed by the charafter 
of the witnefles, who, as i^ as aj^ears even 
from the teftimony of their enemies, Were 
unblameable in their lives and manners -— 
men of Confcience and religion. Their wri- 
tings breathe a fpirit of piety, a zeal for 
God and good works, that is not equalled 

by 
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hj any writings in the world : they carry' 
in them fuch marks of candor, truth, and 
iimplicity, as cannot be imitated : all which 
<ran never confift with the daring impiety of 
^furping the moft facred of all characters,* 
and preaching a falfe religion to the world- 

The numbers that engaged in this de- 
iign, tho' difperfed in different regions,' 
agreed j)erfe<flly in the fame report. It was 
in the power of any of thefe, or of the 
accomplices that muft be concerned with 
them, to defeat the whole by difcoverin^ 
the fraud : and it cannot be, that not one 
fliould,. by fear or intereft, perfuafi6n or^ 
torture, be prevailed on to difcover it. 

They put their teftimony to the trial, by 
claiming a power of working miracles them- 
felves J they difplayed this power frequently 
and publickly, and fo fubmitted their truth 
to the eyes and fenfes of all about them; 
This pretence, if falfe, muft have defeated 
the moft probable and hopeful fcheme ; if 
true, it was no more than neceiTary to the 
difficulties of this. The event was — great 
numbers were every day converted to the 
faith. But this condudt cannot, any more 

than 
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than the events be reconciled to the cha-r 
ra^jer or fuppofition of impofture^ 

Laftlyj they gave the higheft proof that 
can be given to the veracity of teftimony, 
ty gping thro' the fiery trial of perfecution, 
in ail it's various forms of imprifonment, 
totrture, and deaths This began with the 
v^^ beginning of Chriftianity. They favv 
it evidently before their eyes^ and plainly 
devoted thjemfelves from the firft to a life 
of fufferin^ and affiiftion. They gave up 
cftfe and fecurity, country, kindred, fami*** 
ly, and f riend%, to be treated every-where 
with contempt and contumely, to confliQ: 
with .poverjty and want, to be pcrfecuted 
from city to city, fentenced to imprifon^ 
meitt and ftrg>es, and, at laft, to db by 
iloning, by the fword, or the crofs. Bufc 
this, in fupport of falfehood and. wrong, is 
fo contrary to human nature, that it is^ 
?j>fQl\it?ly incredible. 

The fuppofiticm then, that the miracles 
of the Gofpel are falfe, ia full of wonders^, 
prodigies, things unnatural, and which ex- 
perience, the author's criterion in matters 
of faft, pronounces to be impoflible* 

And 
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And what now is that contrariety t6 na^ 
ture, which is pleaded againft the poffibili- 
ty of miracles ? " A miracle," the author 
tells us, " may be accurately defined a tranf - 
** gr^on of a law of nature by a particu- 
•' lar volition of the Deity or by the inter- 
•* pofal of fome invifible agent */' But this 
definition is neither accurate nor confiftent 
with itfelf. The laws of nature are the laws 
of God : and, if God fliould occafionally 
change or invert any of thefe, there is no 
law, that I know of, againft it — no law 
of God or nature broken by it. But, in 
faft, where miracles are fuppofed, there is 
no change made in thefe laws. I have fhewn, 
that all that is unnatural in miracles is only 
appearance. There is nothing contrary to 
nature in fuppofing the dead to be raifed, 
or 'the winds controlled by a power equal 
to the ^c^. It was no way contrary to the 
nature of God to reveal his will to mankind,' 
in order to reform their corruptions, and to 
conduct them to virtue and happinefs. On 
the contrary, this might be piqufly hoped 
for from his wifdom and goodnqfs. It was 
no way contrary to the nature and ccMiditi- 

on 

♦ p. i8i. 



Digitized 



by Google 



t 4^ r 

on o£ men. It appears from the hifiory of 
mankind, thalt natural religion was at this 
time univerfally corrupted, and that n^ 
other probable means^Were left of restoring 
it. Reafon and philo&phy had tried their 
ftrength in vain. It was, therefore, on the 
part of man, highly expedient and defire- 
able* In fad, to this revelation, whether^ 
real or pretended, and to no other caufe,. 
it is owing, that the great truths of nature, 
concerning God, a Providence, and a fu-*^ 
ture ftate, are now f<> widely fpread, and 
that half the worlds mStefd o£ dumb idolsy 
are ferving the living God : and, if all the 
good ends, that might be expei^cd, are not 
yet anfwered by it, yet the feed of i^ word 
is fown^ the foundations of true i^^gioii^ 
are laid, and there is h&pc that k will iit 
time enlarge it's bonders;, luid prevail, wherc^ 
it is receivcdy with more effeft and infliK 
ence. It cannot be denied^ that the Gof-^ 
pel IS an adequate proviiion for the wants, 
a remedy for dl the infirmities of itiamkifid« 
There is nothing, that can be wifhed foi;^ 
in a rule of duty, th^t is not comprehendw 
ed in it. The miracles, then, that axteft it^ 
^e accounted for to our reafon : we have 
GQd> the caufe of all things, for their au^ 
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ihcsf : and a iufficient reaibn is affigned for 
thc^divine interpofition. And this will, at 
the fame time, account for all the wonders 
that followed : the actions, fufFerings, and 
fbccefs of the Apoftles will, upon this^ 
fchcme, appear cafy> confiftent, aid na-' 
tural. 

But, if this account be not admitted^ 
thefe will remain fo many contradiftiohs ta 
nature and experience, and it will lie upon 
Ae author to reconcile them to our belief. 
If the common motives to human aftions^ 
interdl, paffion^ and prejudice, cannot be 
pleaded in anfwer to thefe difficulties, what 
odicr accoimt can be given of them ? Some 
caufe muft be affigned adequate to the ef- * 
feft. For men to aft without motives is as ' 
unnatural, as it is f(»: a body to fink with* 
out weight — to aft againft the force of 
motives is as contrary to nature, as it is for 
a ftone to afcend againft the laws of gravity. 
Hesff what this author fays himfelf in ano- 
ther Ef£iy t " We cannot make ufe of a 
** more convincing argument, than to prove 
'^ that the aftions afcribed to any perfon 
** are direftly contrary to the courfe of na-^' 
!!ture, and that no human motives, in 
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" fuch circumftances, could, ever induce^ 
" him to fuch a conduft *•" 

The author tells us, that, in this cafe wc 
ijiuft rejeft the greater miracle. But mira^- 
cle isjtoo (oft a name for thefe incoofiften- 
cies. Could he fhew, that God, or fome 
invifible agent, had interpofed in confound- 
ing the reafon and underftanding of all that 
preached or believed the Gofpel, in chang- 
ing their nature, and^ giving a contrary di- 
reftion to their paffions, affedlions^ and in- 
ftinfts, they would then.be miracles^ and 
proper objects of our belief. , But thi^ I Aiall 
prefume impoffible to be proved, becaufe 
no end can be affigned for fuch interpofiti- 
on, but merely to deceive mankind — an 
end Co unworthy of God, and contrary, to 
^he perfeftions of his nature, that we may 
pronounce it impoffible for him to promote, 
or even to permit it to take effeft. 

Here, then, I may call upon the author, 
in his own words, to lay his hand nipon his 
heart, and declare, whether the miracles of 
the Gofpel coijld poffibly have been better 
attefted, if true — whether there is any one 

- V con- 
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ccJhdition wanting that can add credibility 
to them — whether there is any thing fo 
contrary to nature in thefe miracles, a^ in 
the teftiraony given, and the belief gained, 
to them, if falfe — whether it is not eafier 
to believe the miracles true, than that fo 
many nwraculous confequences (a natural 
effect of true miracles) /hould arife from 
them, if falfe — or, laftly, whether it be 
not more credible that God (hould work 
thefe miracles for fo great -an end as that 
of giving birth and eftablifhment to ChriT*. 
tianity, than that he fhould work more'and 
greater miracles to confound and deeeivft 
mankind* When he has balanced his acw 
count of the irapoflibiUty of miracles with 
the evidence for thofe of the Golpel, jand 
/iibtra9:ed the former from the latter, this 
JuhtraSHon will fert^infy amount to an entire 
annibiktion. 

Let w now jfecj the poor cafe which, the 
author puts ^t laft to illuftrate and crown 
his argument, ". When any one tells me, 
*^ that he faw a dead man reftorcd to Ufe, 
^' I immediately cp^ifider with rayfclf, whe- 
*^ ther it be Imore probable that this per- 
** ion ihould either deceive or be deceived, 

E '' or 



Digitized 



by Google 



[ 50 J 

^ dtthat the faft he relates fhould really 
*' have happened : 1 weigh the one ttiracle 
" againft the other, and, accordihg to the 
" fupeiiority which I difcover, I pronotnce' 
** my decifion, and always rejeft the great- 
" er miracle*." The author's argument 
requires him to prove, that no miracles, 
however eircumftanced, can be made credi- 
ble by any teftimony whatfoever. But, in 
the cafe fuppofed, the miracle has not one' 
circumftance to make it credible, nor the 
teftimony,^ one condition to confirm it's 
tru^h. A dead man we may fuppofe raifed 
to life without any reafon, ufe, or end what- 
foever : and a dead man may be raifed for 
fome extraordinary purpofe of Providence, 
as to give authority and charafler to the 
fpecial meflengers of God. Now, tho' the 
former of thefe cannot be made credible by 
the naked teftimony of one man, the latter^ 
one may ftill fuppofe, may be made credi- 
ble by the atteftation of many ;: efpeciially 
if they give proof, that they were neither 
deceived themfelves, nor intended to deceive 
others. If one man, unaffifted, cannot lift 
a weight of twenty tons, does it follow that 
twenty men cannot with the help of en- 
gines. 
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glues, lift the weight of one ? I agree with 
the author, that, when a man is faid to 
rife, like the ghoft in Prince Edward*^ 
only to fet again, it is more credible, that 
the teftimony is falfe, than the miracle 
true : but, when I fee an elFeft worthy of 
Providence, in which the religion, virtue, 
and morality of a great part of mankind 
are concern^, brought about by the belief 
of this, or fuch-like miracles, and find, 
upon inquiry, that this miracle is attefted 
by a great number of perfons who lived 
and died confeffors and martyrs to it, the 
falfehood of fuch teftimony appears to me 
far more miraculous than fuch a miracle. 

The author puts the fame cafe, with the 

addition of fome particulars, in the fecond 

part of his Effay : " Suppofe that all the 

*^ hiftorians who treat of England ftiould 

/* agr«j?, thati on t\it^r^oi January, 1600, 

" queen Elizabeth died — that^ both before 

^^ and after her death, fhe was feen by her 

^* phyficiaps and the whole court, as is ufual 

" with perfons of her rank — that her fuc- 

/' ceffor was acknowledged and proclaimed 

•' by ptirliaraent — and that, after having 

E 2 " b?en 

• A late play, called Ed'ward tht Black Pn'na^ 
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'^ been interred a month, flie again appear- 
4^* ed, took pofleffion of the throne, and go^ 
*' vemed England three years : I muft con- 
*^ fefs I fhould be furprized at the concur-* 
•* rence of fo many odd circumftances, but 
" fhould not have the le^ inclination to 
" believe fo miraculous an event *." Here/ 
again, the fafil: fuppofed is the ftrangeft and 
moft unaccountable that tihe author could 
well conceive> becaufe no final caufe appears 
to make it in any degree credible. But when 
was arty fuch faft attefted by hiftorians ? 
If the author thinks the ftory incredible, I 
think it as incredible that any good biftoriaA 
fhould relate it : if he thinks it incredibly 
becaufe it is a miracle, I think it incredible 
that God fhoifld work fuch a miracle for 
nothing* 

But the importance of miracles is, it 
feeiws, with the author, a thing of no con- 
fideration : this, which we c^onfidered as a 
circUmftance that gives the higheft credibi- 
lity to the Gofpel miracles, is, at laft, the 
very reafon why he rqefts them as incredi- 
ble. " I beg," fays he, " that the limita- 
tion here ntade may be remarked, when 

" I fay, 

♦ P. 200. 
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^^ I fay, tibtat a miracle can never be provied, 
*' fo as to be a foundation of a fyftem of 
" religion ; for I own, that otherwife, there 
** may poffibly be miracles, or violations of 
** the ufual conrfe of nature, of fuch a kind, 
" as to admit of proof from human tefti- 
*' mony, tho' perhaps it will be impoffible 
" to find any fuch in all the records of 
^^hiftory*." This conceflion is, furelyi 
very remarkable. Is it not plainly giving 
up the argument ? .For, if miracles may be 
wrought in cafes of lefe moment, why may 
they not in greater ? Or, is religion the 
laft and leaft of all things in the opinion of 
this author ? I confefs myfelf at a lofs to 
guefs what can be his intentioain this place. 
If, in compromife for the other miracles 
which he here grants us unafked, he expefts 
us to give up all that have religion for 
their objeft, it will indeed anfwer his pur- 
pofe very well. He may grant other mira-^ 
cles poflible, and yet make good his argu- 
ment againft them. But thefe are not fo . 
eafily dealt with. The fureft way not to 
believe them is not to examine them. And 
this he wifely recommends as the beft ex- 
pedient that has been tried againft them. 
E 3 !^ If 

• P. 19J. 
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" If a miracle/' fays he, " be afcribcd to 
" any new fyftem of religion, men, in all 
"ages, have been fo much impofed on by 
" ridiculous ftories of that kind, that this 
" very circumftance would be a full proof 
" of a cheat, and fufficient, with all men 
" of fenfe, rtpt only to make them rejeft 
*' the faft, but even rejefl it without far- 
** thcr examination *." This, indeed, is a 
fhort way with religion and miracles -, and 
we muft own, that the author hath found 
out at laft a decifive argument againft 
them, 

• p. 200, 
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PART IL 

LITTLE as it is that the author has 
done in the firft part of his EfTay, he 
feems to think it more than enough, and 
that half his pains might have been /pared : 
" In the foregoing reafoning, we have fup- 
^* pofed, that the teftimony upon which a 
^' miracle is founded may poffibly amount 
to an entire proof, and that the falfehood 
*' of that teftimony would be a kind of pro- 
*^ digy. But 'tis eafy to fhew, that we have 
" been a great deal too liberal in our con- 
*' ceffions, and that there never was a mi- 
" raculous event, in any hiftory, eftablifh- 
** ed on fo full an evidence *•" But, if the 
author was fo fure of his ftrength, why 
this corps de refer^e^ a body of troops that 
have been for ever harraffed, and are yet 
untired, in the fervice of infidelity ? 

The firft of thefe veteran bands is drawn 
up as follows : " There is not," fays he^^ 

* P- 183. 
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" to be found, in all hiftory, any miracle 
*^ attefted by. a fufficient number of mcu 
** of fuch unqueftioned good fenfe, educat 
" tion, and learning, as to fecure us againft 
" all delufion in themfelves — of fuch un- 
" doubted integrity,, as to place them be- 
" yond all fufpicion of any defign to deceive 
" others — of fuch credit and reputation 
*^ in the eyes of mankind, as to have a great 
" deal to lofe, in cafe of being ^detc6tcd in 
" a falfehood — and, at the fame time, at^ 
*^ tefting fafts performed in firch a public 
" manner^ and in fo celebrated a part of 
" of the world, as to render the drteftion 
" unavoidable : all which circumftances are 
" requifite to give us a full affurancc in the 
" teftimony of men */' The reader will 
allow me to fuppofe, that the author has in 
view, both here and throughout his Effjiyi 
tht Chrijian miracles, which we have been 
confidering. Now, the c^jeftions here made 
have been fo frequently and fully anf/vered 
by the advocates of Chriftianity, that it is 
quite piteous to fee the author, after pro^ 
claiming a viftory, calling in fuch pool? 
auxiliaries to his relief. 

As 

« R 185. 
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As to the firflr condtition here required^ 
there never was perhaps a faft dircftiy atw 
tefted by fo many witneffes as the mu-acle^ 
in queftion. We have ftill upon record the 
exprcfe depc^tkms of many in the writings 
of die Apoftles. ^ The converfion of every 
finglc perlbn to Chriftianity was, in truth, 
a clear and precife teftimony to thefe f a6ls ; 
for this religion was wholly built upon 
them. Now, befides the twelve Apoftles 
and fcventy Difciples chofen to preach the 
Go^ei, a great number more were con- 
verted by the miracles and refurreflion dF 
Chrlfi. JBut thofe that gave this witnefs to 
the miracles of the Apoftles were without 
nutaber. Never was there a do6lrine that 
fprrad fi) fwiftly through the world, or that 
gained fo many prefent and immediate wit- 
neffes to it's truth. 

The Apoftles and firft Difciples had not, 
many of them, the advantages of educa- 
tion arid learning. But what learning is 
required to enable men to fee with their 
eyes and hear with their ears ? The mira- 
cles they atteft were plain fafts, the obje(5ls 
of fenfe. Folly itfelf could not be deceived 
in them : and iwxt folly could never fo fuc- 
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cefsfuUy deceive. Thefe men, illiterate as 
thfy were and void of art or eloquence, 
did what this author, with all his argu- 
ments, will n^ver be able to do : they got 
the better of all tl^e religions in the world 
?ibout them, and eftablifhed their own in 
different and diftant counl;>-ies. They had, 
therefore, we may hope, fenfe enough to 
teftify what their eyes had feen and their 
hands had handled. 

They had not perhaps any great reputa- 
tion to lofe. But the good name of a poor 
man is as dear to him as that of the great- 
eft. If they h^d no publick charadler to 
lofe, they had publick infamy to dread : 
and this they incurred, - not by being de-* 
teiSted in 4 f^fehood, but by perfevering in 
the truth. If it was little that they gave 
up to follow Cbrijiy it was, however, all 
that they had. And what they gained was 
§ negative quantity, and muft be put to 
the fide of their loffes : they gained hunger 
and thirft, toil and labour, watchings and 
faftings, fcoxn and reproach, fcourgings 
and death. They loft, then, enough to 
evidence their fincerity. They gave every 
proof, that ever was given by man, to the 
truth of their teftimony. 

As 
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As to the notoriety of the fafls, they 
were done in the moft publick manner — in 
places of conftant refort — many of them 
in Jerufalemy at times of the greateft con- 
courfe : and, what is more, they were done 
in direfl oppofition to the prejudices of all 
that law them — before the moft vigilant 
and powerful enemies, wh6 did not, as this 
author tells us wife men commonly do, 
*' think the matter too inconfiderable to 
** deferve their attention ^," but exerted 
their utmoft induftry and authority in iup- 
preffing this new religion ; putting its head 
iand leader to death, fuboming falfe witncf^ 
fes to difcredit him and his miracles, and 
proceeding immediately, by imprifoning 
fome, and killing others, to deter and dif- 
perfe his followers. Thefe miracles, there- 
fore, were wrought in the very place where 
their deteftion was moft certain and un- 
avoidable; and the teftimony given to them 
was given in the fame publick manner and 
m the fame place. 

The author is well aware, that the tefti- 
mony of the Apoftles and firft Ghriftians, 

if 

♦ P. 198. 
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if tiie miracles were falfe (I mean, the faft 
of gmng fuch teftimony) and the miracu- 
lous events that fallowed in coniequence 
of them> will be thought, upon refleftion, 
at leaft as incredible as the miracles them- 
felves : and therefore/ to abate our wonder 
on this head, he obferves, " fecondly, that 
** there is a principle in human nature, 
"which, if ftridly examined, will be found 
** to diminilh extremely the aflurance we 
" rtright have from human teftimony in 
•' any kind of prodigy. The maxim, by 
•'which we commcmly condu£t ourfelves 
•* in our reafbnings, is, that the objefts of 
^ which we have no experience refemble 
•' thofe of which we have — thit what we 
•* have found to bq moi^ ufual is always 
" moft probaWe. But tho*, in proceeding 
" b/ this rule, we readily reje£t any faft 
"liiatis unufual or incredible in an ordi- 
** nary degree, yet, in advancing farther, 
^ the mind obferves not always the fame 
•^rule; but when any thing is affirmed 
" utterly abfurd and miraculous, it rather 
the more readily admits fuch a faft upon 
accoimt of that very circumftance which 
ought to deftroy all it's authority. The 
paflion of furprize and wonder arifmg 
" from miracles^ being an agreeable emo- 

" tion 
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** tion, gives a fenfible tendency towards 
^' the belief of thofe events from which it 
** is derived *." 

The love of novelty is, indeed, a natural 
paffion ; it is no other than the love of ^ 
knowledge, which God hath implanted in 
the mind for the wifeft reafons : and for 
the fame reafons we may be affiired that he 
h^h not laid fnares to betray us into error, 
and much lefs hath placed in us a princi- 
ple, as the author here fuppofes, the ten- 
dency of which is to make us befieve things, 
merely becaufe they are incredible. " With 
" what greedinefs," faith he, " are the 
*^ miraculous accounts of travellers receiv^^ 
•* their defcriptiohs of fca and land mmi^ 
" ftcrs, their relations of wonderful adven-- 
^^ tures, ftrange men, and imcouth nu9i«- 
•' ners !" It is true that every new difcovery 
gratifies our love of knowledge, and gives 
pleafure to the mind: but it muft have 
the appearance of truA to do fo. Tho* 
we love to be informed, we do not love 
to be deceived. A fingle miracle would rilk 
the credit of the beft-efteemed travels. But, 
according to this author's principle, the 

voyage 
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voyage to LilUputov Laputa muft <neet with 
more credit than that of An/on or Ellis. 

But, if the love of novehy will not re- 
concile us to miracles, that of religion* will 
make us believe any thing, ^* If the fpirit 
** of religion joins itfelf to the love of won- 
** der, there is an end of common fenfe *." 
If the author means, that men are more 
apt to beheve miracles in the caufe of re- 
ligion than in any other cafe, he is fo far 
in the right. Where (hould men expeft or 
believe miraculous interpofitions, but where 
it is moft worthy of God to interpofef 
But it does not follow, that religion is a 
friend to falfe miracles, or an enemy to 
coinmon fenfe. On the contrary, right no-«- 
tions of the divine nature and perfeftions, 
which religion teaches, are a neceffary help 
to diftinguifh true miracles from falfe. 
Now, the Jews^ in general, were better in* 
lli^ufted in thefe points than the wifpft of 
the Heathens. The men of Athens were far 
more fuperftitious than the moft ignorant 
of the Hebrews. The falfe wonders of 
magick, witchcraft, and necromancy, thefe 
w«re taught by their law to hold in con- 
: ' tempt 
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teittpt, and, confequently, were lefs liabld 
to be praftifed upon by appTearanccs of this 
fort. And, of the Apoftles and firft Chrif- 
tians, it is certain, that they had all the 
fecurity againft delufion and efror of this 
kind, that a rational piety and the nobleft 
fentiments of God and a Providence could 
give them. 

But *^ a religionift may be an enthufiaflr, 
** and imagine he fees what has no reality : 
** he may know his narration to be falfe, 
^^ and yet perfevere in it, with the beft in- 
*' tentions in the world, for the fake of 
** promoting fo holy a caufe : or, event 
'^* where this delufion has no place, vanity; 
^^ excited by fo ftrong a temptation, ope- 
*^ rates on him more powerfully than oil 
*' the reft of mankind in any other tirfcum- 
'* ftances, and felf-intercft with equal force : 
** his auditors may not have, and common- 
^^ ly have not, fufficientjudgitient to canvas 
♦* his evidence 5 what judgment they have 
** they renounce upon principle in thefe 
^ fublimc and myfterious fubjefts ^.'^ Here, 
it is confeffed, the author has touched upon 
a very powerful and fruitful fource of error. 

Men 
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Men, vfhofk paflions are ftrong6r than theip 
reafon, will be guilty of excefs in religion 
as well as in other things. A zeal for opi^ 
nions frequently makes men conclude their 
own caufe to be the caufe of God > and, 
from wifhing that Heaven may declare in 
their favour, they are eafily led to believe 
foch interpolition« upon the flighteft tefti- 
mony. But, tho' this principle will make 
men believe falfe miracles, it will not over- 
power their fenfes, or make them fee what 
has no r«lity. ' The Frmch prophets were 
extravagant enough to expe6l that one of 
their principal teachers would come to life 
again i but;, with all their enthufiafm, none 
could bdieve that he iaw this miracle : oti 
the coRtrary> this difappointment opened 
their ^es, and the pretence to miracle ruin- 
ed their cauie. Nor can I allow, with the 
author, that men of the beft intentions can 
pr<^gate a known falfehood for the iake 
of truth. An honeft mism may be hafty in 
believing; but he cannot be a deceiver or 
impoftor. It is certain, the religion of Cbrifi 
dizains fuch (nous frauds5 and his Apoftles 
have foj^ad and condemned them in terms 
as ievere as language can express : nc^ is it 
a jkinciple in this religion, as this writer 
wo^d infinuate^ that men ihould renounce 

their 



Digitized 



by Google 



C 65 ] 

tlieir judgment in inquiries of this fort : on 
the Contrary, they are injoined carefully to 
toamine the truth of miracles and doftrines, 
. before they believe them. 

But, granting the author's principles in 
their full extent, the miracles of the Gofpel 
will be no way affedled by them : For, firft, 
the Apoftles are free from all tinfture and 
'appearance of enthufiafm ; witnefs the wri- 
tings which they have left behind tibem, 
and that fyftcm of do6lrines and morals 
Contained in them : in their piety nothing 
over paffionatc, rapturous^ or ecftatic ap* 
pears, but all is ratiorialj fober, and tern-*- 
'f)erate : th^r zeal for their mafter and his 
religion, never tranfports them into ^om- 
})laints or inveftives againft his envmies* or 
their own, or iftto any ftrained eulogiums 
or panegyricks upon his Charafter : thejc 
recite all that is wonderful in his aftionsv 
without exclamation^ without vehement a{4 
ieveration, with an undoubting, unguai'ded 
fimplicity, that is highly lingular and re- 
markable : their whole conduft, in like 
manner, was void of oftentation, fteady, 
uniform, and regular throughout : they 
were not only confiftent each with himfelf 
(which a fanatick fpirit feldom is) but all 
F purfued 
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furfued the feme plan, without varyirtg or' 
change, with the moft perfeft harmony and 
agreement. And, fecondly, whatever influ - 
ence^ from paffion or prejudice, the wit- 
ncffcs to Chriftianity were under, this ope- 
rated the contrary way, and muft difpofe 
them to rejeft, rather than receive, the mi- 
racles : the Apoftles themfelves were Jews^^ 
and zealous of the traditions and cuftoms 
of their anceftors : the other converts, whe^-, 
ther yews or Pagans, were prejudiced, as 
ftrongly as they could be, by religion, 
againft the Gofpel : bigotry and enthufiafni 
rofe up every-where in perfecution againft 
it ; nothing butVeafon and conviftion could 
induce men to declare for it : every paffion, 
every intereft, and every prejudice perfiia^ 
ded againft this belief : and, in faft, every 
fingle converlion to it was not barely the 
teftimony of an unprejudiced judge, but 
the teftimony of an enemy to it's truth. 

** The wife," fays the author, in another 
place, '* lend a very academick faith to eve- 
*' ry report which favours the paffion of the 
*' reporter,^ whether it magnifies his coun- 
" try, his family, or himfelf, or in any other' 
** way ftrikes in with his natural inclinati- 
^ ons and- propenfities. But what greater 

'^ temp- 
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*' temptation than to appear a miflionary,' 
*^ a prophet, an ambaffador from heaven ? 
" Who would not encounter many dangers 
'' ^nd difficulties to attain fo fublime a 
/' charafter * ? " Where this chara6ter is 
indeed attended with honour and refpe6l, it 
will be natural for ambitious men to defire 
it. But the head and leader of this feft had 
been every-where reviled and perfecuted, 
and was crucified as a malefaflor : his fol- 
lowers every where fhared the fame fate. 
What temptation was there to appear his 
prophet or ambaffador ? What vanity or 
iclf-intereft was gratified by it ? 

But thirdly, the author tells us, '' it 
V forms a; very ftrong prefumption againft 
"^1 iiipernatural and miraculpu^ relations, 
*^that they are always found chiefly to 
"abound amongft ignorant and barbarous 
" nations ; or, if a civilized people has ever 
" given admiffion to any of them, that peo- 
" pie will be found to have received them 
** from ignorant and barbarous anceflors, 
** who tranfmitted them with that inviola- 
** ble fan6lion and authority which always 
'* attends ancient and received opinions -f-/' 
F2 ^ Thi§ 
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This argument, we prefume, has been ai-^ 
ready anfwered. The miracles of the GoC- 
pel were, as we have faid, performed where 
they were moft fufpefted. The Jews were 
by no means a barbarous people, and they 
were freer from fuperftition than any other 
nation in the world. Thefe miracles were 
knmediately canvaflfed with all the feverity 
that the prejudice of enemies could fuggeft. 
Some who werehealed of their difeafes were 
fent immediately to the priefts, on purpofe^ 
as it feems, that they might undergo the 
ftri6left inquifition. Others were called bcr^ 
fore the eouneil, examined, and threatened^ 
and every means tried to refute and filence 
them. This religion did not get ftrengtb 
in the dark, and then adventure itfelf by 
degrees into the light :: it was openly pro- 
daimcd, from the firft,. in the temple, and 
in the fynagogue, where the Jtws always 
reforted ; and, when the Apoftles had filled 
Jerufalem and Judaa with Aeir do6hineSy 
Rome and Athens were fome of the next 
fcenes of their miniftry. 

Under this head we are entertained witfc 
a long ftory from the Pfeudomantis of JLm- 
»n. " It was," faith the author, ** a wife 
" policy in that cunning impoftor, Alexan^ 

" der^ 
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^ Jery who, tho' now forgottfeii, was once 
^' fa famous, to lay the firft fcene of his 
** impoftures in Paphldganiay where, as Lu* 
'^ cian tells lis, the people were extremely 
*' ignorant and ftupid, and ready to fwal-^ 
^' low even the groffeft delufion. People at 
^* a diftance, who are weak enough to think 
** the matter at all worth inquiry, have no 
^* opportunity of receiving better informa- 
" tion. The ftories come magnified to thera 
'* by an hundred circumftances. Fools are 
^* induftrious to propagate the deluiion j 
" while the wife and learned are contented, 
^Mn general, to deride if a abfardity, with- 
^* out informing themfelves of the particu- 
'* hx fafts, by which it may be diftinftly 
" refutedp And thus the impoftor abbve- 
^* mpntipn^ was enabled to proceed, from 
" his ignorant Paphlagoniansy to the inlift^ 
^/ rng votaries even among the Grecian phi- 
" lofophers and men pf the moft eminent 
^'-rank an^i diftinftion in Rome — — nay, 
" could engage the attention of that fage 
^* emperor, Marcus Aurelius^ fo far as to 
** make him truft the.fuccpfs of a military 
" expedition to his delufive prophecies ^/"^ 
But what, if this famous impoftor never 
pretended tp miracles ? It is faid, indeed,, 
F 3 that 
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that he had his emiflaries in diftant coun- 
tries, who reported this, among other things, 
to his honour : but there is no appearance 
in his hiftory of his ever counterfeiting or 
pretending to this power; It was his poli- 
cy riot tb hazard his reputation on fo dan- 
gerous an ifTue. Ignorant and ftupid as his 
Paphhgonians were, it might have been too 
much for all his art to iiripofe falfe fafts^ 
upon their eyes and fenfes. He had, by a 
bold and fuccefsfiil cheat of another kind, 
eftablilhed his charafter among this people, 
who, LuciantdM us, differed from brutes 
in nothing but their outward form. He 
had the fortune too to gain the ear of a 
famous Roman general, who, by the fame 
author's account, was formed to be the 
dupe of eveiy pretender. This feems to 
have got him fome' name in Rome. But I 
find none, that.deferved to be called phi- 
lofophers, among his votaries. It is cer- 
tain, that the fight of a Chrtjiian or an 
Epicurean difconcerted all his management. 
They were always drove from his prefence, 
having the confidence, no doubt, to deride 
the prophet and his oracles. Every one 
mufl: believe, upon the reprefentation here 
made, that the tmptrov Antonine hzd, un- 
dertaken the expedition mentioned at the 
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itiftigation of this impoftor, or^ at leaft, 
had concerted meafures with him for pur- 
fuing it. But the oracle given out by this 
pretended prophet was voluntary and un- 
alked, in order, if the event had happened, 
as was probable, to inereafe his own credit. 
And^ fuperftitious as this great emperor 
and philofopher was, he did nothing, ii> 
purfuance of it, but what the wifeft gene-? 
ral might have done to humour the fuper- 
jftition and foliy of his foldiers, and to 
inipire th^sm with a confidence of vi6lory. 
It no-where appears that he hazarded the 
leaft point, or altered any pne of his mea- 
sures, in confequence of it. But, if it were 
true that this impudent impoftor had this 
learned emperor and the fchools of Greece 
among his admirers, this would only prove 
how much the wifeft part of mankind were 
^nilaved by fuperftition, before Chriftianity 
jpeleafed them from it. 

• The author adds, as a fourth reafon 
^which diminifhes the authority of prodigies, 
^* that there is no teftimony for any, even 
^* thofe which have not been exprefsly de- 
^* tefted, that is not oppofed by an infinite 
' ^ number of witneffes ; fo that not only 
f ^ the miracle deftroys the credit of the teA 
F 4 s '' timony^ 
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^^ timony, but even the teftimony dcftroya- 
" itfelf. To make this the better under-. 
" flood, let us confider, that, in matters pf- 
" religion, whatever is different is contrary, 
" and that 'tis impoffible the religions of 
" aritient Ramey of Turky^ of Sianty and of ' 
" China fhould, all of them, be eftabliihed 
^* on any folid foundation* Every miracle^: 
^* therefore, pretended to have been wrought. 
^^ in any of thefe religions (and all of them. 
" abound in miracles) as it's direft fcope is 
^^ to eftablifh the particular. fyftem to whicbk* 
" it is attributed, fo it has rfie fame forc^,^ 
^* tho' more indireftly, to overthrow every? 
" other fyftem : in deftroying a rival-fyf- 
^* tem, it likewife deftroys the credit of 
" thofe miracles on which that fyftem wagi 
** eftabliflied : fo that all the prodigies of 
** different religions aire to be regarded as^ 
f* contrary fafts, and the evidence of thefq. 
^^ prodigies, whether, weak or flrong, as 
" oppofite to each other *." This argu-r 
ment, he is ipprehenfive, will appear too 
fubtle and refined : but the only fault of it^ 
is, that it has no foundation in truth. Thq^ 
author cannot name a fingle miracle, that 
was ever offered as atefl of any of thefe- 
f eligions, before their eflablifhment, or to 

author- 
♦ p. 190. 
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authorize any pretcndc4 prophet to teach 

jfiich rtligian. Mahomet exprcfsly difclaims 

thi^ power ij> many places of his Koran. It 

appears friom bis manner of fpeaking of it, 

that he knew what advantage this pretence 

would give to his caufe, and even felt the 

want of it : yet, with all the affiftance tha): 

art and power conld give him, he durft not 

haaard fo dangerous an ejcperimeht. There 

is a wide difference betwixt^eftabltOiing falfe 

miracles, by the help of a falfe religion, 

and eftablifhing a falfe religion by the help 

of falfe miracles. Nothing is more eafy than 

jhe former of thefe, or more difficult than 

the latter. The author would make us hp-^ 

Jieve that miracles are to be met with in al-* 

inoft every page of antient hiftory : " When 

f ^ we perufe the $rft hiftories of all nations; 

f ^ we are apt to imagine ourfelves tranfport-* 

f * eduinto fome new world, where the whole 

f * frame of natipre is disjointed, and every 

f * f lement performs it's operations in a difv 

f ^ ler^nt manner from what it does at pre- 

^* fent. Battles, revolutions, peftilences, 

{^'fanunes, and deaths, are never the effefts 

f * ©f thofe natural caufes which we expeiiT 

f * «nce */' But the truth is, they are very 

|hilily ibwn in the writings of the hcathensf, 

/ ' Portent^ 
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Portents and procKgics I call not by th* 
name. Thcfe are to be accounted for from 
natural caufes, or owe their exiftence to a 
frighted or difturbed imagination. Of mi- 
racks, properly fpeaking, there are very 
few. upon record : moft of thefe are given 
up, by the hiftorians who relate them, as 
vulgar fables, unWorthy of belief, and none 
are fo attefted as to make them in any de- 
gree credible. Of this the author has un- 
defignediy ^ven us a full proof in the ftory 
which immediately follows : 

^* One of the bdl-attefted miracles in all 
^* profane hiftory is that which Tacitus re- 
*' ports of Vefpafian^ wha cured a blind man 
** in Alexandria by means of his ^ittle, and 
" a lame man by the mere touch of his foot, 
^* in obedience to a vifion of the god Sera^ 
"/tfV, who had injoined them to have re- 
** courfe to the emperor for thefe miracu^^ 
y lous and extraordinary cures ^.^ This, 
the author feems to infinuate, is as well at- 
tefted as any Cbrijiian miracle, and may be 
piade as good an argument for the religion 
of the antient Egyptians as any miracle for 
any religion whatsoever : " Every circum- 
<< ftance/' fays he " adds weight to the teA 

^J timony^ 
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^ tiftiony, and might be difplaycd at large 
** with all the force of argument and elo- 
" quence, if any one were now concerned 
^' to enforce the evidence of that exploded 
" and idolatrous fuperftition." The occali- 
on being fo tempting, he has tried his hand, 
and fhewn us how far this miracle may be 
parallelled with thofe of the Gofpel : f' The 
" gravity, folidity, age, and probity of fo 
*' great an emperor, who, thro' the whole 
*' courfe of his life, converfed in a familia/ 
^' way with his friends and courtiers, and 
** never afFefted thofe extraordinary airs of 
*^ divinity aflumed by Alexander and Deme^ 
.*^ trius — The hifk)i*ian a cotemporary wri- 
** ter, noted for candor anid vei'acity, and, 
*^ withal^ the greateft and moft pcnetra- 
**ting genius, perhaps, of all antiquity, 
" and fd free from any tendency to fuperfti- 
" tion and credulity, that he even lies un- 
*^ der the contrary imputation of atheifm 
f* and profaneneft — The perfons, from 
**wh6fe teftlmony he related the njiracle, 
^^ of eftablifhedcharafter for judgment and 
♦•veracity (as we may well fuppofe) eye- 
" witneffes of the faft, and confirming 
*' their verdidl, after the Flavian family 
Y. were delpoiled of the empire, and coi;ild. 
f- no longer give any reward, as the price 
^ .' "of 
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" of a lye : Utrumque^ qui interfuerey ntme 
** quoquememorantT, pojlquam nidhm mendach 
" pretium. To which if we add the publicfc 
" nature of the f^, as related, it will apv 
** pear, that no evidence can well be fuppofoi 
** ftronger for fo grofs and fo palpable a 
** falfehood." As to the charafter of this 
wife i?mperor, Suetmus^ who has wrote hi^ 
life, tells us, th^t be had long before this 
conceived hopes of the empire, from certain 
idle dreams and omens, qf which he ha^ 
jreckoned up ?ight or ten, as ridiculous a$ 
any in hiftory ; that immediately before this, 
when he was now proclaimed pmperpr by 
fome of the legions, and had ftrengthen^cj 
himfelf by f^veral alliances, he condefcend-? 
ed, notwithftanding his probity and gravity; 
to give out a miracle upon his own author 
rity, to make himfelf confiderable in the 
eyes of the people } pretending thalt, in the 
temple of Serapisy where he went alone, de 
firmitate imperii aufpiciumfa^uruSy ^va^ Ba^ 
JilideSy who was known at the time to be 
far diftant and unable to travel, had ^- 
peared to him, offering him crowns and 
garlands — a certain omen (as he and hisr 
courtiers interpreted the word Bajtlides) o£ 
the royal dignity. As for the credit of the 
^iflorian, he was no witnefs of the faft,» 
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nor, for ought we know, ever converfei 
with thofe that faw it ; and the teftimony 
he gives to it does^by no means amount to 
a proof that he believed it himfelf. To 
what purpofe, then, is the charafter he gives^ 
US of his veracity, penetrating genius, and 
incredulous turn of mind ? But, if the tef^ 
timohy of the hiftorian be not admitted^ 
the witneffes, from whofe teftimony he rela^ 
ted it, were of eftabliftied character for ve- 
racity and judgment. Thiis^ indeed, is ta 
the purpofe. On this point the whole me- 
rits of the caufe muft reft. How,^ then^ i^ 
this proved to us ? Why, the author fays if 
may well be fuppofedy and the hiftorian tells^ 
us that they perfifted in the report, when 
they could gaiji nothing by the fraud. But 
how does it appear that they had never re-» 
ceived any reward for their verdift ? The 
emperor, tho' he afFefted not the airs of 
divinity, yet was well pleafed with his new 
title, and, no doubt, was well underftood to 
look with a favourable eye on thofe wha 
Contributed! to fupport it. , The good ufes 
to which this miracle ferved are honeftly 
told Us both by Suetonius and Tacitus : Auc^ 
toritaSj et quafi majefias. qucedam^ ut fciUcet 
inopinato et adhuc novo principi deerat^ bcec 
^uoque acej^f^ Suet. Miracula evenere^ quels 
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cdejlhfa^or et quadam in yej(pafianum /«^//V 
hatio numinum ojienderetur^ Tacit. The A^^ 
Icxandrians could not but have an intereft 
in gaining the favour of this prince : the 
pefforis cured are faid to be e plebe Al^xan- 
^rina, probably unknown to thefe witnefles 
and to all the Romans about Vejpafian : the 
partifans of the new emperor were prepared 
to welcome and improve eveiy thing that 
looked in his favour : the phyficians, who 
were confulted whether thefe diforders were 
curable, declared that they were : where, 
then, is the Wonder that two men fhould be 
infbnufted to ^3: the part of lame and blind^ 
when they were fure of fucceeding in the 
fraud, and of being well rewarded (as we 
may hvell fuppofe) for their pains; 

This ftory is follpwed by two others, as 
remarkable proofs of the credulity of man-- 
kind, which, having obtained in Chrijiian 
countries, may perhaps be thought more 
appofite to the author's purpofe of difcre-^ 
diting the Chrijitan miracles. *' There is* 
*' alfo," faith he, ** a very memorable ftory 
" related by cardinal de RetZy and which 
*' may well deferve our confideration : when 
** that intriguing politician fled into Spain, 
** to avoid the perfecution of his enemies^ 

r he 
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^^ be pafled thro' Saragojfa^ the capital of 
^* Arragoriy where he was fhewn, in the ca- 
** thedral church, a man who had feiVed 
** twenty years as a door-keeper of the 
*' church, and was well known to every body 
*^ in town who had ever paid their devotions 
** at that cathedral : he had been feen for io 
^^ long a time wanting a leg, but recovered 
^^ that limb by the rubbing of holy oyl upon 
^^ the ftump ; and, when the cardinal exa- 
•' mined it, he found it to be a true natural 
** leg, like the other. This miracle was 
** vouched by all the canons of the church i 
^* and the whole company of the town was 
^* appealed to for a confirmation of the faft, 
** whom the cardinal found, by their zea^ 
^/ lous devotion, to be thorough believers 
" of the miracle. Here the relater was alfa 
^^ cotemporary with the fuppofed prodigy^ 
*^ of an incredulous and libertine charafter, 
*^ as well as of great genius — the miracle 
*^ of fo Angular a nature as could fcarce 

** admit of a counterfeit and the wit-» 

^' neffes very numerous, and all of them^ 
in a manner, fpeftators of the fa<5t pf 
which they gave their teftimony: and 
^* what adds mightily to the force of the 
^^ evidence, and may double our furprife on 
^ this occafion, is, that the cardinal him- 
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•* felf, who relates the ftory, feetn^ not td 
" give any credit td it^ and, confequtntly, 
" cannot be fufpe6l«i of any concurrence 
" in the holy fraud *." The ftory is, in- 
deed, remarkable, las the author has told it. 
Firft, the rdator was a cardin^li ^nd n man 
of great genius 5 and, tho' ht had never feeri 
the wooden leg, yet he fatisfied himfelf that 
the man had now tivd natural legSj like ano^ 
tber man^ It does not y indeed, appear, that 
he examined all or any of the Canons^ oir 
that he difcourfed with any body in town 
about it 1 but he founds hy the dev^tisn of 
the peopiey that they believed the man to 
have had a wooden 1^; Then the cardinal 
was a man of a libejrtine character, and^ 
ivbidf is Jlill more iv6ndetfuiy iind adds migh^ 
iilyto the enddentey he did not believe the fior^ 
himfeif. This climax of evidence And viron- 
der itell riling upon us is very extraordina*-' 
ry. The relator of the ftory was a curdinaU 
and therefore a good evidence of a Romijh 
miracle : he was of a libertine chdraSler^ and 
therefore had the better right to be believed 5 
but, what puts the evidence out of queftion, 
he did not believe the Jiory bimfelf^y which, 
again, is doubly furprizing^ as the author 
obferves, beceufe he wa^ naturally of an ih^ 

credulous 
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€reduhus temper. This is the firft ftory. Th€ 
iecond deferves a more ferious attention. 

** There, furely, never was fo great a 
** number of miracles afcribed to one per- 
** fon, as thofe which were lately faid to 
*^ have been wrought in France upon the 
** tomb of Abbs Paris, the famous Janfe^ 
** nijij with whofe fanftity the people were 
*^ fo long deluded. The curing of the fick, 
*' giving hearing to the deaf and fight to 
** the blind, were every- where talked of as 
• ^* the ufual efFefts of that holy fepulchre. 
** But, what is more extraordinar)'', many 
: " of the miracles were immediately proved, 
** upon the fpot, before judges of unquef- 
*' tioned integrity, attefted by witnefles of 
" credit and diftinftion^ in a learned age, 
^^ and on the moft eminent theatre that is 
" now in the world. Nor is this all : a 
*^ relation of them was published and dif- 
" perfed every-where : nor were the Jefuits^ 
" tho' a learned body, fupported by the ci- 
. *' vil magiftrate, and determined enemies to 
; ^' thofe opinions in whofe favour the mira^ 
^' cles were faid to have been wrought, ever 
^' able diftinfUy to refute or deteft them. 
** Where ftiall we find fuch a number of 

G *Vcir- 
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*^ circumftances agreeing to the corrobOTa- 
" tion of one faift ? And wliat have we to - 
" oppofe to fuch a cloud of witneffes, but 
*^ tl>e abfolute impoflibility or miraculous 
" ^3iature of the enrents wiiich they relate I 
" And this, forely, in the eyes of all rea^ 
" fonable people, wiil aione he regarded as 
" a Sufficient reflation ^/' 

The author has here afierted many things 
that he will not be able to fupport. The 
mirades pretended wer-e, many of them, re- 
futed upon .the fpot : a judicial inqueft was 
made by the archbifhop of Paris into one 
of the moft celebrated, and the cheat was 
fully dete6led : the lieutenant of the police 
brought many to <x)nfefs that the part diey 
had afted was all artifice and pretence ; and 
an ordonnanoe was hereupon iffued from the 
court for apprehending all that were con- 
• cemed in fuch frauds : the archbiflbiop of 
Sens exhibited a public charge againil more 
than twenty, as palpahle and difcovered 
cheats : and Mr. Montgeroriy tine profeffed 
advocate of thefe miracles, of whom We 
Ihall have moi-e to fay hereafter^ does not^ 
ki his anfwer, pretend to defend a fourth 

part 
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part of thefe : and the author may fee his 
defence of thefe, and of all the other mira- 
cles he defends, difiinSUy refuted in the Cri- 
tique gJnerale of Mr. Des Vaux. The moft 
iiiiiai effefls oi this fepulchre wer^e not cures, 
but diftempers —a fort of convulfion^, which 
icized alike the found and the fick, and were 
attended with luch ftrange appearances as 
brought great contempt and ridicule upon 
the other miracles of this faint, Thefe con- 
wflfions, we are told by flcilful phyficians, 
are eafily counterfeked, and, from being 
<:aunterfeked, frequently become real and 
fea!bitua:l : they are too fo communicable, 
by a ibrt of fympathy, to perfons -of weak 
Jicrves, th«t this diftemper, it is well known, 
15 for this wafon excluded fome of our great 
-hofpitais 5 it having been found that, when 
one is ieized, it Ipreads, like 4nfe6lion, thro' 
a whok ward. This will account for the 
great mimfoers wiw) are iaid to have fek this 
«ctraordinary effeft from vifiting the jihbi'% 
tomb. 

i <teny not that there were real cures 
wr^MJght upon the fick that wer« brought 
there : but the feme, I dare proinouiice, 
would happen, if a thoufand people, tak^a 
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at a venture, were at any time removed frwn 
their fick chambers in London to St. Paarsr 
Churcb-yard OY t\i^ Parky efpecially, if they 
went with any ftrong hope of a cure : in 
fuch a number, fome are always upon the 

point of recovery many only want to 

fancy themfelves well others may be 

flattered for a time into this belief, while 

they are ill and many more, by frefh 

air and motion, and efpecially by forbear- 
ing the ufe of other means, will find a 
change for the better : but, that the blind 
received their fight, or the deaf were refto- 
red to hearing, by thefe vifits, I deny that 
we have any competent or tolerable evi- 
. dence. This fanguine writer does, indeed, 
take upon him to anfwer for the credit of 
the witnejfes and the integrity of the judges. 
But thefe miracles were never proved in a 
judicial way. The vouchers produced for 
th^m are only certificates collefted from all 
.forts of perfons, who were neither interro- 
gated by judge or council, nor confronted 
by other witnefles : they only left their de- 
pofitions or affidavits in the hands of a no- 
tary, who was not concerned to examine, 
or even to know, the perfons who made 
•therji, or whether they gave in their own or 

fiair 
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fiQ:itious names. The credit, therefore, of 
the witnefTes was never proved bjr any trial 
whatfoevcr *. 

G 3 Doftor 

* In the fecond edition of the Mttafhy/ical Ejfays there it 
Jln additional note to p. 195, &r. in which the author ob« 
iervei» that '* the Molimift party had tried to difcredit thefr 
*' itiiracles in one inllance^ that of Mademoifelle Li Frant. 
** But, befides that their proceedings were the moft irregu. 
M lar in the world, particularly in citiog only a few of the 
M Jan/nttfis* witnefle^y whom tiitf tampered with y befidea 
** this» 1 fay, they foon foond themfelves overwhelmed by 
<« a cloud of new witnefles, one hundred and twenty in 
<< number, moft of them perfons of credit and fubflance ia 
«• Paris, who gave oath ( — for tuhat T n9t fir tht miracl^ 
5* in ^uejliont but J for the iiiifacte^'^ 

The pretended cure of Jant It Franc was the mod cele- 
brated and beft-attefted of all the firft miracles of this faint ; 
and was, therefore, vtry fitly pitched upon for examination ^ 
in order to give all the advantage to the miracles that could 
be, wtibed, and to put the trial of them upon the Mttii 
iifae. It was tried by a judicial procefs dire^ed for that 
purpofe ; and, whatever formalities the author may thinic 
wanting in the proceedings, tc was to dearly copvided of 
impofture, that one of the ableft advocates for thefe mira- 
clei, M. li Grits, could find nothing to reply in it*s defbnce \ 
nor does M. di Momtg$r9n himielf pretend to defend it. It 
It was proved, by ikvt of tht witne/Tes to this miracle, that 
the certificates, which they had given into the. hands of the 
notary, and which were counterfigned by Mademoifelle // 
Franc herfelf, were afterwards falfified, and many material 
^IreomilaQces added which th^y had nevc^r liU^fted ^ by o- 

|hci?5^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



Doftbr Middieterty who has Kkewife fet 
out the evidence of theie miracles with greaC 
parade, is pleafed to tell us that " the rea- 

" lity 

tjiert, that (he wa»f iiv great meaforff^ redovered befose (be 
vifitMl the tomb ; ani that many/ of tb^dtfofdepa alleged aa* 
cared were eniirel)^ chimerical : ani b^ others, that iherG- 
tarned frooi the tomb: in th<a fa me) condition that (ha went 
there, aad ftill wanted the help of farther necticioea.: which 
laib cjacttflEiftiaiice may ftem coofitroied by the non ^ippearaate 
of U hranc herfeif^ who was not to^bc found at ^ traX^ 

The author gpes^on, after celebrating the, vigilance, ac^ 
tivity, pene|ration> and ext^^Kcintelii^eiiQe of Monf. fff^ 
ffiutf then UiuUnant i/tpcUft^ to obCerve, thax <^ this magii^ 
** tratCi who by the nature of hii office la almoil ahiblttte^ 
** was inveAed with full powers, on purpofe to fupprefs or 
''.difcFcdu thffe miracles ;. ami^ ha freqtfeml)^ feised ioitne- 
'< diately an4 examinad.the wknefflje and fubjefbs of them ;. 
** but never could reach ao^thiftgifaiisCfidoryi again ft them*" 
But the nature of thi^ magfftrate^s olice. waa f» its fromr 
malcing. him abfolute in the praienccafe^ that it gave hiaa 
no pow^r at all to examine xhp truth of thaf* miraeLrsu. 
This was the province of the arohbiihop alonie^ andnotio 
be invaded s laccordiogly,, ia the^ ordcAnante of tbe kia^ 
daud January 27, 1732* by. whi«h Mr. hdratav^'^t trnpowt* 
ered to arreil and coa^na the moitoUlinato of theib oUa^* 
culized cbeattiy. aftu' the cofivi^ofr of jittie U F^ane^ ai>4 
after he had brought xnai>y to afVolantafy.oooCieifiixMb of the 
fraud, this powct ia . particftUHj^ referved to the u^tir* 
|>ifl)0|r^ 

Soon 
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** lity of them is aittcfted by foihe of tke 
** princrp^ phyflcians and fcargeons m 
^^ Fnmcfy as wdi a6> the dcygy of th^e firft 
*^ dignity, ikvtral of whom were eye-wit- 
^ txcfics of them, who* pirefent&dr a verbal 
*' pitoccfs of each to the archbifhop with a 
^' petition, fignedj by afcove twenty cures or 
" reftors of the parifhes of Parrs, defuring 
'* that they mi^ he aufirhentically regiflfer- 
" ed, and foicmnly publiflied to^the people; 
*' as true miracles */' Any one, who reads 
this in connexion with what goes before it, 
will' be led^ to believe that a great number 
of thefe miracles had been confirmed by 
G 4 this 

Soon after this the tomb was inclored and (hut up ; but 
the fim« farce ^ill continoed in maoy parts of thie city, 
fome hundred^ pretending to thefe mirac»loas convul(io«6 ; 
mod of tbem poor g^rl6» who gpt a lii^elihoo^bythe buii^ 
oefs. So that the author mig^t have fpareci his remark^ 
** No Jan/en^ wai ever embarra^ed to account for the ccfi. 
** fation bf the nyradesiwhen the chuxch-yar4 was (bu4 up» 
•* 'Twas the touch of the tomlx that operated thefe extras 
^* ordinary effedls ; and when no one coold approach the 
f* tomb, no effieds couId< he expcdled, Esfc," As he rafght 
too. his concern for the poor Molinifis that rfrje£led thefe 
miracles; whg were never put, as he repre(ents» to the 
hard neceifity of accountiog for them from witchcraft and 
the power of the devi], bat always re^i^d them into theeijEt 
proper Qaufeft, 

• Free Inquiry j, p. 225» 
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this verbal procefs * : but there never were, 
as far as I can inform myfelf , more than four 
or five thus proved by order of the cardinal 
Noailks. Whether the petition mentioned 
was prefented by phyficiahs and clergy of 
the firft dignity, as the doctor's words fe?m 
to import, I will not take upoai me to 
controvert: but, in all that Thave read, 
I find only that it was prefented by the 
tvrcnty-rtwo cures who figned it-f-. The 
- . * doftor 

^ The verbal procefs \ talce to be a narrative of the 
fa£l drawn up on th^ fpot by a magiflrate (in the prefent 
caie, by a commiilary appoiated for that purpofe) upon a 
view of the place and clrctfmdclnces, an examination of 
the panics, and the depofition of wicnefTes. 

f Mr. Bumi^ in the additional note to page 196, fpeak- 
ing of Mr. de Feniimilie^ who was focceflbr to cardinal 
NoaitUs in the archbilhoprick of Paris^ tells us, that twen- 
ty^two redors or cor6s of that city* whofe general charader, 
for ftridfcnefs of life and maoners, he celebrates very jjuilty, 
but ^tty little to the purpose, did, **" with infinite earned- 
" nefs, prefs him to examiae thefe miracles, which xhtf 
*f aflert to be known to the whole world, and indifputably 
<' certain : but he wifely forbore." But it is certain, that 
this prjdatc was fo far from forbearing or declining this 
ta&>Jtbat he caqfed a poblick judicial inquell to be made 
into them ; and, in ah ordonhance of Ntvemier 8, I735» 
has pnbHihed the mod convincing proofs, that the miracles, 
fo ftrongly warranted by thefe cures, were forged and 
connterfeited. 
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dpfltor might have told us too that it was 
^je£led as well as prefented, and the arch- 
bifhop's reafons for rejc£ting it, which were 
nothing lefs than palpable falfehoods and 
contradiftions, legally proved //zr des inform- 
matiom juridiques^ on the witneffes, and 
even in the depofitions taken by order of 
the cardinal de Noailles: he might have told 
us that thirty of the moft eminent jl^^^/rj/? 
do6lors, who were fuppofed to have an ih- 
tereft in fupporting thefe miracles, protefted 
againft the abufe that was made of them^j 
and publifhed many good reafons for not 
believing them— that, if fome ph)rfician$ 
pf note pronounced the cures in queftion 
to be miraculous, many more, who had 
better opportunities of informing them- 
felves, judged the contriary —that one of the 
faculty publifhed a treatife to account for 
the phaenomenon pf the convuliions in a 
natural way, and feveral, who were ,coli- 
iulted on the other pretended cures, de-r 
flared the whole to be fiftion and ^rapoA 
ture*. 

AU 

f Sec Icttci: 7di of the CrUt^ue of Mr. Des V^euK. This 
jqdicioos writer* who u now rainifter of the French church 
in Dublin^ was himielf a Janfenift and an iakabitant of 
Parii at the . time when thefe miracles were celebrated. 
This circamftance, which adds to the credit c|f his verdid, 

dodor 
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All ihskt was real ia thefe phenomena 
may be accounted' for fronnt natw-e: but a 
great part wa^ certaraly appearance, and 
owing ta art^ The u0kd Paris., as doft^i 
MidiiIetm'hM>to]4fUSy [■ was a zealous Jtin*^ 
*^' femjiy, and .awarm,oppoler of the bull e^ 
•^ xroniiitution Unigenitus^ by which the doe^ 
^' trinea^ of this &£t weee ^xpr^feiy con^ 
" demnjed: he died in 1725, and was bu^^ 
" rieditt thtf clrurchy,ard of St. Medardin 
" Faris^ whithei? the great reputation of 
*' his fenfl:ity 6x^m maa;vy people to vifit \m 
" tomb, and pay their devotions t^him* as 
^' a^faintsr and this concourfe^ gradually m^ 
^* crcafing, made him^ ibon; be confidered as 
^* a liibje6t prefer to r^ve the credit^ of 
** that party, now utt^y depr^flfed by the 
" powey qf the J^eJwtSy fupported by' th« 

^' ?kuthority 

io^ot MidJl$tow\. who bad fceo hi$ book^, and thtrcfora 
niift know it, chufe^ to- conceal, and to rcprefent him oi>Jy 
iw a FfUfiant nnrittr^ This may be excufed. But it is too 
much to aflert that *< he docs not deny the fafls, but only 
**- codeavours to make the miraculous nature of them. fuf. 
^^ pelted &'* for near a. fbiu-tb pan of this boob, wihte& ct>n« 
iftt of nine letters, in- two- vol«mea» iaok), is. takcA npr in 
difproving.tMfQ fa£U» and the tiller the head, of one of 
tlia loogflil Utters ia Qm P^n-fmti vpitf fmn l$t phusivum 
pii Mff. de MotftffTOOi fr»Jmt, qit£ htt/mtt qt^H puilkr n^ 
Jfnt pfis vrat'i. 
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" antbority of tlte court *." Ifetf the city 
of Parisy ajnxi mrnij aaiong them of M«fc, 
took pairt with the appellants againft thk 
bull; The feint was> therefore^ fure to 
have juiitice dtone hii». M^ o# thcfe, i€ 
tiiey did not believe, yet wi(he<i well' to his 
miracle for the feke of mortifying the j%^ 
fuits and their pafty. 

" But tike cvidfence o# thefe miractes^is ffill 
" prefervedin a^pompoue volume of Me«rf. 
*^ de Montgeron^y ^ pei^fon of eminent rank 
^ in Fijrhy who, Di>. Middktm telfs uSj 
^ dedicated' aiad prefented' it to- the kiag in^ 
" perfon, beir^- imdueed, as th« author de- 
<^ dares, byp the inconte(febk evid^iee of 
^ 1^8 ftifts, by whieh be himfelf from a 
*' liberfane awtf profeffed- Deilt, became a^ 
5^ fincere convert to the Chrijfim faith*f-/^ 
As^ the credit oi thefe boafted miracles reft* 
ahnoib wholly on this^ book cff Mr. Mont^-^ 
fofiy the reader will noG be difpkafed, if we 
ftop aihttte tt>-€onfider theehara^r of tile 
^oric and it/s author. 

Thia book was- puMifhed, as we arc adw 
yertifed' at the beginning, to demonftrate, 

among 

f Frtt Inquiry^ p. 223. f f^^* Inquiry, p. 224» 
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^nong other things-, the juftice of the caufe 
of the appellants againft the bull Unigenitus: 
but it was fo far from anfwering the pur- 
pofe of reviving the qredit of the Janfenijis 
or their miracles, that from this time they 
limk into greater difgrace than ever; while 
the author was caihiered from his employ-./ 
ment, fent firft to the Bajliky and after-, 
wards into banifhment. The author declares 
himfelf converted to Cfiriftianity by the evi^ 
dence of thefe f^fts ; but it is ftrange to ob-^ 
ferve, from hjs own hiftoiy of this conver- 
fioa, that \X was wrought without his either 
feeing QtX examining the evidence of any one' 
<rf th?fe njifacles. It appears, fpom this 
hiftory, that th? author was early imprcffed 
with a feiife of religion— that, having given 
himfelf up tp a life of pleafure and debauch, 
he was, pn a certain occafion, fo ftruck with 
jemorfe, as %o ihut himfelf up in a convent,' 
with defign to fpend his days in penitence 
and retirement— that, returning again to 
his former life, he endeavoured to free him* 
felf from the checks of confcignce by reading 
the books of Deifts, and perfuading himfelf 
that religion was a cheat— that the famous 
bull Unigenitus^ which juft then appear^; 
helped much to confirm him in this belief: 
But the fears of religion ftill kept hol^ pf 

hinv, 
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hirti, and, particularly, oh the firfl report 
of our Abbi's miracles, his confcience took 
the alarm, and put him upon inquiring in 
carneft into the truth of religion — that, up- 
on hearing a fecond time of thefe miracles, 
he refolved to vifit the tomb, and make a 
ftrift enquiry into their truth — that, coming 
there, he was immediately ftruck with the 
ardor that appeared in the devotion of the 
peoples ftrongly impreffed with which, he 
fell himfelf on his knees, and addrefled a 
fhort prayer to the faint, befeeching him, 
** That, if indeed he ftill lived, and had any 

^* power with the Almighty, he would pity 
*' his blindnefs, and intercede for him, that 

: •* his mind might be enlightened, and the 

-** cloud removed which held him in dark- 
" neis!'* Upon which, immediately, while 
he continued fome hours on his knees, aU 

.the arguments for religion, which he had 
ever heard or read, prefentcd themfelves to 
his mind, and pafied in review before him, 
with fuch force and conviftion, that he be- 

,c^me from that moment a zealous and con- 
firmed Chriftian. Here, you fee, the au- 
thor, without waiting for any miracle, or 

inquiring into thofe which he had heard, 
was not only converted to Chriftianity, but 

l>ecame a determined believer of all the mi- 
racles 



Digitized 



by Google 



I 94 ] 

i»]Cies v£ ttht& fnnt. AmA -ftom tfaiB AKXt 
ikctxh. fipemnyieardy make out hts diarafbar, 
*wlttch wibs plainly fth^t t»f a irrong^icaded 
.and /violent man, tiiat ctniddftfaink cooily 
abcwt nothing, chan^ng, as fiancy (x ftem- 
por kd hhn, from ^aoae tcfrniion, »6K>m one 
cixtreane^ to laiKMbhcir, aad govrenxdtliTaugk- 
out fby psiilfioti or ^rcj adke^ and ndt by i^ea-- 
ibn. 

His book lirts paiMied teal (ot^tccording 
te Dn MidcQ^eriy twdve) years after the Ab^ 
it^ deittii ; ^and 'tis acodkiftiafli of oniy tiine 
cufes, ii^£ted om of the great number 
wbich are fiiid to iiajve been wronght in all 
tbistime; the firit of which I fliall pucfent 
w^ reader witii, in a few tvonis, ^ a ^eci-* 
men e£ the reft: A Spmip yi^uth, art: the 
4|ge of ten years, loft cntireiy the fi^ of the 
left eye hy a violent rheiain ^and osiSamma^ 
,^on: ^ few yeitas after^ reraiving a blow «p- 
oa the light eye, he becafus aBmoft hiiodibr 
ibuiedays, but, by proper «iiuedics, reco- 
ver^ his fight :again: at the jaige of fixteco, 
this eye was attac^d with a &iiQon ^odiai*- 
fianunatiaa HJue to that *which had deftroy ed 
the other, but was ibon reoovared, hy the 
application of a cmtaim watsr, fb far as to 
alio w hiio &r tiTC) or throe moBths after to 

profecute 
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profecute his ft4idics: but, the difordef theh 
returning, and the fame remedy heingfound 
ineffeftual, he continued in this ftate, with- 
out tiie application of any remedy, near two 
months ; at the end of which, beamgof the 
ji6^ Ptfm's -miracles, he refotved, with the 
confent of his governors, who were zealous 
Janfentftsy to apply to the JMes to»b : he 
entered upon a neuvaine, or nine-days dev;o- 
tion, in honour of the faint, and to fuppili- 
cate his affiftance: the effeft was, that his 
pains redoubled, and the inflammation in- 
creafed; but towards the end of the term 
thefe bad lymptoms abated, and liis eye at 
laft became ftrong enough to bear the light, 
and to pennit him to return to his ftudies: 
and all this without the ufe of «ny other 
means than faving the eye from reading fer 
three months, Shutting out the light, and 
bathing it the two 1^ days witfi a little dc- 
coftion of mallow-roots with laudanum, 
prefcribed by an oculift >, and this too owed 
all it's virtue to the manner of applying it, 
which was not with a common linen rag, 
but a piece of the fliirt in which the Abie 
died, and fome of the earth in which he was 
buried. A certain Janfeniji pJhyfician, who 
faw this eye two days before the cure, judg- 
ing it to be a diforder of the optick nerve^ 

expreffed 
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fcxprefled fome doubt whether it were cura- 
ble, and^ being told afterwards that no hu- 
man means had been ufed, inclined to think 
.the cure miraculous. This, I fuppofe, is one 
of the principal phyficians, who, Dr. Midr 
dleton tells us, attefted the truth of thefe mi- 
racles^ But it is certain that many other 
- phyficians and oculifts, both in France and 
Spairij thought otherwife, and prefcribed 
bleeding, bathing, and the ufe of different 
medicines for it. The left eye, in the mean 
time, remained in it's former ftate, uncured; 
and the eye which was healed relapfed fome 
time after, and was again cured by bleeding, 
^rhis is the firft miracle^ as it is related \rf 
this author, and attefted by many vouchers 
and certi€cates printed along with it— d 
. ftory too contemptible for argument or re- 
mark. But, if the reader defires to fee the 
falfe colouring in which the writer has dref- 
it&, \ly and the inconfiftencies and prevari- 
cation of the witneflbs detcfted, he maj 
find this done, to Ms entire fatisfa6i:iori, 
in the lettei^ above-mentioBed, and in the 
liincteenth and twentieth tomes x)f the Bib-' 
ihtbeque raijhnh^ from which, and Mx.Fer^ 
nefs J^ruiti ^ la V^eriteJe la Religion Cbre^ 
titnisit^ ms& of iheji jemaris are taken . 

Tiie 
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' The evidence then> fw thcfc miracles, 
tho' fet out with fo nrach eloquent pomp, 
when examined, is found to amount to ve-^ 
fy little^ But this is acknowledged, that 
the credulity of mankind is v«y fully pro- 
ved by this and the other legendary mira- 
cles of Popery, and that hence an argu- 
ment of feeming weight ftill lies againft 
the miracles of the Gofpel : for, if fb many 
other miracles have been bdicved rafhly 
aad vi^hout reafon^ it is poiEble that thefe , 
.may likewife have been received upon m- 
-competent teftimony 5 and^ tf this be pofli- 
ble, muft it not alfo be allowed more pro^ 
bable, than that events fo ftrange and 
if^^ntr^ty to the common courfe of nature 
^ould be true ? This is the inference, wc^ 
grt»y prefume, the author would have ,ua 
^[nake fvom the ftoties he hath, rdated ; 
and this olgeftion he has incidentally drop*, 
ped in fcveral parts of his EfTay : ** The- 
/' many inftances of forged miracles^ 
." and prophecies, and fupernatural events^ 
." whichi in all ages, have either been de** 
:*^ tcfted by ccwitrary evidence, or which de- 
>* te£t themfplves. by tLeir abfiirdity^ mark 
i" fufficiently the ftrong propenfity of man- 
*' kind to the extraordinary and the mar- 
H "vel- 
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** vellous, and ought reafonably to beget 
'* a fufpicion againft all relations of this 
/' kind * :" And again, in the place abovie 
cited, " Should a miracle be afcribed to 
*' any new fyftem of religion, men in all 
" ages have been fo much impofed on 
** by ridiculous ftories of that kind, that 
" this veiy circumftance would be fuffici- 
" ent, with all men of fenfe, not only to 
" make them rejeft the fa£l, but even re- 
**je6l it without farther examination -f-/' 
:As this is one of the moft fpecious and 
prevailing arguments againft the miracles 
of religion, it will deferve a diftinft an^ 
^er. 

Tothefirftcottifequence, then, which the 
author here draws.from the credulity of men> 
I readily agree — That miracles and fafts 
of an extraordinary nature may be juftly 
fufpefted, 'till fufficiait evidence of their 
reality is produced, and ought never to be 
received, 'till after a previous examination 
had into this evidence. But, that all mi- 
racles ftiould be rejei5led without examina- 
tion, becaufe a great number have been 
forged, is, fure, a itioft; illogical conclufion. 

The 

• p. 1 86. t P. 20CH 
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The truth of the Gofpel miracles does not 
imply that all the miracles upon record are 
true : how then does the falfehood of other 
miracles afFeft the truth of thefe ? If fome 
mc^ are cheats and impoftors, is there no 
ti-uth in the world ? If fome have believed 
upon too flight evidence, muft we, there- 
fore, rejeft all teftimony, and difl^elieve or 
doubt about every thing ? Is the currency 
of bad coin a proof that there is none 
good ? The teft and afTay will alvo^ayis dif- 
tinguifh the true from the falfe : and it is 
our own fault, if we are impofed upon by 
counterfeits. God hath given us reafon 
and underflanding to know good and evil, 
titith and falfehood, and in all things per- 
-taining to life or duty, hath made the dif- 
ference between them fiifficiently clear and 
difcemible. If he fpeaks to us by miracles, 
he will, doubtlefs, caufe his voice to be 
known, and give full evidence of his autho- 
rity* To thofe, who are not prefent wit'- 
nefles of his power, this evidence will be 
tranfmitted with fuch teftimony as cannot 
be impeached — fuch as will ftand every 
fair and equitable trial. With fuch teiti- 
mony, we affert, the Scripture miracles are 
delivered down to us. Let them be brousrht 
to the trial, and, if they are found want- 
H a ing. 
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ing> be rejefted i but not be ocMicfemnoc^ 
as this fupercilious writer would have them, 
uriheard, 

I obferve^ that this author, in commoix 
With fnany others, feems to think every 
proof of the credulity of mankind a fort of 
argument againft the evidence of the <5of- 
pel : they think this fufficient to atcount 
for the belief of all mirades, and that it 
is, therefore, neediefs and foHy to look for 
any evidence in their favour : " When fuch 
'* reports fly about,, the folution of the 
'' phsenomenon is obvious i and wt judge 
** in conformity to experience and obferva^ 
. " tiouy when we account for ic by ther 
*' known principles of credulity And delu- 
" fion. And ihall we, i-athcr liiaa have 
*' recourfe to fo natural a folution, dlow 
** of a miraculous violation of the moft 
." known and moft eftablifhed laws of na- 
" ture * ?" But I inuft deny that there is 
^any fuch caufe or principle in human na- 
ture as credulity. If fome are more credu- 
lous than others — if the fame perfon be 
more credulous in fome points than others 
f— rfiis depends upon other principles :. it 
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is a natural effeft, and always to be ac- 
counted for from natural cauCes. Intercft^ 
when it is opppfed by truth^. will bias the 
mind to error : ignorance and indolence 
ivill dii^ofe men, the one of ne/relTity, the 
iOther of choice, to follow the judgment of 
iother^, and to believe as the world about 
them does : a deference to authority, whe- 
ther publkk or private — a prejudice to opi- 
nions in which we have been educated, or 
^yhich we have long entjrrtained — has thi? 
like effect ; where nxen are, a§ is frequent, 
divided into parties by opinion, this prieju- 
dice will be heightened by pride and r^fpnt- 
mcnt J, they will jiearken greedily to ^yery 
thing that favQurs their fyftem, .and h^ 
obftinately de^ to every thing that pppofes 
it. ^ Thefe jire principles in hmiian nature 
of great fprce and extent ; and, wljere they 
induce to the belief of any thing, there w§ 
piay fufpeft credulity^ and. that men will 
be prepared to IjeUeve, without evidence, 
^ven things the moft difiicult qf belief. If, 
in thefe circumftances, it happens, that not 
the faft itfelf, but the miraculous nature 
of it only, is the point that gratifies our 
wiflies, th?re, the greater the niiracle is^ 
the greater are thefe corrupt reafons for 
believing it^ aiid^ th? more ftrange andi 
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incredible it is, the more eafily fbmetimes 
will it obtain belief : as a ft one, the heavier 
it is, and the more unapt to motion, will 
defcend the fwifter, if the plane be fufii- 
ciently inclined, upon which it moves. 

But, on thft other hand, where thefc or 
fuch-like principles have no influence, truth 
will be fairly heard, and the faith of men 
will be generally proportioned to the evi- 
dence that appears : and, where men be- 
lieve and maintain opinions contrary to the 
influence of thefe *pKinciples, it is a fair 
prefumption that their faith is well ground- 
ed, and that their aflent is extorted by the 
force of truth. The principles, therefore, 
of credulity will by no means account for 
Sill belief alike. Tho' a ftone will defcend 
Tiy it's own weight, it does riot follow that 
it can move itfelf upon even ground ; and, 
if it be ' feen, contrary to it's natural gra- 
vity, to afcend a fteep acclivity, we' are 
fure that there muft be fome competent 
power to impell it. Where miracles are 
wiflied for or wanted, the ftrangeft and mofi 
unfuppoited may be believed : but, in othet 
circumftances, the miraculous nature of the 
faft will hang as a vveight upon it, and re- 

t^ifd it's progrefs > and, if it make it's way,. 

'\'-, ... , .... 
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in oppofition to the wifties, paffions, and 
prgudiees of mankind, there muft be truth 
*ad evidence to fupport it. 

I have already afferted that it required a 
ftronger faith and more credulity to believe 
the evidence of the Gofpel falfe, than to 
believe the miracles true. All the princi- 
ples that can make men credulous confpired 
to make the firft Chriftians difbelieve the 
Gofpel. It was not, therefore, credulity, 
but conviflion, which wrought this belief 
in them. But thefe principles very natu- 
rally account for the miracles of the Romijh 
church. Intereft, authority, and all the 
powers of en thufiafm, fuperftition, and pre- 
judice, forward the belief of thefe: the 
power of the church is fupported by them, 
and the countenance of the church, in the 
opinion of the believer, giv^ certainty and 
infallibility to them. 

The difp^ty, then, betwixt thefe and 
the Gofpel miracles is. infinite. The end for 
which the Scripture miracles were wrought 
is the greateft that can be thought of, and 
the teftimony by which they are fupported 
is xronfirmcd by the fureft teft of truth. If 
j^iracles^ therefore^ are in any cafe credi- 
H4 ^K 
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ble, they' are in this j if teftinway ts m 
any c^fe to be relied on, it is in thb. But 
what are the ends propofed or aufwcrod by 
the miracles of Popery? More offerings 
are, perhaps, brought to the fhrine U Lo- 
retto, more gain is made of the relicks of 
jthe faints; But are any nations brought to 
the faith, or is any fmgie infi<kl conyerted, 
by them? Thefl* the teftimony which 
vouches theiB is implicitly received, and the 
veracity of the viimt^t^ confirmed by no 
proof pr triftl. There i3 np one condition 
here to make mirsjcles credibie ^ — ^ no one 
«:ircufnftance to a»dit the evidence that 
fuppprts them. There is, therefore^ no 
confequence tp be drawn from thefe to th« 
mira?l?5 <5>f the Gofpel. 

And the fame obfervation will hold, tho' 
not with equal force, of the miracles rc-r 
corded in the church before the times of 
Popery : there were not the fame antece- 
dent reafons for working them, .nop the 
fame great confequences attending, them : 
and when were any called, at the hazard of 
their fortunes and lives, to atteft th^n I We 
are not, therefore, to be alarmed, if the 
truth of theft milracles is fometimes brought 
in queftion, or even if many of them (Hould 
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be fttwed to be falfe ; fince the miracles of 
Cbrifi ami his Apaftles are no way afFeded 
by this, aad the Gofpel wants no miracles, 
but it's own, to fupport it : nor> indeed, 
can we do a greater injury to the caufe of 
ehriftianky, than to parallel, thefe, even 
fuppofing them true^ with the canonical 
miracles of Scripture 3 fince, tho* both may 
be equally true, yet the evidence upon 
which we receive thein, and, eonfequently, 
the reafons for believing them, are not 
equal, but the one, in it's weight and force, 
infinitely tranfcends the other. Nor is it 
any reproach to Chriftianity, or kny juft 
^auie of oiFence tp pious Chriftians, if the 
fathers of the church, men juftly celebra-^ 
ted for their piety and virtue, and even for 
their learning and abilities, are found tp 
bave given too pafy credit to thefe miracles. 
Ucarning and piety arc no fecurity againft 
errors of this kind. On the contrary, men 
of this chara^er, as they are often left 
pirafltifed in the arts of men, and lefs apt 
to fufpeft defign and fraud in others, may 
lie more open to be deceived. Men may be 
prejudiced, even by piety and virtue, to fuch 
opinions as are thought favourable to. piety 
and virtue, and, where any thing is thought 
of good tMidency, may think it good to be-» 
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llQve it. A little acquaintance with hiftory' 
will teach us, if our own pbfervation does ' 
not, that men of great abilities and of the ^ 
moft upright intentions may be hafly in 
believing and zealous in fupporting the ber. 
^ef of fables, efpecially where the caufe of 
virtue or religion is fuppofed to be promor 
ted by thera^ 

We may, therefore, retain our veneratit* 
pn for the piety and good works of thefe 
eminent lights of the church, without be-' 
lieving every thing that they believed : we 
may believe many of the fafls which they 
have recorded to be falfe, without hurting 
Chriflianity, or in the leaft impairing th?'' 
evidence of th? Gofpel^ 

I might, under this head, have obferve^ 
tjiat falfe miracles are almoft a natural con- 
fequehce of true, and, therefore their prevav 
lerice and reception is rather a prefumption 
of the exiftenp? of true miracles than an 
argument againfl: them. Could we forefee 
that a feries of miracles would be wrought 
in any country, and a publick worflirp and 
religion be eftablifhed in confequence of it, 
we might prefume that miracles would be 
th^re more frequently pretended and coun^ 
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tcrfeited than in any other place. Tru« 
miracles, like true money, will give a cur-r 
rency to falfe ; and the authority and cha-r 
rafter, which they give to thofe that work 
them, will excite the crafty and ambitious 
to imitate them. On the other hand, where 
no prior miracles are acknowledged, there 
is lefe temptation to counterfeit this power, 
and more difficulty of fucceeding in it. Jn 
fadV, the falfe pretences of miracles amon|f 
Chriftians are no more than might be ex-r 
pefted, in confequence of the truth^ and 
certainty of the firfl: miracles of Chriftiani- 
ty ; and, if the number of thefe has been 
/far greater in the Chrijiian world than elfe^^ 
where, it is an argument that there, if any- 
where, true miracles have been wrought, 
The reader will be pleafed to fee this ar- 
gi^ment in the wor^s of Dr. Middleton: 
** The innumerable forgeries of tlii§ fort^ 
** which have been impofed upon mankind 

V in all ages, are fo far from weakening 
" ^he credibility of the Jemjh and Chrijiian 
" miracles, th&t they ftrengthen it : for hovv 
'^ could we account for a praftice fo uni- 
" verfal, of forging miracles for the fuppprt 
5' of falfe religions, if on foipe occafions 
" th^y had not aflually been wrought for 

V the confirmation of a true one ? or, how 
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". is it poffible that fo many fpurious copies 
*\ fliould pafs upon the world, without fomc 
** genuine original from which they were 
" drawn, whofe known exiftence ^nd tried 
** fuccefs might give an appearance of pro- 
" bability to the counterfeit ? Now^ of all 
^* the miracles Qf antiquity, there are none 
** that can pretend to the charafter pf ori- 
" ginals, but thofe of the Old and New 
" Teftament, which, though the oldeft by 
^ far of all others of which any monuments 
^* now remain in the world, have y^t main-^ 
** tailed th?ir (predit to this d^y, through 
** the perpetu&l oppofition and fcrutiny of 
^' ages ', whilft all the rival produdions of 
^* fraud and craft have long ago beenfuc- 
*^ ceffively exploded, ^d funk into utter 
** contempt — an ev^nt that icannpt rcafon-i 
^' ably be afcribed to jmy other cauTe, but 
** to the natural, force ^n4 efFeft pf truth, 
^' which, tho' defaced for a time by the 
** wit, qr deprefled by the power, of man, 
** is fure ft ill to triumph in the end over al| 
f* the felfc mimickry of art and the vaii^. 
f' efforts of hnman pplicy *.'• 

The remainder of this Effay is little more 
|han a rude infult on the Scriptures and 

the 
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^ tSi^yUnn Itiigion. For feaf his readers 
^oald miftake his meaning, and not apply 
his arguaaerft Where he intended, the au- 
^iiOr^procefeds, with a fmiling grimacei to 
titt «s, ** that our moft holy religion is 
" tbteJidfed on ftuth, not on reafon i and 
^ 'tis a fare method of expofing it, to put 
" it to fuch 4 tt-ial as it is by oo means 
?* fitted to fendttre/' - This he pretends to 
toake evident hj examining the miracles re- 
toted in the Pentateuch : « Here," fays he, 
" we are to confider a book prei^ted to us 
" by a barbarous and ignorant people, 
" wrote in ^n age when they were ftiU more 
•"barbarous, and, in all probability, long 
*• 4ifter 42he fafts it r^tes, corroborated by 
*^ fto Concurring teftimony, and refembling 
•* thoCe fabulous accounts which every na- 
« t*6n gives of it's origin . Upon reading 
" this hoek we find it full of prodigies ^d 
** Aiiracles : k gives an account of a ftate 
"^f the world and of human nature en- 
" tirely different from the prefent -r- of our 
" fail from that ftate — of the age of man 
'• extended to near a thoufand years — 6f 
** the deftru3;ion of the world by a de- 
**luge-^of the arbitrary choice of one 
"people -as the favourites of heaven, and 
^ that people the countrymen of the au- 
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4c tj^Qj- ^^ of their deliverance frdffl bondage 
«* by prodigies the moft aftonifhing imagi- 
«* nable : I defire any one to lay his hand 
" upon his heart, and, after ferious conli- 
** deration, declare, whether he thinks that 
" the falfehood of fuch a book, fupported 
*« by fuch a teftimony, would be more ex- 
/* traordinary and miraculous than all the 
" miracles it relates ; which is, however, 
" neceffary to- make it be received, accord- 
** ing to the meafures pf probability above 
"eftablifhedV , _ 

If tfie Jews were thus more than barbarous 
ftt the time when thefe books were wrote, 
whpnce, without a miracle^ could they learn 
all the great ^ truths relating to the being 
'and attributes of God^ which the moft 
learned part of the world were for many 
ages after in total ignorance about? 
.Whence, could the religion and laws of 
this people fo far exceed thofe of the wifcft 
Heathen, and come out at once, in their 
lirft infancy, thus perfe6l and entire j when 
all human fyftems are found to grow up, by 
degrees, and to ripen, after many improve- 
ments, into perfeftion ? Tht Jews had 

but 
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T>ut little commerce^ with other natioixs, 
and, therefore, did not excel in the literary 
and other arts of Greece : but the fame 
Scriptures, which prove that they were 
earlier in poffeflion of the moft ufeful and 
fublime parts of knowledge, fecured them 
likewife from ever finking into that barba- 
rity which the author charges upon them. 
Let any one compare the book of Genefisy 
which he treats with fo much freedom, and 
which is by many centuries the oldeft book 
in the world, with any of the earlieft hea- 
then hiftorians — let him compare the 
pfalms of David with the hymns of Cj///- 
macbus or Orpheus — let hita read the Hif- 
tory of Jofepbusy who was juft cotemporary 
with Chrijl and his Apoftles -r and he will 
incline to judge more favourably of this 
people. 

The great events recorded in this hiftory 
have no connexion yvith the argument of 
miracles, and, therefore, do not belong to 
this place. But thefe are corroborated by 
the ftrongeft concurring teftimony that can 
be defired to fafts that are, moft of them, 
older than the ufe of letters itfelf . The 
traditions of every country feem all to point 
to one and the fame original. The late in- 
vention 
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vehtion of aits and kitnceSi the foxsidaiidji 
of cities and empires^ the maimer of pco- 
pling the world, and the nmnber of it's 
prcfent inhabitanta, fcem all to prove that 
the w6rld had it's beginning no earlier tb«i 
the period affigncd by. Mofet^ and agree 
perfcftly 'with the account of the deluge. 
There are no monuments of antiquity 
which give room to fn^3: tilie wotld 6i 
earlier originaL The firflh authors of Gne^e 
and Egypt %eak of the chaos^ of the abyis 
of waters that covprod the earth, of Oman's 
being formed out of the ground, and of 
his firft innocence^ From thefe^ ome of the 
Latin poets hjas. de&ribed the Creation, the 
fiate of innocence, the gradual cortuption 
of mankind^ '^oad the dehige, in a manner 
very nearly rcfembling that of Mofes. The 
memoiy of a general flood, which deftroyi^ 
the whole race of men and animals, except 
one. family, fderas to have been prderved 
for fome ages among almoft all nation*. 
Lttcian tells us, the tradition among botli 
the Greeks and Syrians was, that this was. a 
judgment from heaven on the wickcdaefe 
of mankind : he defcribes the manner of the 
flood, themrk in which fome of every kind 
were preferved, and many other particulars, 
juft as we Jiave them in the book of Genets. 
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Digitized 



d by Google 



t "3 1 

Plutar§h\ alluding to the fame tradition, 
mention? the ark, and even the dove that 
Was fent forth to fee if the waters were 
abated, A great number of antient au- 
thors, who mention the deluge, and give 
Witnefs to the building of Babel, the burn- 
ing of Sodom, and many other great events 
in the Mofaic hiftory, are reckoned up by 
yofephus, Gre?//«j, and others. The prefent 
furface of the earth, the fhells of fifh that 
are found in midland countries, and even 
oh the tops of mountains, and the remains 
of land-animals at very great depths in the 
fearth, are ftill fiirviving monuments of the 
deluge*^ It is almofl certain that the 
I world 

^ An univerfal ileioge will» I fuppofey be allowed one of 
the moft roiracotous fa£ls in the hillocy of the Old Tcfta* 
Inent. The difficulties that on all fiaes furroand it areas 
great as can eafily be conceived. And hence many ChriJIian 
writers (among wholh ia the learned Mr. Wollajton) have 
thought it fufiicient to believe that this flood was topical, 
confined to a fmall part of AJia ; and that the genius of the 
language in which the relation is delivered, and the manner 
of writing hifto^y in it, will account for all the reft. Butt 
the more we improve in natural knowledge, the more rea* 
fons we fee for believing this hiftory in the literal and largeft 
fenfe. One of the lateft and ableft writers upon this fubjedl 
confirms what the beft natural hiftorians have obferved — 
that the ihells of fifh are found in great quantities in all 
parts of the world — that the Lapides Jui^aici^ which arc 
gathered on the top of mount Carmi, are evidently the re** 
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world began to be peopled about the plains 
of Babylon and near where the ai-k is faid 
to have refted. From the eaft colonies of 
men were fent weftward : and from thencer 
we can trace pretty diftinftly the progrefs 
of arts and fciences. The long lives of the 
firft men are fpoken of by all the Heathens. 

This' 

mains of a fea-aulmal -^ thtit the Jlpi and Pyrtnaan moon* 
tains abound with others^ — and that there is not a moantain 
ih the world, in which there hai^e been tolerable opportuni- 
ties of enquiring, where remains of fea-aniraals have not 
been found : he idls us* that nvany-of thofe which arc found' 
in great abundance k our iiland are natives of other feas 
r-^ that the horns of JMiau deer are found in great' elufters, . 
and always at confiderable depths, ih many parts of Eng* 
land, and fometimes under a ftratum of fea-ihells : and^ 
hence, though writing upon another queflion, he concludes,' 
*^ it is equally certain, that, wherever they are found, w»* 
** ter muft haVe at one time overflowed, fince there is no 
** other poflible means of their being brought there; and, 
^^ iince they are found in ^sti^ part of the earth, the topa 
'* of the higheil mountains not excepted, that overflowing. 
^» of water muft have been univcrfal.'* Hiii*s Remarks o)r 
Phil, Tranf- p; 55. Here, then, we have one of the molt 
difputable parts of the Bible- hiflory conflrmed and proved 
iy indifputable fa6t and experiment, in the mean ume». 
it muft be obferved that the n^iracles upon which the Chrif-^ 
tjan and Jenvi/h religions were built have an evidence oF 
their own, dillinfl from that of the other parts of this hif« 
tory ; and that, tho' it were allowed that many errors may- 
have crept into the hiftorical parts of this book, yet the^ 
truth of thefe religions, and the faith of thofe miracles' 
vpon which' they are built, would remain unfhaken. 
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This faft is fo far from difcrediting the Mo^ 
faic hifloiy, that Monfieur Pafcal reckons it 
a full proof of the fidelity of the author : 
*' This hiftorian," fays he, " has brought 
" the deluge, and even the creation, fo 
" near his own time, by means of the few 
" generations which he counts between 
" them, that the memory of them could 
*' not but be ftill frefli and lively in the 
" minds of all the Jetvijh nation." In the 
line of tradition there are but five fteps 
betwixt Mofes and the firft man. " There- 
^* fore, the creation and the deluge are in- 
** dubitably true. This argument," fays he, 
" muft be acknowledged for conclufive by 
^^ thofe who apprehend it's procefs *." The 
longevity of men in the firft ages feems ne- 
ceflTary for the better peopling the world, 
the invention and improvement of arts, and 
for propagating religious and all ufeful 
knowledge, when they depended wholly on 
tradition. And I am perfuaded that this 
author cannot even invent a more probable 
or rational account of peopling the world 
than this which he afFefts to deride. 

The other infinuations, which he has 
thrown out to difcredit thefe books, have 
been fo often refuted, that it is tedious to 

I 2 go 

* Pa/cars Thoughts, p. 86, 
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go over them again. The authority of an 
hiftorian is not, fure, the worfe for his be-^ 
ing the countryman of thofc whofe hiftory 
he writes. The character of Mvfis is re-^ 
markably free from ail partiaEty to himfclf 
and his countrymen : he faithfully records 
all the obftinacy and perverfe behaviour oi 
the latter, and frequently reproaches tben> 
with it in the fevereft terms : he fpares^ not 
his own failings,, or thpfe of lus neareft 
friends, and omits many things, which are^ 
recorded by others, to his honour: the fu^ 
ture government of the IfraeUtes he left not 
to his own tribe, but to^that of Judab^ and,, 
in the 2^)pointment of \m immediate fuccef-^ 
for, h?id no regard to his own* family, but 
left them undiftinguilhed and mixed wltb 
the common Levites. 

As to the arbitrary preference of this peo*-- 
pie, a diftinftion in reUgious privil^es is^ 
perfectly agreeable to the analogy of God's- 
difpenfations to mankind^ both natural and' 
moral. But the Jewijh dii|)enlation ought 
not to be confidered apart, but in (jonnec-^ 
tion with the Chrijlian^ in which it ended^ 
Thefe are but different parts of one and the: 
feme fcheme, which naturally illuftrate and^ 
confirm each other's authority. " And, 
^ from this view of them," fays Dr. Mid-r 
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iMettm^ ^^ we fee the weaknpfs of that objec- 
** tioii commonly roade to the Mofaic part, 
<** on the account of it's being calculated for 
*• the ufe only of a peculiar people ; where- 
^^ as, in truth, it was the beginning of ah 
^^ univerfal fyftem, which, from the time 
'" of Mofes, was gradually manifpfted to the 
^^ worid by the fuccpflive miflions of the 
'* Prophets, 'till that fplnefs of time, or 
^^ coming of the Mejfiah^ when life and im- 
•** mortality were |)rought to light by the 
^* Gofpel, or the chief good and happinefs 
^* of man perfeftly revealed to him *." 

The origin of this people is fo far from 
jrefembjing the fabulous accounts of other 
nations, ^?it \t is quite lingular, and in all 
jrefpefts different from any other. They are 
|i numerous people, fprung from the loins 
of one man, and have continued unmixed 
with the reft of the world, if we reckon 
from the time of Abraham^ when they were 
firft marked out by the promife of God to 
his pofterity, n?ar 4000 years — ^ great 
part of th? age of the world, and approach- 
uig very near to the time when it was laft 
peopled by the pofterity of Noab. Their 
very exiftence at this time, taken with all it*5 

I 3 * cir^ 

^ Prefatory Difcoarfe to the Letter from Rtmft p* 8&. 
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circumftances, is a miracle, which gives cre- 
dit to all the miracles of Mofes. 

The books, which record thefe miracles, 
were certainly written foon after the fa6ls ; 
fmce the religion, laws, and polity of the 
Jews were wholly built upon them. Thefe 
books are the great charter by which they 
were incorporated into a nation. Thefe mi- 
racles are the only fancftion which gives au- 
thority to the laws they contain. The mi- 
racles were wrought in the face of all Ifraely 
and many of them under obfervatiou for a 
a long time together. The books, that re- 
cord them, were of publick authority and 
daily refort. It was, therefore, impoflibje, 
if falfe, that they fhould obtain credit for a 
day. The very being of thefe laws is a proof 
of the miracles cbnne6led with them ; lince 
the latter, if falfe, muft have difcovered the 
falfehood of the former. By appealing to 
thefe fa6ls, it was put in the power of every 
one to fee through, or, rather, it was put 
out of their power not to fee through, the 
impofture. The memory of thefe fafts was 
not only preferved in thefe records, but they 
were written, if I may fb fpeak, and recorded 
in the daily cuftoms and religious ceremo- 
nies of the Jews. The Pa/over was inftitu- 
ted in memory of their coming out of Egypt 

— the 
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— the feaft of Pentecoji in token of the law 
Jbeing given upon mount Sinai fifty days af^ 
ter — that of Tabernacles in remembrance 
,of their encamping in the defert — and, in 
the form of dedkating or offering their firfl- 
fruits, a folemn commemoration was injoin- 
ed of the figns and wonders by which they 
>vere delivered out of Egypt. The belief, 
therefore, of the mjraicles muft of neceflity 
be as anticnt as their religion ; and ihdeed, 
without thefe, their religion, government, 
and even their prefent ^xiftence, as a people, 
would be more miraculous than all the mi^ 
racles recorded in the Pentateuch. 

We are now come to the conclufion of 
this celebrated ElTay : ^* Upon the whole,** 
fays he, " we may conclude, that the Chrifr- 
" tian religion not only was at firft: attended 
" with miracles, but even at this day cannot 
" be believed by any reafon^ble perfon with- 
^\ o\x\ one^ Mere reafon is infyfficient to 
" convince us of it's veracity : and whoever 
^^ is moved by faith to affect to it, is con- 
" fcious of a continued miracle in his own 
" perfon, which fubverts all the principles 
" of his underftanding, and gives him a de- 
" termination to believe what is moft cout 
^* trary to cuftom and experience */' 

1 4 Th^ 

* P. 203. 
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The author in one of his Effkys, coift- 
plaips of a want of poiitenefs and civility in 
thofe who defend religion againft the attacks 
of the Free-thinkers, *' whofe moderatiott 
" and good manners," he tells us, " a?^ 
<« very confpicuous, when compared with 
" the furious zeal and fcurrility of their ad- 
" verfaries *." But who can, without fome 
impatience, fee a religion which he holds fa- 
crgd, and which hath eftabliflied itfelf pure- 
ly by reafon and argument, treated with this 
open fcorn and abufe ? Has this author lived 
in the time of Sir Ifaac Nenvton^ Mr. Locke^ 
and Mr. Addifen f Can he know that thefo 
men gloried in the name of Chriftians, that 
the firft of them employed many t)f his beft 
hours in dudying and illuftrating the Scrip- 
tures, and that the other two have wrote 
profeffedly in the defence of this religion, 
and y6t think himfelf at liberty to treat all 
that believe it as men that are incapable of 
reafoning or thinking ? The charge, which 
he has here brought againft the advocates 
of Chriftianity, is fo far from being true, 
that I dare reft the whole merits of the 
controverfy upon this iffue. Let any one 
read the authors he mentions, Collins and 
Wtndaly with Morgan^ Qfirdon^ and the la- 
fer writers in this caufe^ and compare 
> ., them 

• ^Jfttji moful and poUtUalt p. ^2» 
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them with their antagonifts, Chandlery Co-^ 
nybeare^ Lelandy Fojiery and judge on which 
fide the temper and moderation lies. And 
yet, if men claim fome authority to opi- 
nions which have the publick voice on 
their fide, where is the wonder or the blame ? 
It is nothing unnatural for men thus fup- 
ported to affume a confidence, and to ex-- 
pe(^ fome deference and modefly from their 
adverfaries. But^ when men oppofe eftab- 
liftied opinions with an air of authority, 
and decide againft the publick— when they 
profefs to doubt, and yet diftate, about c- 
very things and aft at once the Sccptick and 
the Dogmatift— this is a <:hara6ler, which, 
however it may be accounted for, can never 
be excuf?4 *. And I here alk my reader, 

whether 

' * The author tells us, that. " in all cootroverficr, tbofe 
^ who opf ofe the ellablilbcd aiul popular opioions affe^ a 
** noft extraordinary gendene^s and moderatioDy in order to 
*< fofteoy as mocb ^ poffible, any prejodicei that may lie 
** •^ainA themf." Bat the fad ^ nptorioufiy otherwile. 
Jb ^abliihroefkts of every |&iQ(^ the piu'ty which ferdii th^ 
^ppofition, if they have the Uberty tp Q>ea)c out, is ufuallf 
the moft furious and loud in inve^ive. The reafon is, the 
jnoft ^Hou< and vehement Tpirits are the moft inipatientof 
control, and the mod forward to oppofe. A man that is 4 
tyrant ift his own temper is fare to complain of tyranny ic^ 
^s fupenors; and a proud man will alwi|ys think you prouiil, 
if yott differ from him, whatever authority and whatevcf 

modc^v 
♦ MJays moral ami pilitiaJ^ p. $» . ^ 
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whether he has any-where met with either t 
more fceptical, difputatious turn of mind, 
or a more imperious, dogmatical flyle, than 
in the writings of this author ? It is re^ 

markable 

modefty ^oa xna/ have on yoar fide. Thot the celebrated 
author of the Patriot King pronoances the rooft candid of 
all w/itera to be tl prejumptuoui Dogmatift for during to differ 
frOiQ hit opinion> even before it was known* This confam- 
mate writer, not content to (hine in his own fphere, affuoaei 
the nod, and will give the law in nietaphyficks as well as po< 
liticks* ** I would not fay,'' fays he» ?* that God governs 
'* by a rnle that we know or may know ai Well as he, aod 
'* apon. oar knowledge of which he appeals to men for th^ 
'* jailice of his proceedings towards them, which a famoas 
** divine has impionfly advanced in a pretended demondra* 
^' tion of his being and attributes: God forbid*!" I 
learn from hence^ that the famoas divine fpoken of has the 
misfortune to have fallen under the difpleafure of this author^ 
aod that he has a fovereign contempt for all that do fo. But^ 
what his offence is, I am ffill at a lofs tQ conjefture. I think 
myfelf certain, that he has no- where faid what the author 
pbarges him with, *' that we know or may know the rule 
f« by which God governs as well as he/* He has indeed, 
faid, f* that God himfelf, tho' he has no fuperior, froo^ 
'* wlfofe will to receive any law of his anions, yetdifdains 
*' not to obferve the rule of equity and goodnefs as the law: 
'< of all his adions in the government of the world, and 
^ condefcends to appeal even to men for the righteoufnefa 
'< and equity of his judgments (as in Extk^ xviii ) ; tha|t 
^' (not barely his infinite power, but) the rules of thia 
** eternal law are the true foundation and the meafure of his^ 
** dominion over ibis, Creatures*.'* Bat what is this more 

^hai^ 

• Vatriot Kingf p. 94. 
* Demonftra|ion of the being and attributes^ &€* 9th edit. p. 2zS. 
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maarkable with what eafe and alacrity he 
Jiath afferted the fa6t before us* But this 
cavalier manner is familiar to him. Hg tells 
us, in another effay, " that the Quakers are 

" perhaps 

than the author himfelf has faid^ in terms as free, in the 
yery page that is flailed with this cenfore i ''That God it 
'* not an arbitrary, but a limited moaarchi limited by the 
^' rule which infinite wifdom prefcribes to infinite power— 
*' -that he does always that which is fitteft to be done — an4 
** that this fitnefs, of which no created power Is a compe- 
'* tent judge, refults from the various natures and the more 
** various relations of things.^ He addsi ** So that, at 
** creator of all fyfteas by which thofe natnres and relations 
** are conilituted* he prefcribed to himfelf the rule whicli 
•* he follows as governor of every fyftem of being.'* This, 
though no candid rirader will complain of it, is more trade 
and perplexed than any thing I remember in the author here 
arraigned. God does always wh^t is right and £u But 
right and £t were not made what they are, when this or an)r 
other fyfiem of beings was made. The fitnefi of every ac* 
tion, the fame circumftances fuppofed* was always and ever 
will be the fame. This rule is eternal and immutable at 
tfuth itfelfy and it's authority is as oniverfal» extending to 
all beings and to all poilible fydems of beings; as the author 

' we are fpeaking of has, with equal modefty and .clearnefs» 
aiTerted and proved immediately before the paifage here 
cited. If he has faid, farther, that God appeals to men for 
the juiliceof his proceedings, he has given his authority for 

this— an authority which a Chriftian divine mud think de« 
ciiive. And what doth this amount to more than faying 
that God hath implanted in men a fenfe of what is jull, 
merciful, and good, and that all his difpenfations arc agree- 
able to our ideas of juflicc, mercy, and goodncfs ? Does 
" • ' ■' no^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



( 124 1 

^* perhaps tlic only regular body of Deifts 
^' in the univerfc:" And again, " that th^ 
*^ leading whigs have always been eitiiier 

«^ Ddft? 

not the aftrODomer try the works of God by the laws of 
mcchanifm and geometry, when he proDoances that they are 
done in D|ii|[|ber» weight, and neafore? -Andmaftwe bqc 
have feme meafura of juillce, oiercy, and goodnefi, when 
we attribote tbefe to the deity ? To fay that we can fee the 
wifdom pf God in hi^ works is not faying that we are ai 
wife as God himfelf: nor does our ^ing the fitnefs and 
equity of his proceedings in (bnie {nftances imply that we 
wtt competent jadges of pr can fee the rei^fon of his pro- 
Heediogs in all. As the anthor haf Bpt pointed oat the 
|>a£ages in the writer he eiKcptt againft, I can only goefs 
ihis CO be the place. Bat, if he has any*where dropped 
#tt expreffion that n^ay feem lefs accurate or proper o^ 
tbia ^fabjed, the author might have pardoned it, who con- 
feff^s, in ihe iame pagci that he qinnot exprefs himfelf on 
fhis fol^e^ pvoperiy, and chat, when omr ideaa axe ia^ 
adequate, car exprefllon nnft needs be improper. To rs» 
com : We have here a phsnomenpn, which, to thofc who 
have not fiadted human nature, will appear alt(^her 
fiagolar : Lord S — m^ complaining of the impiety, |>ridf, 
and prefomption of Dr. Clarh. Eftabliflied oj^i^iojis an4 
ff eftabliflied chfra^er provoke his refentments »chcr 
than fubmit fo another, he will contradidl himfelf Ai^ 
fhis, I take it, is the principle frop which moft of }Sr^ 
Hume*9 philofophy is derived ; to whofe extraordinary gei|« 
tlenefs and modefty thj^t of this writer (to fpcak in the 
^ions phrafe of the latter) f is bat as the pofitlvc degree 
Y> the fuperlative. 

Efi giMus ApmmMm, qui i/fiprmot ft omnium rtr^v^ Waiil^ 
Ne^ Jkttt. 



Digitized 



by Google 



[ 1^5 1 
^ DdlfeorprofcficdLatilii<im^ 
" principles, that is," fays he^ " frienids to 
" toleration, and indiflFerentto any particu- 
** lar fed of Chriftiana *." Now, it is cer- 
tain that the Quakers profefs the belief^ 
of Chriftianity as univerfally as any feft 
whatfoever. And what right has the author 
to charge a whole body of m«n with fuch 
flagrant infincerity? As to the Whigs, the 
principles of toleration are certainly Chrifli- 
an principles, and do by no means imply an 
indifference to any fedt, much lefs a cold^ 
iiefs to religion in general: and, if the beft 
Ghriftians are ufually thebdl fiibje£ts an4 
citizens (which I think an indiiputable 
truth) I ihould hope their principles wouid 
^ be no impediment to their faith. I am fare, 

j However, they have no reafon to thank this 

! mithor for hks compHment. 

I They who believe religion muft think that 

I ihe caufe of virtue and the happinefs of man- 



kiod are bound up in it: and this will juftify 
a degree of zeal and ardor in its defence. 
]^t what is there to call for or excufe this^ 
fpirit in tiiofe who oppofe it? If the author 
fee a friend to virtue, which, from his ele^ 
gance of mind and tafte, I fcarce can doubt — 
^ he be a friend to natural religion, which a 

perfon 

• ijkff morai and political, p. III. 
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pferron of fo much thought and refleftion 
fare muft be —what principles has he in re- 
ierve for the fupport of thefe, when Chrifti- 
anitjris taken away ? The beft philcJibphy, 
as I have already faid, avaikd but littk in 
reforming th^ religions or morals of man- 
kind: and, asi to the philofophy of this au- 
thor, it is, as far ias I underftand it, as ill cal- 
culated for this pmpofe as any I have niet 
with *. But, indeed, religion can never be 
fi(q)ported, . or virtue taught, with any force 
ottSc£ty by the reafonings of philofophers. 
The world will never be governed by meta- 
pbyfical ideas 6f honour' and beauty, decen- 
cy ^f. action, and the fitnefs of things. It 
is the author's . own obfervation, that *^aii 
*^ ^ftraded, invifible objeift, like that which 
^ natural religioat alon^e prefents to us, can- 
** not long actuate the mind, or be of any 
*' moment in life. To render the paflion 
5' yf continuaace> we muft find fome me- 
.". thodpf affeSing the fenfcs andimagina- 

*' tion 

• The chara<fler of this author's philorophical writings, 
which I fhouid not otherwife have attempted, roay be gives 
in his own Words, where he fpeaks of the Alcjphron and 
and other wotks of the ingenious and good Bifhop BerktUy: 
*' T^cy admit of no anfwer, and produce noconvi^on: 
'* their only effedl is to caofe that momentary amazement 
*' and irrefolution and confuiion, which is the refult of 
•* Sccpticifm." EJfayi morai and foliti^l, p. 2^0. 
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^^ lion, and ittuft embrace Ibme hiftorical 
y as well as philofophical accounts of the 
" Divinity. Popular fuperftitions/' fays he, 
** and observances are even found to be of 
*^ ufe in this particular ^.*' The great thing 
to be wifhed, then, for the intereft of virtue 
and the good of mankind, is, that the max- 
ims of natural religion fhould be fixed and 
affured by an authority that is decifive— 
that a rule of duty fhould be taught as the 
will and law of God— that the fanftions of 
this law, a future ftate and a judgment to 
come, fliould be known alike to all, both 
fmall and great — that the hopes of pardon 
fhould be affured to the penitent finner — 
that there fhould be an inflitution to propa- 
gate this knowledge, and to fpread it thro' 
the world— that there fhould be apublick 
worfhip fet up, and a difcipline and oeco- 
nomy prefcribed, to train men to piety and 
virtue : but all this, and much more |o the 
advantage of virtue, we have in the Chrif- 
tian religion. Can the author tell us where 
elfe they are to be found ? If he is look- 
ing out a cure for fuperflition, I venture to 
affure him, that, with all his refearches 
into metaphyficks and morals, he will never 
find any equal to that religion which he en- 
deavours to explode 5 which in a few years 

did 

* EJaj's moral and political, p. 231. 
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^d infinitely more towards freeing the 
world from the fear and folly of prodigies, 
omens, dreams, and oracles, than all the 
philofbphy in the world had done in many 
ages. If, unhappily, this religion is ftill 
x:orrupted by fuperftitious mixtures, thefe 
I freely commit to the mercy of the author. 
"But Chriftianity is not to anfwer for thefe . 
any more than for the other errors and vi- 
-ces of mankind, which however it aims to 
correft, it does not pretend to eradicate. 
And even thefe will be better and more fuc- 
cefsfuUy oppofed by fair argument and civi- 
lity than with infult and reproach. Where 
a liberty of debate and free enquiry^ is air- 
lowed, it is unfrlrdonable to infult the pub- 
lick that allows it. " There is a degree of 
^' doubt and caution and modefly, which 
'** in all kinds of ferutiny and decifion, 
^' ought for ever to accompany a juft rea- 
^' foner*/* 

* PMlpfophUal Effays, p. 250. 
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To the RfCHT Reverend 

F R E D E R I C K^^ 

LORD BISHOP OF 

LICHFIELD and COVENTRY . 

My Lord, 

YOUR Lordfhip's approbation of the 
following difcourfe does great ho- 
nour to ifs author. He is not however 
fo vain, as to promife himfelf that it will, 
upon a ftrifter fcrutinjr, appear in every 
point approved even to your Lordfhip's 
candour. In a long train of reafoning up- 
on a fubjeft as difficult and abftrufe as any 
other, many things may appear, upon a 
tranfient hearing, to the quickeft difcern- 
ment fair and plaufible, which will not 
bear a clofpr examination. Your Lordfhip's 
judgment will not therefore, it is hoped, 
be queftioned, if fome particulars in it, 
which the author himfelf is far from not 
fufpe^ing, may be thought liable to doubt 
K 3, or 
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or exception. It was enough to recom- 
mend it to your Lordlhip's good opinion, 
if any new light appeared to be brought 
into a fubjeft which has fo much employ- 
ed and divided the learned and inquifitive, 
or if only a fair attempt was made to- 
wards it. As fuch only he prefumes to 
offer it to your Lordfhip and the publick, 
glad of the opportunity of profefling to 
the world his fmcere efteem and honour 
for your Lordfhip's amiable charjifter. 

/ anty my Lord, 

Tour Lordship*^ 

putiful and obedient Servan(, 



W. Adams. 



Digitized 



by Google 







iNj9Oe()6O0()ec)(otoeo9O^ 



Romans ii, 14, 15. 

^hefe^ having not the law^ are a law unto 
tbemfehes ; ivhicb jhew the work of the 
law written in their hearts^ their con^ 
fcience alfo bearing witnefs^ and their 
thoughts the mean while accujing^ or elfe 
exciifing one another^ 

()JGOr*i H E Apoftle here affirms of the 
rj. Q Gentiles, that, though they were 
)j^ yH ftrangers to the written or re- 
k.)(()(()t(jil vealed will of God, they had 
yet a law to conduft themfelves by, a 
law written in their hearts 3 their confci- 
ence with the right of a legiflator didlat- 
ing their duty, and their reafon as a judge 
acquitting or condemning them. 

It is a general truth implied in this, 

that all intelligent beings are a law to 

themfelves j that reafon implies duty and 

obligation i and that whoever by this light 

K 4 can 
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Can difcern betwixt good and evil, mnft at 
the fame time fee that he is bound to pur- 
fue the one, and avoid the other. A care- 
ful attention to this great truth will clear 
up much of the difficulty that has been 
found in fettling the firft principles and 
foundation of morality, and in particular 
will, I think, lead us to the jufteft notions 
of the nature and obligation of virtue ; . a 
fubjeft which, though much controverted, 
feems ftill to lie open for inquiry. 

It is granted, that in life and conduft, 
in judging of manners and chara6lers, men 
ai'e generally agreed, and hiave nearly the 
fame fentiments : and 'tis therefore lefs 
to be lamented, though the more to be 
wondered, that in the theory and fpecu- 
lation they fo widely differ. Much of this 
difference, it is natural to think, may lie 
in the ufe of words, to which men affign 
different ideas, when in the things them- 
felves they aie agreed. It would, however, 
be eafy to point out many dangerous confe- 
quences, that may arife from the principles 
fometimes laid down by writers on this 
fubjeft, if their fyflems were adopted in 
practice ; and will therefore be matter, not 
of curiofity only, but of great ufe, if we 

can 
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can learn to form juft conceptions, and to 
cxprefs ourfelves clearly and diftin6lly, on 
a flibjeft confefledly of the greateft impor^ 
tance, and indeed fundamental to all reli- 
gion, natural and revealed. 

The mind of man is formed for contem-i- 
plation and aftion : reafon is his guide in 
both. In contemplating the beauty, order, 
and proportion of outward objefts, we are 
bbliged to ufe the inftrumentality of our 
fenfes : and therefore, whether thefe are 
char afters in the objeft of a fixed and pofi- 
tive kind, or depend in part on the fenfes, 
and are therefore fo far arbitrary and fdfti- 
tious, we cannot perhaps determine. It 
may be poflible, that what is now beauty 
to the eye, or harmony to the ear, might 
by a different formation of the organ have 
been made to appear deformity and difcord. 

But there is another field of contempla- 
tion, that is purely intelleftual. Tiiith and 
Virtue, which we difcover by comparing 
the abftrafted ideas of the njind, and con- 
templating the aflions and characters of 
men, thefe are the province and peculiar 
' of realbn 5 which lie open in fome degree 
to the loweft of rational beings, but are 
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far above the level of inftinft, fenfe, or 
paflion. Of thefe we may fafely aflert, 
that they are as fixed and unchangeable as 
reafon itfelf. While reafon continues what 
it is, truth and virtue will appear to it the 
fame. The conftancy and immutability of 
the former is plainly acknowledged and 
proved in the whole intercourfe of men 
with each other : why elfe do we demand 
the affent of men to the moft evident and 
demonftrated truths, if we were not cer- 
tain that truth muft appear the fame, as 
far as it is underftood, to all intelligent 
beings ? Objects themfelves may be chang- 
ed or deftroyed : but our reafonings con- 
cerning them will be equally true, whether 
they have any real, or only a ppflible ex- 
iftence. The faculty of perceiving truth 
may be deftroyed, pr reafon may be taken 
from us : but, while this remains, truth 
will appear always the fame. We may 
without arrogance affirm, that it is not in 
the power of the fupreme Being to alter it's 
nature : it is immutable and neceffary, the 
fame yejier day y to-day y and for ever. 

In like manner, in contemplating aftions 
and charafters, right and wrong apTpear to 
the n\ind as certainly and as neceflarily dif- 

tinaj 
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tinft from each other, as fixed and inva- 
riable in their nature. We are as certain 
that they muft appear the fame to all be- 
ings that have reafon and underftanding to 
receive the ideas, — that they are the fame 
in all climates, in all ages, in all worlds. 
As every true propofition is univerfally true, 
fo every right a6lion, the fame circum- 
ftances fuppofed, is univerfally right. It 
is not in the power of omnipotence itfdf 
to alter or invert it's natuie, to trapfmute 
the charafter of right into wrong, or to 
make treachery, falfehood, and ingratitude 
appear in the fame light with honefty, fide- 
lity, and gratitude. 

If it be alked, what it is that conftitutes 
right, by what rule or ftandard it is to be 
meafured and tried ; the fame may be e- 
equally queftioned concerning truth. And, 
in anfwer to both, we may as well a(k, by 
what criterion does the eye diftinguifh co- 
lours ? The obje6l is prefented, and it's 
properties and qualities appear with it: 
the ideas of colour, Ihape, and proportion, 
that belong to it, neceflarily arife in the 
mind. A6lions are as plainly an objeft to 
the' underftanding; and, when furveyed or 
contemplated, their charafters appear with 

them. 
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them, Wc necdTarily fee them under the 
charafter of right, indiiFerent, or wrong. 
This right in anions is not ordinarily diC- 
covered by any procefs of reafon, but by 
Jfinxple perception ; the underftanding fees 
it : 3nd we may as well aik of the moft 
pbvious quantities, why fome are greater 
than other, why thp fquare, for inftance, 
is greater than the rootj a$ why fome ani- 
ons are bttt^r than other* 

In inveftigating truths, we fet out with 
fiich as are known and acknowledged, and 
from thence infer others that are nearly, 
and then more remotely, connefted with 
them. In proving the truth of any 
doubted propofition, we iappeal to thofe 
that are more known, till we arrive at 
fuch as are feen or felf-evident. But in 
morals almoft the whole of duty appears 
with this firft felf-evidence ; it is immedi- 
ately feen and felt, and wants not by the 
i(low deduftions of reafon to be proved. 

There are indeed cafes where different 
rights or duties interfere, in which the 
fkill of the cafuift or civilian is wanting to 
weigh the moments of each, and to judge 
Mon the whpie which flaim preponderates. 

But 
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But even here. the feveral rights that jtfe 
thus involved are diftinftly feen by their 
own evidence; and the difficulty ufualljr 
fies in affigning to each its due. The right 
and wrong in moft aftions ftand out pro- 
minent and conlpicuous even to a carelefs 
obferver. Our duty appears by it's own 
light, and is not left to be reafoned out 
or proved by inferring one truth from 
another. 

However this be, whether right be as 
1 think, in all fimple and unmixed cWe$ 
immediately feen, or whether it be by a 
fliort procefs of the .mind inferred, it is, J 
think; too evident to be doubted, that the 
characters of actions, as right or wrong. 
appear to the reafoning faculty with a light 
and evidence that cannot be reiifted. Mo- 
ral difcemment is as natural and eflential 
tO reafon, as logical. To fuppofe a man 
without the faculty of diftinguifhing trutji 
from falfehood, is to fuppofe him void of 
reafon and the powers of thought : to fup- 
pofe him incapable of difcerning right from 
wrong, is in like manner to diveft him of 
xmderftanding, and to degrade him to the 
level of brutesr 

Reaibq 
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Reafon then implies in it a knowledge 
of good and evil, and points out the for- 
mer with authority under the idea of right i 
faying, This is the wayj walk ye in it. Ra- 
tional beings have a rule of a6tion within 
them ; and this rule is one and the fame 
to all intelligent beings thro' the univerfe. 
We may fay, with reverence^ that God,, 
who has no law, no fuperior to controul 
his will, is a law unto himfelf ; his uner-^ 
ring reafon direfting, and his unbiaffed 
will invariably purfuing, what is right. 
And tiie fame reafon, as far as he has im- 
parted it in different degrees to his crea^ 
teres, is their law, a law written in their 
minds; their confcierice witnefling to it, 
and, as they obey or negleft it, accuiing 
or dfe excufmg them. To do always what 
is right is thje privilege and character of 
infinite wifdom and goodnefs, Beings of 
a limited capacity are liable in all degrees 
to failure and imperfeftion, — to deviate 
in their judgment from truth, in their ac- 
tions from right. Man in particular has 
many principles of aftion which in theij 
influence run counter to reafon, manyim^ 
portunate appetites and headflrong paifionf 
j'eady.to difpute her authority, and t^ 

ufurp 
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ufurp the fovereignty over him. To keep 
thefe within proper bounds, to dire6t them 
to their true obje6ts, and to fubdue them 
to the governance of reafon, this is virtue > 
which may be defined the conformity of 
imperfeft beings to the dictates of reafon, 
or to right. 

, We fay not of the divine Being, that he 
is virtuous : he is righteous and holy in all 
bis 'Ways and works. But virtue is a de* 
grading charafter, when applied to the 
Deity. The reafon is, that it implies trial 
artd conflift. Virtue in every aftion is 
meafured by the difficulty that attends it, 
and bears exa6t proportion to the effort 
that is made to furmount this difficulty. 
There would be no virtue in temperance 
if there were no allurements to excefe. 
Could we fuppofe man free from tempta- 
tion, diveft him of his appetites and paf- 
fions, he might be then more perfect, be- 
caufe more eafily fwayed and goverrted by 
reafon: but his beft aftions would no 
longer carry any proof of virtue in them. 
In like manner^ as God has implanted ma- 
ny paffions and good affections in the mind 
to excite tts to duty, whatever good we do 
^from thefe principles J and not from rc^afoiit 
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fo far is loft of the jnerit ??nd virtu? ^f tkp 
acliqn. In proportion as the mot;ives tp • 
duty are ftronger, a ftrifter conformity tp 
right will be neceflajy to give a proof of 
(equal virtue in the agent ; where n^ore is 
given, more will be required : and the of- '' 
fering of a mite in fome circumftance^ wiljl 
outweigh a talent in others. 

And, as this IS of the eflence and (;ha- 
tafterof virtu^j fo, properly fpeaking, tlii? 
is the only virtue* Temperance, juftice, 
and the reft, are duties diftinft in their na^ 
ture atid objefl : but virtue is in all thefp 
the fame. If we are temperate from natu- 
ral inclination, or complexion, jf we give 
^all our goods to feed the poor from apy 
other confideration than that of cpnform- 
ihg to our duty, there is fo far no virtue 
in it. Anions themfelves have no chai;ap-' 
ter, are no farther virtuous, than jas^tj^^ 
indic&te virtue in the agent. But thp only 
virtue there, is conformity to rcafpn, or fi 
.fteady and refolv^d adherience to vyrj^at js 
llg^t. . : 

The next iCjueftion fch«i will }>e, : iwjfe^t it 
as that makes this /conformity, a 4vity> ^^ 
.in what does the ^b^ijation $9rykt»e #^ 
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gft^taftion confift? To this I aniWdrt; 
4:hat right implies duty in it's idea. To 
|)eFceive that an aClion is right, is to fee 
ta reafon for doing ij: in the a6lion itfelf, 
.abftra^fced from all other confiderations 
whatfoever. Now, this perception^ this 
ra^iknowkdged r^ftitude in the a<aion, istl^ 
veiy ^ence of obligation 5 tliat which com- 
jmands the approbation and choice, and 
tinds the confcieace, of every rational be- 
ing. External conliderations or motives 
;inay make it our intereft or prudence to 
jSL&i i i>ut this alone can make ^Q^ conftitu^e 
duty. Right, indifferent, and wrong are 
J^cificaliy oppofed to each other. A ragbt 
•aftion <:annot therefore b^y the terras be 
il^^erent: the bare omiflion of -it, andngt 
oipniy the -contrary action, is wrong, ai^d 
carries felf-cpndemnat^on along^ with ^^, 
The perception therefore of right implies 
^^ty. And this is the^only^bligatioR pure- 
/]y 'moral, the only obligation that therq^s 
^ny -merit or virtue in complying wit^. . 

I -am not -here Shaking of the ibrcc 
BXid ^fficac^ <>f this jprinc^pl^ l>ut pf it's 
, futhority and ipre-e^nence. In the ^re- 
. ^nt . corrupt, and frail ftartie ef mankind 
,i^re are,^ it is xjortdn^ jna^iy; other priu- 
4* : L ciptej 
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ffciples more prevailing, — lujis ^ the fej^ 
wbkh war againjl the fpirit^ and bring m 
intcf captivity to (he law of Jin. But it i; 
ras certain, that, without thcfe temptations 
to the contrary, reafon Would always go^ 
vern j that, where Ihe is unhappily over'- 
Toled by luft or paffion, fhe f^ill maintains 
lier right : and we are, evea when we de- 
felt h^r ferviWj obliged, in fpite of our- 
fcfces> to acknowledge her authority as a 
law written in our hearts^ and to fubmk 
to her reproaches, while our own thoughts 
aCTi|fe an<^on4emii us. To aft from tea- 
:fo0^. is to a6t with our own judgment, z^ 
gcmfisqueatlyr to fe^ felf-approved. To de* 
yiate from ri^, \b to aft contrary to pVf 
btWT fenfe: lofi.thijigs, to a6l againft .^1* 
ikteftaat of xjup minds, and therefore is, tfi^ 
ijcrcfetfrcondemmed. ^. 

v^But, if virtue be thus founded whc^ 
tai the rcafomibknefs of .a6lion> may tlj^- 
fatft often appear re^ns on the other fi4l!^ 
that will cancel and over-rule tjiis oblig?^ 
tion F Win not pnidence and duty be ofj* 
^;t«i found to interfere, and the fame rei- 
ion, which, pronounces an adtion right Iq 
be done, at the fame tinie declare it im* 
|>rudence ^aad foUy to do k ? Every tsmsk 

kas 
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lias a* private end tapurfue/and is made 
invincibly to love and defire his own h^p* 
pineft* If virtue then imply trial,, diffi- 
culty, and felf-denial, what fhall oblige 
him to forego the pleafures that court his 
<:hoice, for the fake of that virtue, which 
not only forbids them, but perhaps may 
expofe him to real pain and trouble? Is 
he not rather in thefe circumftances obliged 
to confult his happinefs, and to flee from 
pain and ipifery ? 

To this I anfwer, firfl, that nothing can 

Imng us under an obligation to do what 

appears to our moral difcemment wrooig. 

It may be fuppofed our interefl to do this 5 

%ut it cannot h^ fuppofed our duty; Fop I 

^^Sky if fome power, which we are unablp 

to refifl, fhould afTume the cqmmantd owr 

..us, and give us laws which are unrighte-. 

jm$ and unjufl, fhould we be undo: any 

:^ligalion to obey him ? fhould we not r»* 

.4lteir be obliged to fhake off the yoke, and 

totircfifl fuch ufurpation, if it were in our 

.'jkwcr ? However then we might be fway- 

Q(jl by fear or hope, it is plain that we are 

.tiindeF an' obligation to right^ whi(;h is 

-antecedent, and in order and ;iatur^ fu- 

;JP^^t to all other. Power may compcljy 

^^-^- h a ilitercft 
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ihtcreft may bribe, and pledUre peifoafe i 
but reafon only can oblige : tfeis is ihi 
?)nly authority wbkh rational beings cai| 
bwn, and to which they can c^€ obe&t 
tnce. 

But, fecomdly, virtue, tbough expofed t# 
%any -crofles -and xliftreffes, is yet not left 
fodeftitut^ and friendlefs as tihis obgelliojfe 
^ppofcs. If it inaplies tri^ and diftkttlt^', 
it implies too viftory in the trial, and |t 
rational joy and triumph in it's own intc- 
^grifty. Whatever we lofe or ftiffisr ih the 
^caufe -of virtue, bur Hi6ral worth -fend *&&- 
cdttmce are increaied in thfe ferine p{*0||li^ 
lion. And this is iwfentaftic, <*itA«iS^ 
.•good^ but the moft f^eal and 1Wbft«itld:«ite 
ican poffefe.? Afi oAer goods -perifti in ^^ 
tifitig ; all either ffleafores are loft iiiL^ llf& 
icnjdyment : but for thefe^e ar* the h^ 
\pier and bfetter for wer. Every itti|)rfeH«- 
ihent in virtue is an acquifitien made 
^hich litoe ^anMot ira^aSr, *or ra^kie* in- 
vade: ^nd the virtuQSLis ^uinjmr^ w^ 
tirhich the finind 'exults ttiat^ias ftoed^- 
peridr to temptation^ is for the ttoft ^ pirit 
a foflftcient ccrnipfetifition fdr thedifficSi^. 
^s that ittemd it. 

IWiigIt 
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1 might here add the confcious fenfe 
that* all other intelligent beings muft ap- 
^bve fuch a candufl ; the charafter, ei^ 
teem, and love, that belong to it • which, 
though they carry no obligation in thenr, 
may yet be confidered as natural fanftions 
of virtue, and ought to be laid in the bal- 
tance againft the motives of pleafure and 
•ifttereft, that would feduce us from our 
duty. 

On the other hand, whatever is gaahed 
^hy deferting our duty is dearly paid for? in 

that fliame and rcmorfe that attend it?^; 

•w*{ich are real evils, and as feverely felt 5s 
Hsodily pain and torture^ ** Whoever," fiiys 
i^uUy^ " violates the law of reafbii, renoua- 

M^ces Ws nature, and will be rigprotifly 

'^^ diaftifod for his difobecticncre, though he 
- ' f ^ may eicape what ^e commonly call' pn- 
'^'niihment/' * j 

Thus far then moral and natural good 

-go tc^ther* We are mad^ not blindly to 

love ourfclves, but to love what is amiable, 

good, and worthy in ourfelves. The mind 

^4c%hts in it's own perfection, arid can ac- 

L 3 quieffe 

' t^ ^ Aptii La^ant* Inft, Di?. lib. 6. cap. 8, 
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qnicfce in nothing clfe as an end or o^gefife 
worthy of it's purfiiit. In proportion bs- it 
advances towards this end, it funreys -i^rfclf 
with joy and gratulation : and, on th^ 
other hand, it cannot forgive or be at j^^p 
with itfelf, while it a6ls unworthily ;r iyt 
neteffarily laments every fall from virtajQ, 
as a proof of weaknefs and degeneracy, 
and, in proportion to this fenfe and feeling 
of ill-defert, becomes the objeft of it's owu 
contempt and hatred* ? 

The pleafiires which I have mentioned, 
o(' felf-efleem and joy in our own worth, 
whifch arc peculiar to virtue, feem to, lie 
p\it€[y rational, — not to proceed from fftf- 
fibft, or any inferior principle in oiut jOft- 
iiirt; but frottl fieafon only :. andtherefierfe, 
•though they cannot be the ground of ► vir- 
tue, 'Or come within the notion of obl^- 
. tion, yec are they pleafures of the pureft 
kind, and feem much lefs than any eiSer- 
iial motive to take from the merit of vir*»f. 
' The lote of virtue is the purc(t principl^^pf 
virtue^ and therefore the love of virtufoiji 
ourfelves is fo far a virtuous felfJove. • ui 

. * [' ^ 
But it muft be confeffed, that, as thefe 
pleafures are purely rational j fb coiiiidcr^ 

as 
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iii'^Si adequate fanflion <;o virtue, they ar«* 
adapted only to beings that are purely ra- 
tional. Man, to return to the objedion, 
is a fenfible as well as intellectual being ;. 
fubjeift, as fuch, to many wants and infir- 
mities, to much pain and mifery : and vir- 
tue is not only left expofed to thefe, but 
they are fometimes the certain efFeCl^and 
fonfequepce of it. The beft of n:\en there- 
fore, however cheared by the confolatiops 
pf virtue, may be unhappy in a grea^t de- 
gree under th? common wants and fuffer- 
ings of life. In thefe drcumftances it ftjems 
^n^effary to give up the obligati(?na of vir^ 
tU9, or to allow that roan h an ill-confti'- 
tuted being y thofc who deferve beft. 'b?ing 
neceflarily miferablex either by foijfeiting 
. their virtue, and incurring the ?epraadt>.of 
their own hearts, or expofmg themf^X^^^jby 
-tjKir adherence to it to the evil^ of life-» . 

. But her?, thirdly, reUgion comes in to 

HOur aid: which teachps us,, that; we ate 

under th? government of a wife and good 

.being j that virtue is his will,, a neceffary, 

but fure title to his favour 5 th^t,. whatever 

inequalities appear in this life, all will be 

^jufted in another, in which every, one 

ib?il receive according to his deeds* This^ 

It 4. whicU 
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;irhich rcafbn alone might teach- to the wilb 
and prudent, God has revealed alfo^ onto 
babes- Here then the objoftion before bs 
vanifhes t virtue and' happinefs are found at 
hiflr to coincide, sni the fchetne of moral 
duty and obligation to be confiftent with 
the nature and Gonftitution of man- 

But, if thtfe principles are neecflkry i6 
the fiippcn-t of virtue, are they not, it will 
be inquired, the proper ground and obH-^ 
gdtibn of it? Ate not the authority of 
Cod, his right to give law^ to his c!?ea- 
ture&, and his power of difpenfing eternd 
rewards and punifhinents, the fupeft foBn*- 
dation to build morality uponr? To- ^is 
k rauft be anfwercd, that thefovereign per- 
fe^ions of God: are undoubtedly a reafon 
for the higheft reverence and homage we 
can pay him, the loweft proftration of 
hieart and mind that we can exprefs before 
him. The mofk perfeft fbbm^iion is due 
to its will, who is wifilom and goodnefe 
itfeif ; the moft entire devotion to his fep- 
vice, whd made us what We are, and'^ve 
us all that we poffefe. Btrt thcfe duties de- 
rive their obligation from the piinciple w^ 
have been eftablifhing. It is in the higheft 
degree reafonable, that vro r^fign our will, 
' ' / ^ and 
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knd cv«nx>ttr reafon> to hi^ will, who, we arfe 
pwviiHtfly affiared, can opdam nothing but 
whafe is right aiKt good : and Aerefope afl 
feis commajKls, even though w« (hould not 
b« able to^ difcem the reaibn and equity <^ 
t^m, have a claim to-iorar' oBedicnce. It 
is meet and right, that we pay a chckrful 
fubmifllon to his will, to whom we owe 
our ve«y felves, aiKt all our pdwe^s of a6^- 
ing and thinking. Obedience then to the 
win of God, when revealed or known, is 
upon this principle tha firfl and higheil: 
iduty of aJl (treated bdngs. The authority 
of God, as our creat&r* and* gov«Tiof, his 
wifdom* and goodneis^ are £> many additi^ 
onal obligations ta virtue. But, however 
thefe obligations are multiplied, they arc 
AiU one in kind, driving all their force 
f rorar itafon and right. 

' With refpeSl: to the laft principfe here 

:'in€nti<Mied, the fendions of rewards and 
ptmMiments^ which God has annexed to his 
laws', tbefe have not in any proper foifc 

^the nature of obligation. They are only 
motives to virtue, adapted te the ftate and 
condition, the weaknefe and infenfibility, 

'o# man. They do not make or ccmftitutc 
dut^ 4nit .prefuppofe it* To a<fl agaiirfl 

^- T them 
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them is not fo properly fin, as folly and 
madnefs. It will follow likewife, as I am 
forced to acknowledge, that to aft merely 
from thefe mptives, without any regard to 
reafon or eonfcience, if this were poffible, 
is not virtue, however it might be thought 
prudence or intereft. Thefe are, however, 
thfe heft helps to virtue, as they ferve to 
awaken the attention of thoughtlefs man* 
kifad, to call them off from the cares and 
plewfl'es in which tiiey are iipmerfed, and 
ffbm fenfible to ipiritual objeft?. When 
the'riiliid is turi;ied to contemplate virtue^ 
it's' obligations will appear with it ; wc 
fllall neceffarily ap|irove it for it*s own fake j 
and biir reafon and underftaliding will be 
fcrtnight into captivity to it. Befides, the 
tiature of m^ is ftch, that, by whatcv^er 
means lie is brought into a certain courfe 
and tenor of aftion, it will foon beconie 
his ^leafure and choice. An uniform prac- 
tice of duty will make it natural and ha-» 
bitual to us, and will foon induce a lov« 
ef it. We ftiall infenfibly adopt the tr^e 
J)rinciple pf virtue, and leam to he fubje^ 
for conference fake. 

The xonclufions that mpft deferve our 
jliotic?, frpm what has been iaid, are, , 
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Firii, that virtue^ and the obligation of 
it^ are not founded in \yill, or power, or 
ip ;the arbitrary appointment of any being 
whatfoeverj that the laws of God himfelf 
^jare. not therefore righteous, merely becaufc 
they aie commanded, but are therefore 
coramanded, becaufe they are antecedent!/ 
and in their own nature righteous. Rear- 
fon and right are the eteri^al rule of ^c+ 
tion by which the will pf.Qod hirai^lf . is 
direfted. To act invariably by this fu]^ 
is infinite goodnefe, rightepufncfs, ar|d n^p^ 
xal perfedion : and therefore tq afcrib? t^i$ 
tg ^Godr is to pay him the h^npur (iuje tigtp 
Jbis name. This univerfal mk appUes. itr 
fdf differently to the different i;anka ^4 
fy^pms of intelligent beings, and wiH call 
jfpr very different duties^ according to theif 
^(^ereat capacities, relations, and pif/ci^mj- 
jftan^ea^ The end and deiign of revelcviofi 
j$ to 'give the higheft explicit authority tQ 
|bi3 ?ulp, as well as tp adapt it to th? na^ 
ture and condition of ra^an, and to provide 
for his infirmities andw^nts in th? prac- 
tice of it. By it's aptitude to this end eve- 
ry religion muft be tried. To this teft the 
fcriptures appeal, as a neceffary proof of 
their truth. And this is the charai^eriftic 
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excellence and the great internal evidence 
"df Chriftianity, that all it's precepts, doc- 
trines, and inflitutcd duties are calcttlated 
in the higheft manner to promote mdrdl 
righteoufnefs. Upon this principle arc 
founded all the claims of merit and excef- 
fcncc which it afferts to itfelf ; that k^s fta^ 
tutes are rights and rejoice the heart ; tJiat 
ebey are juji and true and righteous altoge-^ 
fhr f that the righteoufnefs of ifs teftimonies 
is eia:lafting^ md itU law iV truths 
.' ■ • ' ' 

i A fecond confequ^ice from wliat ha* 
tieen faid is, that virtue s&id- it's obligatioA 
zre> not founded in any good aflfe^ons^^ 
foch as bertevolence, compaffioui and thfc 
fikut; HOT in any blind impulfe, ififtia^ 
cr jnoilal fenfe* By this latter indfeed^ if 
vreunderftand the different fentimerits t^ 
^arcb right and wrong in the 'uiid^ftMid^ 
ing, ^is will coincide with the pi^fWi^ 
which we have been explaining* But, if 
be meant by it only an inftinfHve approbs^ 
tion of virtue, and a certain refined^ tft^ 
for the beauties and excellencies of it, as It 
is gMierally explained by thQf6 who defeitd 
it, this is to make the nature of virtue 
wholly precarious and ai'bitrary, to &ppofe 
that men might have been intelligent 4>^ 
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fags witliout any attaehmfent to It, or even 
*^th fentiments and afF^dlions wholly in- 
terted, and direfted to the contrary T>bu 
jtfts ; fince the pleafing fenfations, which 
«^ now the mcitement and fan^tion of 
virtue, might confiftently with this hypo* 
thdis have been giVen to it's contrary. 

There is a third opinion not lefs repug-i^ 
hant to the principles we have been affcrti 
^ng, which places the effence of virtue ia 
a conformity of our aftions and afffedliona 
to tjie publick good, and the obligation or 
Ible inotive to the praflice of it in the pre- 
fent feeling or future profpeft of private 
^tappinefs. But, not to mention that thefe 
principles of aflion feem but ill to agree 
togrther, piety and temperance, two very 
jtfompi^eaiiiive duties, will have ^but a very 
precarious foundation in this fyftem : and 
•T0f *b€ more fecial duties, juftice, fiddity, 
"gr^tude, wt may forely affirm, that thefe 
{^ppear to the confcienoe of every man to 
4)c indifpenfible and neceflary, witlwut in- 
-qdwifig mto their confequences, cither dn 
our own, or the happinefs of others. It 
is true, that God has fo wifely ordered the 
irAme and conftitution of things, that the 
fira^iee of vxrtiie has the moft natural arid 
^- -». general 
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gfenerial tendency to promote haj)pind[1f 
aniong men. Biit this connexion is n^ot 
neqeffary, nor in many particular cafes cer- 
tain : and the foundation of virtue cannot 
be any thing that is precarious and con- 
tingent. 

If men are left to infer their duty from 
zny^ i^ch relat4op, they will^nd many Hea- 
dy l€«pedients to^ evade it. Single inftances 
of rduty v«rill be thought of little influence 
tot the publick ; rt ^will appear fair and 
right to commute for private vices by piib- 
Eck benefits : and fraud and impofture wiJT 
be authorized, as oft as the common godd 
k thought promoted by it. In faft, uponf 
thisiiprinciple it certainly is, that men hay^ 
alkfi^ed themfek^s in the praftici of piotf* 
forgeries ; that perfecution is juftified hi 
the caufe of religion ; and that puWit* 
faith and truth are fo often and openly fi:^ 
. crificed to puldick utility. And it is thens-^ 
, fore againft this fpecies of felf-deceit thki 
the Apoftle has addrdTed a very particulfi? 
cautioa -*^ not to do evil^ that good may i;omfi 

i have juft obferved, that the two prin- 
. ciplfis here laid down, inftead of bearing fo 
. €U>^e ^affinity, feem «aliiec tp have aii 
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trtifrtendly aipe^ towards each other* . fi 
tove of ourfelves is ^pt in it's natural, in* 
fluence any motive to the good of othecs t 
nor is the good of others any direct mean^^ 
of procuring haf^inels tQ ovrielves. But, 
however thefe may be reconciled by religi*- 
on, and felf-love and focial be made at laft 
the lame, we (hall ftill by the firft of thef& 
principles be bound in dufy to wnfiik our 
prefent happinefs, as far as it can CfmfiffL 
with the publick good. It will be ncxtbntjr 
innocent and prudent, butvircuet todb fo^ 
and immoral to ni^le^ it.. And» •onr,ihD 
^ther hand» the duties^of life whioh eatpofei 
ns to moft trouble and r^f-daual, inftead 
«f,. having the greater j will have thoifcfe 
virtue in them : for, as far, as they intsit. 
^pt otur happinefs, we (hail ai6t cimtraiy 
1^ pinr ; obligations in performing them. 
Ipi^^e jconiequences muft foUow: for, if 
ej^ own happinefs be tfie^only rcafon for 
c^MSilhing that of others, it muft be.thi& 
^f^n tih^t^ makes it diity; and, confer 
^^ntfyi to confult our own h«ppine& /amSt 
h^ of prior obligation, imd a mere indil^ 
penfible duty. 

*.; Th« advocates ^ this new fyiboEH have 
jnrith greaj; fgi%;ec c^jdeafoa and^loqueno& 
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ilemonftratea, thdt «o ©tJJer'^moiidlVe b^-« 

jsxdte to the >pm(Sbice(>0£ Mktwje : ^j^t, -iiit^ 
jj^j^y:, the ^ffereirtJe, ^Uyjrt .na^tivt ami 
pbligation has been overi«©ked ; which are 
ip far fex>mi>eing the Ame» that the ibnaer 
Are t!hi4fly .^dsflrtSfled, and «^*e their -influ»- 
<«»cd» to the prfffioms J .vdwfe $hB l«tt€a- ^ 
■plies itfelf fcdeiy, )aad «wes ^1 it's '^uth^ 
i-ity, )to the uadfrAaasd^Bigj., ,T^ w^de^ 
. -^ataid wapediejicy t>f jJeii(gKH|« ^nftidfij, #s 
foothaa to vkt\>e,; nw^ widi,>ali feve^emie 
^fid.tlienkfulncfe Ik aGk»9Wle4g^ i and 
'thai, vioftuie, too Iktle fri^AiiM,iiua£kr.^e& 
SitftacnQte» -Woald. bfe iU-fuf^rted withoqt 
.-thfeMU . BiA fti31 jthpfe a?e bst fubfidiaty to 
.^lirfajB? «tbe^ii2***re «ndjdu^y:of "which mxiik 
^iM;1&rft-iu|$8oM > a«%d thi^. the^e. adre>adde4» 
.net ito g^ ^wthoiaty ^r <>h%ajiQft, >|t 
ioiXJ^ aad/iufli^eiicq, or te^fffoCttre thWigif* 
•<Wntioii ittd. /©bodience \pfeic4i *tf e due to4ji% 
. .. ^ . •. . .1 j. ; . ' . " .. . • . . . t- 
:.A.£ofmk qopclMfiQn, w^h I {Qi*U ii^f. 
:<fame tft'Crifferi fewn what has-tvsen iaid,.-i^ 
-that, ,wi«n;;v4rt»e^i8:<&*d ftp -^mrfift ria/a 
conformity to ti-uth, in aftingjt^eesbly.-jp 
the truth of the cafe, to the r^afon, truth, 
■)ot fiitncft t)f ,-i^rigS> Bhe?^^, >if «iot inac- 
i^asmf^. y dti ifc)i»dthJ*^l TQfefc^iQ i». ^ 
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titprcMbti. It is certain, tliat/ iti every 
irirtuous aftion, truth, or a convi6iion that 
die aftion is right, is the principle or rea- 
4km upon which we aft. But the charac- 
ter of the aftion, and, confequently, the 
^neafure and ftandard of it, is not truth, 
4«t right : nor does the virtue of it con^ 
^ in a conformity to truth, as foch, 
though it may be faid to Confift ih a coni* 
*formity to fome {>articular truth, or rult 
jo£ t&ity, prefcribing what is -right. Trutli 
is a term of wider extent than ri^ht. The 
trharafter o!f- wifdom or prudence, o{ fkill 
hi any art or profeflion, are as well foittid- 
td in a regard to truth, and imply the aft- 
ing agreeably to thfe nature and rcaibn of 
tilings : yet are thefe ideas certainly diftinft 
£rom that of goodnefs, or moral reftitude. 
iThe man who builds according' to the 
J)ttnciples of geometry afts as agreeably td 
truthj and he who ihould tran%i-efs thqr 
rules of archrtefture, as much violates truth, 
as lie who afts agreeably to the duty of 
l^ratitude, or contrary to it : but in the for-* 
mer of thefe inftances the Conlc^mlty to 
truth is not virtue,, but fltill ; the defleftiort 
-from it is not vice, but ignorance or folly^ 
In every truth, vdftch canies moral dbli-r 
Igation^ right or duty^ or ibmething^ fyno- 
M ftymouisr. 
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tiymous, muft be exprcffed or underftooii 
If virtue therefore be defined a conformity 
to truth, it is to fuch moral truth only a$ 
points out what is right. It is the confor- 
mity to what reafon di6latcs as right, not 
V^hat it teaches for true. And this cha- 
rafter of aftions depends not on any prci- 
vious truth or reafon of things ; but it's 
conneftion with every fpecies of aflion, or 
contrariety to it, is, as I have above intiw 
mated* immediately feen by it's own lights 

There Is yet another fenie^ very different 
fjrom this,^ in which morality has been r^ 
folved into truth ; which fuppofes evejy" 
aftion to be direftly affirming or denying 
iovofi truth, and accordingly, as it expreffes 
what is true or falfe, to be right or wroag. 
Thus the man who injures or defigaedly 
hurts another unprovoked, is therefore guit- 
ty of a crime, becaufe he virtually affirms 
the man to be his enemy,^ when he is not. 
But, befidethat this language of actions is 
\often very equivocal and uncertain,, it is 
plain that in this^ and the like may be faid 
of every other cafe that can be put, the 
a£tion muft be fuppofed previoufly wrong, 
before it can by any conftrudtioa be made 
out to be falfe. For whyi^ this affirming 
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tne injiired perfdn to be an enemy, but 
betaufe an innocfent perfon deferves not 
fuch treatment, or, in other words, it is 
contrary to right to treat him thus ? It is 
this laft, truth by. which the a6tion is con- 
demned, and by the violation of which 
alorie it has the chara6fer of guilt derive4 
upon it^ 

I am unwilling to difnxifs this fubje6t 
without' pointing out fome of it's ufes ii| 
pra6licerf 

Firft then, let us feam from fiience to 
reverence virtue wherever we find it j not 
only among thofe of our own perfuafion,, 
kBiy or party, but wherever by the ifbrce 
of reafonit breaks thro' the impreflions pf 
a falfe, or rejoices in the light of true re- 
ligion. The feed and principle of virtue, 
the Apoftle has taught us in the text, is 
fown alike in all j and he feems as plainly 
to intirtiate that the poordl Heathen is born 
to the like hopes and expectations with 
ourfelves. He here tells us, that the Gen- 
tiles, which have not the law, may do by 
nature, by natural reafon only, the things 
contained in, or the moral duties of, the 
law } that, where this is th? cafe, ibeir un^ 
M % cir^ 
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circumctfion jhall be counted for circumctjton ': 
that is, thofe among the Heathen, who 
live up to the light which God has given 
them, in fulfilling the moral duties of re- 
ligion, fhall be accepted of God, though 
they are not in covenant with him as mem- 
bers of his church. They may even by a 
lower degree of obedience give equal proof 
of virtue with thofe who are favoured with 
higher lights and advantages, and fhall 
accordingly be judged hereafter according 
to what they have, and not according to 
what they have not; — thofe who have 
lived under the law, by the law ; and thofe 
who have lived without the law, without 
tl>e law. They fet out behind us, if I may 
fo exprefs myfelf^ in the great race of viri 
tue, happinefs, and perfeftion^ which lici 
for ever iand without end before us: but 
they may by their diligence or our flothi 
fulneis overtake us in this world, and be 
placed, for their reward, far before us tdk 
the next. Thus our Saviour hath told us^ 
there are firft which fhall be laft, and laft 
which fhall be firfl : Many^ faith he, JhaB 
€ome in that day from the Eaft and from the 
Weji^ and Jhall ft down with Abraham arnf 
Ifaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heofOen ) 
and the children of the kingdom fiall be caft 

out. 
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««/. Inftcad therefore of deipifihg the er- 
ror and ignorance of others, let their virtue 
rather provoke us to jealoufy and emula- 
tion. Inftead of placing a vain fecurity in 
our fuperior knowledge, and in the prefent 
favour of God, let us take heed to our- 
felves that we make the beft ufe of the 
jldvantages we enjoy, that we lofe not the 
things which we have gained, and that no 
man tajce our crown from us. 

Secondly, let us ever remember that the 
defign of religion is to promote the praflice 
of mcffal righteoufnefs, and to give weight 
to the eternal duties of morality. This is 
the caie end of all it's doflrines and or- 
dinances, as well as of it's precepts. In 
applying it's doftrines to ourfelvej, or 
^dreffing them to others, we fliould there- 
fore inquire to what ufes of piety and vir- 
tue . they are direfted, how the heart may 
be ^unended, as well as the mind inftruft- 
ed, by them s in the inftituted duties of it> 
yfhfit was the end and defign of their ap- 
pointment, what leflbn were they intended 
tQ teach us, what motives and incitements 
to godlinefs to bring to our minds. By 
thus applying them to.their proper ends,, 
^d giving them their due force and di- 
M 3 reftion^ 
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rtftion, we ftiall find them very powerful 
inftruments in. the fupport and advance^ 
ment of our virtue, of great ufe and efii-^ 
cacy in fpiritualizing our afFcftions, and 
weaning them from the things of this 
world. But to reft in the telief of opi- 
nions, or the praftice of ceremonies, as an 
end, is to miftake their nature, and to lofe 
their ufe and .benefit. To fubftitute them 
i;^ the place .of real righteoufnefe, is to 
pervert them into grofs fuperftition. 

Laftly, if we would increafe in virtue 
jand true piety, let us carefully examine our 
a6Uons by their true ftandard, and endea-^ 
vour to ftrengthen and improve the vir- 
tuous principle within us. Let us remem- 
, ber^ that to have kind afFcftions, to be fmit 
with the beauty and excellence of virtue, 
is not virtue : but to cherifh and encou- 
rage thefe within their proper limits, to 
attend to the ends and ufes for which they 
ysrere given us, and to enter into the wif- 
dom and defign of God in giving them, 
this is virtue. Every attention to improve- 
ment, every endeavour after virtue, is vir- 
tue itfelf. In like manner, to have the 
jufteft fenfe of right and wrong, to have 
the clearqft convi6tions of duty in the mind. 
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h not virtue : but to endeavour to improve 
this fenfe by reafon and refleftion, to keep 
the virtuous principle ever awake and ac- 
tive in our breafts, this is virtue ; and a 
duty of the greateft importance. The im- 
perfeftion of our nature requires it. In 
a^ive life we are expofed to fo many temp- 
tations, that, if we attend not to this, 6ur 
virtue will be ever in danger. In retire- 
ment temptations will be fewer : but this 
may be the more necelTary, as it is then 
perhaps the only proof we can give of our 
obedience. For what affurance can = we 
have in our virtue, when it is nevef called 
to Ae trial, unlefs we frequently examine 
our hearts, 9nd root the prindplcte &f ' it 
deep in the mind ? A life of aftion is the 
fchool and theatre of virtue. But, when 
wc have not the opportunity of forming 
good difpolitions into habits by cxercife 
and praftice, we may do it in a good de- 
gree by contemplation, and efpecially by 
the exercifes of devotion and religion ; 
which, befides that they are duties in^f- 
penlible and neceflary' in all, are alfo the 
iireft means do fanftify the heart. In this 
iituation we ought ftudioufly ta embrace, 
and even feek out, all opportunities of do- 
ing good. Thofc who have no temptati- 

M 4 on^ 
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ons to ill fhould be aftivc to their powers 
in well-doing, and not fpend their days in 
indolence and thoughtleflhefe, which will 
Infallibly enervate the mind, rob it of all 
it's virtue, and leave it expofed in the day. 
of tiial. Thus, by attending carefully to 
thg improvement of the ffund, and by ob- 
ferving a proper dilcipHne and ceconomy 
in the government of ourfelves, we fhall, 
whether we mi:« with the world, be arm*- 
cd againft it's temptations^ or, whether 
fheltered from thefe in retirement, ftiatt 
ftrcngthen and increaife the virtuous princl** 
pie within us. In both we Ihall fccure the 
bleffing of God on our endeavours, fhaU 
proceed from ftrength to ftrength in virtue, 
ftikll attain to the things that are more 
excellent, and go on to perfe^on. 
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APPENDIX. 

THE fubjcft of the foregoii)g ^if^ 
cpiirie being clofely conixefted with 
THany qu€;ftion? of jdiffi<:ulty aii4 iflippr- 
f^ce^ fom? pf Ae. princip^ of thefe it 
is th? deAgn of the fqllowing npte.^ ito }U 

Notp to pjage 143. " We fay not of the 

•' j^iyine B»n^^ that he is virtuous. — The 

.5' reafon is, that ^t implies trial and con- 

y ^ijft. Virtue in every aftion is meafur^ 

-** ed by tlje difficulty that attends it," 

5l^t will it not follow from thefe prin^ 
cipljes^ t]l^at virtue and moral perfeftion 
fre i^wJte 4iff^?at thing?, fin^ce the latter 
^may ^certainly apd muft be afcribed to the 
P^iJy,. tHojugh the former^ as is here af- 
ferted,^ cann9t ? And again, if the mea- 
iiirp of virtue be the difficulty .encountered, 
. ' • will 
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will it not feem, that, as men increafe in 
moral perfeflion, they may decreafe in vir- 
tue, fmce the difficulty of virtue by tife 
ind habit becomes lefs ? 

Tt> rcmove^ thefe difficulties, kt it be 
cbferved, that virtue is not properly the 
charafter of actions,' but reftitude. The 
virtue of a6lions iSy properly fpeakin^ 
only that degree of virtue in the agent, 
which is exerted in performing them : and 
this muft be meafured by^ the difficulty eni 
countered and fobdued. But the whole or 
fum of virtue m the agent is riot to; be 
mcafured by the difficulties that art fori 
mounted, but by thofe which it is able to 
furmount, by the power and fufficiency of 
the agent to overcome difficulties, tridls, 
and temptations; and therefore may be 
fuppofed in any degree, where it' is not 
tried by any difficulty at all : fbr the habit 
and charafter of virtue^ or the ftrength of 
the virtuous principle, may be iricreafed, 
not only by aftuaf exercife and trial, buti 
as before obferved, by reflefHon, atteritioil 
to moral truths, or a right ufe of our rea- 
foning powers. The force of this princi- 
ple, as it refides in the hidden man of the 
heart, can be known only to God,^ the 
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jfearcher of hearts. To men the virtue of 
others can be known and eftimated only by 
their aftions ; which, though not an accu- 
rate meifure of virtue, is the only meafure 
they can apply : and, the virtue of thefe 
]being meafured by the djfEcvilties attencKng 
them, hence in common language virtu^ 
always implies trial and difficulty, and is 
affirmed only of fuch beings, as are fup- 
pofed liable to temptation, and capable o£ 
fin. But virtue, <;onfi,dered limply^ in it- 
felf, as a moral power of refiflmg ^n4 
conquering difficulties, this is throughput 
the fame with moral perfeftion, righteoufr 
nefs, or goodtfefe, and may be equally 
afcribed to the fupreme Being, whofe 
moral rectitude is more than fufficient to 
f onquer all difijculties^ 

With refpeflt to the other difficulty men-r 
tioned, it is certain, that, as the habits o£ 
virtue increafe, the difficulty of it in every 
fingle inftance will decreafe. But it is as 
certain, that the virtue of thefe habits will 
bear exaft proportion to the difficulties en- 
countered in forming them. And if, in 
the feveral repeated adls by which any ha- 
bit of virtue is formed, the laft aft of virr 
pjL^ be attended with l?fs difficulty than thd 

fprmer^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



( 172 1 

former, this facility is itfelf to be confider^ 
ed as a diftinft proof of the prevalence of 
virtue in the agent ; and, in eftimating the 
force x)f the virt\K>us principle, is to be 
added to the difficulty of the aftion. Thus^ 
if to abftain from any unlawful pleafure 
be twice as eafy, the fame circumftances of 
temptation apd the fame natural advan-r 
tages or abilities fuppofed, as it was for^ 
merly, thi? \k ? poor pf twice the virtue 
in the agent? in like m^ner as^ in trying 
the natural ftrepgth of men, he that cai^ 
lift or remove a §iveji weight with twicc^ 
the eafe th^t another can, has twice tht? 
ftrength. Thus then the msttef fe^ms tQ 
ftand : when it is faid^ that the virtije of 
aftions is meafured by the difficulty that 
attends them, this is as near the truth, as. 
in common fpeaking we do, or need to. 
go : for the facility of performi|ig duty, 
acquired by ufe and habit^ cannot he 
known or eftimated by us^ But it is no^ , 
accurately true, unlefs all external circum^ 
ftances, and all the circumftances of the; , 
agent likewife, that is, all his acquired a^ 
V^ell as natural abiUties, be fuppofed thq 
fame; oj unlefs to the difficulty of the 
adlion, fimply confidered, be added thq 
facility with which it is performed^ . 

NOTEr 
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Note IL 

P. 150, " The pleafures, which I have 
^* mentioned, of felf-efteem and joy in our 
" own worth, . are motives of the pureil 
'^ kind, &cr 

' But, if virtue b 
prefent pleafure, w 
at laft be founded ; 
fliall we reconcile t] 
ednefs, which, upo 
laid down, feems t 
fential to it ? 

In aniwer to this, it i 
enough to obferve, that 
cieive the moft perfeft reaf 
the pureft principles, not 
fure from virtue. To afl 
o^ duty muft give pain and regret to every 
intelligent being ; and, for the fame rea- 
fon, to conform to right or duty muft give 
ptealbre. The enjoyment therefore of this 
pleafure, if there be any fuch thing as vir- 
tue, muft be confiftent with the higheft 
perfeftion of it. But, to trace this mat- 
ter as far as we can, it will be proper t^ 
/ confider 
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confider the feveral fenfes in which an agent 
or aflion may be f^i^ to be difinterefted* 
To be abfolutelydifinterefted, in thelargeft 
fenfe of the word, of to be indifferent to 
pleafure and pain, is plainly inconjpatiblc 
.with the naturae of gny b^ing wHatio^ver, 
and therefore cannot be neceffajy to virtue. 
To prefer mifery, or to love it equally with 
liappinefej^ is a pont;r2idi6liQB i;l teirms. An 
^gent is thien difintcrefted^ jn tlj^ ftrifteft 
poffibk fenfe of the W0r4, whegi m a^y 
particular a^ljon his ovK9 injtereft is i? n^ 
degree the mot)/Ve, fnd, or objeft of it: 
and, fecondiy^ in z loofer fetife, vhiep iht 
aftion or intention of the age;nj; 4pW Wt 
interfere with the intereft of others ; or 
more fo, wl^en th^ir interdl h $t I^bA in 
part co;.^lulted by it; and ftiH m ^ hi^bcc 
degree, wlien any part of hi? q^b interefit 
i? voluntarily Sacrificed to it* 

, In the latter c^ thefe f^nke the dHiarr 
iereftednefs of virtue will tie .e^y ttia4^ 
jDut. The pleai^res that belong to it can 
never interfere with the pkgiiire op fe^^plr 
nefs of anottier; a^ to intend injuiryt© 
any is totally inconfiftent with^ it, la rt^ 
' cafes the mterelj: of pthei^ i§, a^ U^^ «^ 
jpart the imme&ate ojbjeO: ojf it^ aod liifu^? 
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ly at fome expence of eafe, happinels, 6t 
prcfent intereft of our own. There is a 
chapter in * Arijiotle's Ethics, in which 
this fubje6); is profcfledly treated, and with 
the ufual acutenefs of that philofopher: 
"•The mind," fays he, " is our proper 
** felf : vand he that follows this governing 
" principle may therefore be faid to gratify 
** and love himfelf, more properly than h^ 
" who obeys his appetites and paflions, 
" which are at beft but an inferior part of 
" of our nature. The man who divider 
" his fortune with his friend is the great- 
" er benefaftor to himfelf: he makes his 
*^ friend only the richer by his bounty, but 
" makes himfelf the better man. In like 
*• mminer, the man who gives up his life 
** for his friend or his country, prefers the 
" fatisfaftion of being greatly good to all 
** the pleafures that an inglorious life can 
" give him : he chufes to enjoy virtue for 
*^ a year or for a day, rather than a whole 
•* life that is ufelefs, or fpent in vicious 
** pleafures." There is then, according to 
this excellent reafoner, a virtuous as well 
as a vicious felf-love : and to prefer the 
< pleafures of virtue to every other intereft 

* Ad Nicomath. lib. 9. cap. 8« 
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-is all that is necbfiary to the Inghdf!: degtiee 
-^f virtue. 

But we may^ I thinks go farther, an<l 
^rffett the difirttcreftednfefe trf virtue in the 
lirft and ftrifteft fenfe. For, i. the pleaw 
fares of felf-a{)fH'obatioti and tfteem, which 
follow virtue, csertainly arife from a con- 
^iouB fenfe of having made vktue, and not 
pteafure, our choice > not from prefwring 
one intereft or pleafure to another, but 
from afting according to right, witibout 
any other consideration whatfoever. it 
feems efiential to this plcalure, that nt> 
motive of intereft have any part in the 
choice or intention of the agents And, i* 
to make this pkafure an objeft to the 
iflind, the virtue, whofe principle we afe 
fceking after, muft be already formed. Fbr 
let it be obferved, that the pleafures wc art? 
:^aking of are tbemfelves virtuous pleS- 
^res ; ftich asr none but virtuous minds 
are capable of propofing to themfelveSy of 
ef enjoying* To the ierifual and volupttt- 
^Lry the plealure^ that arife from denying 
our appetites or paflions have no exiftencc. 
Thefe cannot tharefdre be the motive to 
*^that virtue which is already prefuppofed. 
On the contrary, they owe their rife and 

exigence 
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exiftence to the iame principle or cauft 
ivith virtue itfelf. It is the fame love of 
virtue which makes it firft the ohje6l of 
our purfuit, and, when acquired, the fub- 
jeft of our triumph and joy. To do a^ 
virtUoiis a^ion for the fake of thefe vir- 
tucQjs ;pleafurcs, is to chufe virtue for the 
fak€ /of heing viituous; which is to ^eft 
in it as an end, or to purfu^ it without 
rpgard to any other ot^ed or intereft. 

... Note III. 

. P. 153. " The feftftions of rewards and 
*'i|)iwiifiii!neats, which God has annexed to 
f * his laWs, havfe lie* in any proper fcnfe 
"the riatiire of obligation', &€.'' 

The belief of a;God and a future ftate^^ 
^01;^ BO way Becefikry to the nature o» 
oyig^on of virtue, is yet, without quef-* 
X\ov^ q£ abfolute neceflity to fiq^rt it in 
pr»£lice*. Thb hath been already fo fully 
?(UpiYed,. aad.'is fo univerfally acknowledg- 
ed, that I aeci not enlarge upon it. But 
h, not this than a motive of intereft ? And 
yrill not ato ot^cft of fuch infinite concern 
as tbe fMX)i^)e6l of eternal rewards and pu- 
iBihments, be apt to engrofs our whole at- 
tention, and, by excluding ot fuperfeding 
ijie virti\ous principle, annihilate that vir- 
N tue 
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tue which it is faid ta fupport ? As thii 
has been thought a queftion of great dif- 
ficulty, it will deferve a particular atten-^ 

Firfl: then, it is certaiii, that the force 
of this motive is by no means fo great a^ 
is here fuppofed^ Were thefe momentous 
objefts prefent to our view, or had we any 
fenfiWe experieiiwce of them, our liberty^ it 
might be thought, would be over-ruled: 
our paflions woald be fo ftrongly excited, 
that there would be no room for reafon. 
or virtue to aft. But, with refpeft to the 
things of another Ufe,. we walk by faith; 
i^ot by fight. . The diftance of thefe iti 
profpeft, and the darknefs in which dicy 
are involved, diminifti them to our view, 
fuid; reduce their influence on th^ lives of 
m«», in corapaiifcrn, to very little. As 
tliey cannot be objefted to our fenfes, fo 
neither can they be piftured out by thtt 
imagination, the only inftrumcnt by which 
diftant ob]c6ls excite and move the pdfr. 
fions. Hoice our attention is left open to 
all the folicitations of fenfe and appetit*; 
and there is ample room left for the exer-^ 
cife and trial of our virtue. On the othei? 
hand, we are not only at liberty to attend 
to the pura: prindples of virtue^> but; it 

feemS' 
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IJbems a principal end and effeft of thefe 
external motives to awaken and turn our 
attention to thefe principles, and to give 
them their full force on the mind : and 
whoever is by the joint influence of thefe 
motives reclaimed from vice, and not only 
ejntered upon a courfe of virtuous aftion, 
but confirmed in the fteady . practice and 
habit of it, will, I doubt not, owe more 
of his virtue to the latter of thefe princi- 
ples, than to the former, I am perfuaded, 
that no one ever repented of the folly of 
fm, without repenting at^the fame time of 
the guilt, and feeling the fllame pf liaS/ing 
afted unworthily; and that we riever 
forfake, without ibhorriilg, that which is 
evil, s'/' ... * ■ .^ :" ■.'^' '' ' ■ ■ - jf' X 

V ^econdiyj if we liave any idea dtall o( 
the happinefs of a future ilate, it is that 
o^ virtuous : . exercife and virtuous enjoy-; 
xj[ient. Wj? can form no other conception of 
the hap|)inefs of angck, butthat of a more 
exited i piety JukI btanevolencei exerting 
tberafely^Siin a more exalted and extended 
j^here* Bwtvto make this our objeft and aim^ 
is^.as we h.ave feen, entirely confiftent with 
Virtue. It is a motive only to virtuous minds ; 
and,, as it owes it's force to the principle 
-of virtue already rooted in the mind, fo 
N 2 it 
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. It will rticipfdcalty ftrengtlren this ^piiiicif^ 
within us. Indeed, otif feopes irtd fears irf 
another Kfe, whatever be fuppded ttie 6b» 
je£t of them, will be foimd i*i great part 
to derive their force^ from the lovfe of Ood 
and goodnefsv It is a iove of goodnefe 
that makes us attribute this as a peifeftiort 
to the Deity -r and it is from this pefrffeo 
tion abnc' diat we exi)e6t a reward: fo vir- 
tue. And again, in proportion as we-lovie 
virtue ourfehies, we -fhafl think it tRe <3(b* 
jtft of the love and favour tof <>od j atidi 
in proportion as wt hate fin, we Ihall ■fhihk 
it the ot^ed of his <fi%1eafttrc. 

Thirdly, our hopes in ^rtidtficr fife, a$ 
far as they have no certain or determinate 
objeft, will be found to be nothing more 
than a pious trttft or itnpfieit f^lSi "fli tl^ 
goodnefs of God: for it is on this ^ hk 
that our futare expeftatioris are btiih:. 
And even our fttture fears, s» ht as tbey' 
are a motive of a'dtion, and leaHtO'fepeti- 
tance, will refolve int() the faine -pritxtipt^, 
and muft imply a belief in iJie goodntfe trf 
God, and truft in his tnercy. But i^his trtitt 
or faith in God is a duty we owe iiim, an.^ 
an ad of piety and true virtue. To be- 
lieve in himwliomwe have not feen; ta 

rcfign 
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i^g^ TiU our «ar^ and interefts into hi? 
Ifands; to, commit our £9uls unto him in 
well-doing> as unto a faijiiful Creator, un- 
moved by pleafiire, unftiaken by pain j to 
ijaaintsdn our allegiance to heaven, whepi 
we feera moft forfaken by it, under toe- 
tare of body, and dge^on of mmi j thjs 
i& the virtue of faith, and i$ doing the 
greateft honour we can to the goodnefs 
and truth of God : and, as.it is the high- 
gfti charaiaer to which human virtue, or 
pearhaps any other, can afpire, fo, what- 
eyer there may be of intereftednpfs, there 
is cect^wily more of the love of God ^nd 
goodnpfs, than of any other prineijde in 

Shoi4d the laws of our country incut. 
a^t virttje,- and threaten vice with pun}lh- 
meat j and fhould a righteous and perfe<^ 
^dminiftration infure favour and reward to 
.the good, and the merited infti<aioji qt 
puniftynent on the badj a good fubjed, 
who wasted not thefe motives or reftraints, 
would love his duty the more : and, .when 
he-Gonfiders virtue as the principle in the 
l^^^vgjyer or. fsmce^ from which thefe fa- 
lu^ry laws derive their exiftence and their 
fojjcey. ap th*t which, pves pei^e a^d order 



Digitized 



by Google 



r[ 182 1] • 

to the fociety in which he lives, his love 
and efteem for virtue will ftill increiafe : he 
will love his prince for the charafter or 
' goodnefs that belongs to him, will delight 
in pleafmg, and fear to difpldafe him; 
v^hich is another addition of ftrength to 
the virtuous .principle. His lovfe for virtue 
theuy cdnfid^refl as an objeft in itfelf, and 
his attachment 'to his duty, will be greatly 
increafcd, at the fame time that his hopes 
and fears have another objeft prefented to 
theip,f which has a diftinft weight and 
force.. In the mean time the bad under 
fuchia government will be reclaimed. If 
he has incurred guilt, and the penalty 
annexed to it, his only refuge will be in 
goodnefs -, in the goodnefs of his prince, 
and in his own reformation, or a new 
principle of goodnefs wrought in his mind. 
In the end true virtife only will be reward- 
ed.f.and the incorrigible offender alone 
punilhed. In like manner, the virtuous 
.mind, when it confiders virtue as the law 
of God, and as the objeft of his Wve, will 
naturally love it the more 5 and, when he 
confiders gocxinefs or reftitude as a law to 
God himfelf, as tlie ruling principle of the 
Deity, as the fountain of eternal order and 
harmony thro' the univerfe, his love will 
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rife into adoration: he will hearken 'with: 
more reverence and devotion to the ever- 
lafting law of reafon, which reigns with 
fuch fovereign authority over heaven and 
earth ; his duty will appear ftill more the 
glory of his nature; and fin will feem 
jnore exceeding finful : and when, farther, 
Jie confiders this fupreme Judge of merit as 
a witnefs not only to his CHitward aftions, 
l^ut to the fecret motions of the heart, he 
will be more careful to purify the' inner 
man, and to eftablifh the true principle bf 
virtue there. The belief therefore of a 
righteous Providence and a future ftate is 
fo far from extinguifhing or debafing the 
virtuous principle, that it highly l^rength- 
ens and ^xg^lts iu 

., And therefore, laftly, if revelation gives 
/new evidence to thefe doftrine^s, it lb far 
contributes to the advantage and improve- 
ment of virtue ; and thefe are indeed every 
where confulted, and provided for, hf it, 
Jf it has fet the profpeds of a future ftate 
in a clearer light, it has at the fame time 
more ftrongly reprefented the reafonable- 
jieis of our duty, and the excellence and 
god-like nature of virtue. It has fet the 
love of God before. us in many new and 
N 4 more 
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more eft gaging lights, and in return calh 
for all our love and gratitude, and every 
generous afFeftion of, the heart, ia his fer- 
vice. The promifes it makes are liot to 
the outward a6t and appearance, hut to the 
habit and character of virtue. We are re- 
quired to give God the heart; to love Jiira, 
and, of confcquence^ to love our duty, 
with all our heart, with all our foul, with 
all our ftreng^: we are taught that, if 
we give all our goods to feed the poor, 
without the true principk of charity, it 
will be nothing worth. If it commands 
our attention to the recompcnce of. reward, 
it is to raife/us above the wtcaknefs of hu- 
man nature ; it is to keep the love of God 
and virtue alive under the fcverefl trials^ 
to prepare us to cut off a right hand, and to 
pluck^ out a right eye,' to part witli Tioufes 
and lands, with wife and children, for con- 
fcience and virtue's fake. In thefe circura- 
ftances it is a neceflary help and advantage 
to the caufe of virtue, and entirely conftflr* 
' ent with all it's interefts, tolnave our duty, 
on the one hapd„ clearly marked out in it's 
fuir extent, th^t we may not by the ddlu- 
fions of felf-love. be led to cpntrad: the 
fphere, or foljten, the rigour.of it j and,- ot^ 
the other hand^ that wifdom may be jufti- 
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fed of her children, to be affured that 
flflierit and happincfe, virtue and prudence, 
will at laft coincide. 

• Upon the whole, the belief of a God 
and a future ftate are fo dofcly connefted 
with the ftrft principles of reafon, that it 
may be reckoned almoft infeparaWe from 
it : and hence, in fa^V, thefc do6:rines 
liav.e been almoft univerfally received 
among ra«i. And it is as certain, that a 
ienfe of merit and good-defert in virtue is 
likewife univerfal and infeparable from rea- 
Ion. Thefe dodlrines therefore muft be 
conftftent, and ftand in the faireft agree- 
ment together. To do what is right, be- 
caufe it is right, and to believe that the 
Governor of the world will do fo too, ■ arc 
pi'inciples that can never thwart or c^poft, 
but muft mutually ftrengthen and confirm 
leach other : they are in reafon and nature 
united,, and make up jointly the fourcc 
and perfection of virtue. * 

Note IV. 

P. 1 60. *^ When virtue isfaid to con- 
*^ fift in a conformity to truth, to the truth 
f jof the cafe, to the reafon and nature of* 

^ things. 
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^' things, there is, if not impropriety^ 
" fomething of obfcurity or inaccvira^y in 
" the expreffion." 

Obligation in morals is not indifcrimi- 
nately any reafon for ajfting, but fuchV 
i;eafon only, as makes the aftion dpty, and 
the performance of it virtue- This reafon 
muft be an immediate or more remote 
connexion between the aftion and duty or 
right, For, when you a|k whether any 
particular a<5lion is duty^ or obliges as 
fuch; how can this be proved, but by 
fliewing it's connexion with fome known 
duty, or in the laft refort, as in the cafe 
of all firft truths, appealing to the confci- 
ence and reafon of ev^ry man ? It feem^ 
therefore too general and Ipofe a way of 
fpeaking to make virtue f onfift in an agree- 
ment with truth, or the reafon of things ; 
when the only reafon that carries qbliga- 
tion in it i? in all ^afes the reftitude or 
goodnefs of the aftion^ axi^ th? pnly truth 
which binds to aftion is that which points 
out the connexion betwixt thfe aftion and 
this refVitude: and this relation betwixt 
the aftion and right, and no other, is that 
foundation in the reafon and nature of 

things^ , 
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things, upon which all moral obligation is 
tuilt. To explain this more fully, let us 
fee what is properly meant by the reafon 
and nature of things, and by afting agrec- 
I J)ly to them. 

I There is an old maxim in the fchools, 

I which is full of good fenfe : EJentia rerum 

funt aterna. The nature of man is for 
ever the fame 5 that is, the ideas which 
make up the definition of a man will be 
always the fame, whether any fuch being 
aftually exift, or not. The third book of 
Euclid would be equally true, if no fuch 
thing as a perfeft circle ever exifted. The 
exiftence of any thing, as a triangle or 
circle, only fuppofed, a number of proper- 
I ties, relations, and truths depending on 

I thefe, will refult with it. The real con- 

nexion or relation betwixt things or ideas 
is truth or reafon in tiie objeft, or what 
we mean by the reafon or truth of things. 
Reafon is the faculty of perceiving, com* 
paring, and obferving the connexion be- 
twixt thefe ideas. Right reafon is this fa- 
culty free from, and uncorrupted by preju- 
] dice, Gfr. and feeing thefe conneflions as 

they really are. 
\ Here 
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Here then it is plain^ that from the re- 
lations and habitU)de3 of things and perfons 
to each other> actions take a oifferent name 
and charafter. What is in feme cafes juiF- 
tice, will in others be called murder or 
parricide :• of CQnfequence, as the fituation 
or circumftance? of thjp age^t v^ry, his 
obKgations will vary with thenj^ But tbic 
ruk of duty n?ver varies. The conneftioa 
between ev^ry fpecies qf aftiQn, a^d the 
ideas of right and wrong is always the 
fajoae : for in the idea of every moraT afti- 
cn the circumftances of the. agpnt are al- 
ways included. And this eonn?.ftion is as 
much founded in the nature of. things, a? 
any truth whatfoeyer. Were, there but on? 
ag^t in the uniyerfe, and, cpnfequently> 
no fuch thing as giving an4 receiving b^^ 
nefits, the nature of gratitudfi^ would be the 
fame that it is npw : it would be as true 
then, as it is uqw, that the party who re^ 
ceives a benefit ought to requite it witfe 
loye and kindnefs to his benefa6i:or. It i? 
then an eternal truth, that gratitude is 
right or duty. Hence it is rightly faid, 
that this duty is fo:anded 'm the nature and 
relation of things, or that there is a reafon 
in nature for performing it* But this rea- 

fon 
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fen 1 foppofe to be nothing Sik but dili 
agreement betwiKfe Ae idea cf gratitude 
and righty or tbe jconformity of tiite BlSdott 
to the idea of right. The relatbn betwixt 
the party obliged and his benefaftor, makes 
the aStiaa gratkod^ and, iy €X)t^iquence^ 
bdbiigs him under obligation ; becatsfe gra* 
titnde is duty : but the immediate groaftd 
ef obligation is not ^k nekeion, but the 
coiine6lioh bertwi&t gtatdteide and rights 
Hence, in all iangiiagey tbc man who laJds^ 
virttioufly is ^&id to aQ: right, or agre^ibl^^ 
to what is .right and duty, And this aip^ 
pfcars to me ikiare.pn^r, tban to % that 
he aiSs ax:(x>rding to truth j aaid more ck^ 
and diftinft, than to fay. that he afts ac-^ 
cocding to the i^rafon and nature of things^i 
tiie^tticaning of wbkh will, 1 think, in alt 
cafes be f^uiad to be only this, '^dbst li^ 
a^s according to ivh^ reafbn^ in the pre- 
fcnt circuraftonces of th« agtot, and th« 
relation he fiatids in to the obje^ bt&>tm 
Hsmj pronounces to 'be right. 



N O T E V, 



p. i6z. '^And«hi6 chara^r of anions 
2!4^cnds nqt on aay prewow «rut*i o# 
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♦*'redbh of things 5 biit it's coniieftfert. 
** with every fpecies of aftion, or contra- 
** liety to lU is immediately feen by it's. 
•* own light/' 

Right is a firople uhcompounded idea^ 
and, confequently, cannot be explained but 
by example. In confidering the actions of 
mein, the mind forms to .itfelf general ab^ 
ftrafted ideas of gratitude, juftice, mercy^ 
temperance, and the contrary to thefe. 
Again, in comparing thefe, it finds other 
more geiierjll charaftcrs,; in which they 
agree or difagrce. Such are thofc of right, 
wife, good, and the contrary. The laft of 
thefe charafters being an equivocal term, 
and fignifying either the goodnefs of tho 
aftioii in itfelf, or it's relative goodnds tor 
the agent oc others, the firft of thefe fenfes 
is what wc mean, and is^ better exprefied 
by the word right. The connexion be- 
twixt which and the feveral fpecies of a6tif^ 
on above-mentioned being intuitively feen* 
the feveral truths rejfulting from it, fuch 
as, gratitude is right, &c. will form fo ma- 
ny general rules of a6l:ion; and thefe art 
ielf-evident or firft truths, from which * 
there can lie no appeal,: and for the troth 
of which there is no previous truth to apr» 

peal 
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peal fo. Hence the rule of duty in all 
Cortmion cafes is clear to every' uriderftandf- 
Iftg, and will be found, if I miftake not, 
in all it's complications to depend upofi a 
very few principles, which are fimple, eafy, 
and obvious to all capacities. 

We know from our owil' fenfe and feel- 
ing in what the happinefs or good of others 
conlifts/ Then, that evety man's life; 
health, eafe, &c. are hi^ own, arid tiot 
another's — that he has a right to diftnA 
therti dgainft ev'ery invader -^ that to iti-* 
vade them without provocalSbln is wrori^ 
— that to contribute to thefc, or any other 
way to promote the good or happinefs of 
tbthers, is right ^ — thefe truths are; Co clofe^ 
ly connefted, that they run into each othet*; 
and feem almoft the fame. It is then a 
k felf-evident truth, that to do good, or to 
communicate happinefs, is right or d\ity\ 
and to have done it is virtue or merit 5 that 
is, deferves love and gratitude from th* 
party who receives the benefit, and efteeni 
ftom every other. But in the firft of thefe 
principles are included all the duties 6f 
tharity ; compafHon, forgivenefs, &c. — ^ 
in the latter all the duties of piety ; adora- 
tion, thankfgiving, refignation, 4s?r. For 
^- . thefe 
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thefe are infeparable from that gratitude 
which wc owe to God, and the efteem 
which is due to his moral perfe6tions, to 
that goodnels and mercy which are ihed 
over iall his works* 

Piety and benevolence are duties equal- 
ly incumbent on all intelligent creatures, 
Tempeiance is a duty relpefting only fuch 
rational beings as have appetites and piaf- 
fions to govern, and conlifts in governing 
them as reafon requires, .. A great part of 
this duty may be refolved into -that of cha- 
rity or benevolence, the principal obftacle 
to which is thegratification of our appetites 
and paflions : but the whole of it is not, 
as it is neceflary to bb&rve, <:on[iprized m 
this duty. 

The paflions and appetites were many of 
them given, and in their natural tendency 
lead u$^ to promote the gpod of others ^ 
others to fecure and increafe our own pri* 
vat^ happineis. The firft of thefe may be 
fafely indulged, care only being taken th^ 
no particular afFe£tion towards any object 
interfere with a mor© gerwral^ood. In the 
^vcrnment of the latter the virtue of fiich 
-mixed btings as we ar^e principally confifls^ 

they 
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They are thefe felfifli paflions chiefly, which 
fuggcft the motives to vice, and feduce us 
from our duty. Thefe are, firfl:, to be 
controuled by the great principle above- 
mentioned. When the general good re- 
quires it, they are to be refigned and facri- 
ficed. Even the love of life itfelf will be 
intemperate, if indulged to the hurt of 
others j and there are certainly many cafes 
in which it is right and duty to refign it. 

In this felf-command, this power of con- 
trouling our paflions and appetites byrea- 
fon, confifl:s the principal part of human 
virtue. Hence every aftion that fliews this 
power over ourfelves, tho' not in itfelf 
virtuous, is looked upon with admiration 
and applaufe. Hence the honour paid to 
courage, intrepidity, &c. Hence too all 
Inch voluntary afts of difcipline as are 
intended to gain the mafl:ery over our 
pafljions, ^nd to get the habit of felf-com- 
mand, abfl:inence from lawful pleafures, 
afts of felf-denial and mortification, are 
fhiftly virtuous. 

'But there is another duty of temperance 
entirely independent of this firft principle j 

O which 
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which is that of direfting the J^aflicms ^nd 
appetites o£ the bo4y to their proper ufe, 
aijid not indulging ^hqm beyond tie en«b 
for which ^hey \vere inten^e^i. As thc^ 
werQ given us chiefly tq maijitaiBi and. pre- 
ferve the health and a^iyity both of mvi^ 
and body, to indulge thena ffp fisr as tQ im- 
pair this health or ftre^i^h, is plainly cout 
trary to reafon and nature. To iaifem* 
thofe pafTions, which it is %\\^ hi*fine& of 
reafon to controul, to give the reins to ap- 
petitej and to deprive ourfelyes <?f ;t^^ ufe 
of our reafon by iimmpei;a^C(e, is> to aibtn* 
don our moral charafter, ^jdf ti 9xp«(e 
buifelves wilfully to the incurfion oi ^ 
manner of guilt arviftn. But, \>ijtho«t,a$itr 
pealing to tljiefe conieq^e^c?§^ « i^«««ak 
that intempecaijce, in thj? hig^r <5l?§se<fcflf 
it, drunk^nnefs, proftitu^^, {gc. ^jp|»ao 
at fight to be criminal; ai?,d W?9Bg, .an<J tii 
carry moraj. poljfjtion. ^n^ vfitb thont 
And, if eve;;y qidcayppr ^y, diiijipl^ft atis| 
exercife tp ifBproye our vi|t«§ ^ il^eVF yok 
tuous, it is eeijt;aj,n th^tj ?y^ (sU-m^hfi 
gmcc, by which the paffioij^^QACfl^imftdi:, 
ihe appetites quickened, or reafon impaired, 
rauft be m % faflR^j^gr^, vk^SS> The 
rule of dutj th^ c^uf^ng of ! tfhei th«to 

great 
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great heads, piety, charity, and tempe- 
rance, is reducible to a few of the plaineft 
principles, fuch as are not only eafy, but 
felf-evident, and confpicuous to all capa- 
cities. Whoever has reafon, muft have 
confcience, or a rule by which to judge of 
his own aflions here, and to make him ca- 
pable of being judged hereafter. Hence 
ignorance is never allowed an excufe for 
neglefting or violating the common duties 
of life. And hence a moral fenfe has been 
thought neceflary to account for that fud- 
den approbation of virtue, and natural an- 
tipathy to vice, by which the mind as rea- 
dily diftinguifhes the beauty and deformity 
of aftions, as the eye of the body does 
cxtcmdl obje6ts. 
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■ Luke ix. 55, 56, 

He turned^ and- riiuked tBentt and fatdy 
■ Te know ml -what manner of Jpirtt yi 
are of; *the Son of ' Man h not cofni^ 
ip defray min'sJhes^ iift Td/dvt ibeh. 

pJQKJK^N treating upon thefe wbrd^ <ii 
Q J ^ our 'blel^ Saviour, it will be 
* . J![^ necetfary, firft, to explain th« 
Vl^JOOOJC jrf occafioh which introduced fhem$ 
after which J ihall lay before you the 
fevcr?l conclufions, which they naturally 
offer .to bur confideration, and endeavjour " 
to aj^piy them to PW ufe and inftruiStion, ^ 

Th* ocotfion of the words is related at 
large in the ^ofpel for the day. — // cam^ 
apofs, {feith the Ey'angelift) whenihume^ 
was come that 'be fiould k received up, U 
fe^c^ly fet bis face to go to Jerufalem, 
and fent mejfen^ers before bis face, and they 
P o went 
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went and entered into a village of the Sa^ 
maritans to make ready for him. And they 
did not receive him^ becaufe his face was as 
though he would go to Jerufalem. There 
was a quarrel of a long date betwixt the 
yev)s and Samaritans^ on account of cer- 
tain differences in their religious worfhip j 
for the firft occafion of which we muft 
go up to the time of Jeroboam^ Wndef 
whom the ten tribes jevqlted from Judab] 
and becaipe a diftin<^ kingdom fronilt. 
Till thi? revolt, the tribes of Jfrael w^nt 
up conftantly to pay their worfhip at Je^ 
rufalem^ as was indeed flriftly required b^ 
their law.: but now many inconvenient 
cies w?rr feared from this prance, ^ero-^ 
boam faid in his 'heart; (i Kings- xii;.25.) 
i^mo fhall the kingdofn return to the houfe 
hf Da^ldi if this^ people ^o'up to dd facri^ 
fee at the houfe of the Lord in yerujakmy 
then fhaU^ the heart of ihis^ people thm again 
to their Lordy even to K^hoboam* King iff 
Judah: and they fhall kill me y and go again 
to Rehoboam King' of yud^B. To prevent 
thefe dangerous confequences, this pbKtick- 
prince appointed other places of woVfliip 
in his own dominions; • • > • / 

Tho? 
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. IThus a feparatidn^ or fchifm, was bc^ 
gun in the Jewip church. In procefs of 
time a temple was built in lAoxxnt Gerezim^ 
near Scimaria^ in oppofition to that of 
Jerufalemj which was held in the fame 
veneration by the Samaritans^ as that of 
Jerufakm w&s by the Jews. And here ^ 
fufficient foundatioh was laid for niutuai 
hatred and animofity . Men are apt to 
think the higheft degrees of anger and 
rcfentm^nt juftifiable in the caufe of reli^ 
gtpn : and we find, accordingly, that thefe 
differences grew fo high, that the Jenv^ 
had no dealings with the Samaritftns, 

This then fufiiciently explains the rea- 
fon why the Samaritans would not receive 
our Saviour. It was becaufe his Face was 
as though he would go to yerufalem.^ Ouf 
Lord was now going to celebrate the palf- 
over there, which the Samaritans refented 
as a flight offered to their church > fince 
it was, in efFeft, deciding the queftion 
betw«rt;.the Jews and Samaritans, and de- 
clkn»|f -that in Jeri{falem was the -place 
whefe men ought to worfhip. When Jamei 
and" y6hn faw tbisy they fai^^ ^Q^4^ '^^'^f 
tl)Gt( tkat *?P^ command fire to come down from 
■ P 4 ->.. ^ heaven^ 
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heaven^ atfd confume them^ as EUas did? 
proceeded from pui'e «eal 
iter's honour, or, iu pait, 
Enity ^nd refentaneiit whidbi 
rally tore to the Samaritans^ 
nquire. But to thig incideot 
xcellent leiToji of [i^yhx^ in* 
lie text : He turned^ und rem 
ind faidp y£ know not- mbajt 
"-it ye ar^ ofy for the Son tf 
me^ to dejiri)y mens lives^ hut 
The ge«ias of the.Cbriftiao 
X thus fierce, and implacar 
Lt 'which it breathev is ^t 
ace; and the zeal it ^jifpires, 
doing good. 

"The firft conclusion then which ofFew 
iffelf to us, froni the text thus e:if plained^ 
iand which is ahnoft exprefled in the wx^riis 
themfelves, is^ that it is an efTential part 
iQ the charadler of the Chriftiaji religion;, 
t(5 -advance the happinefs and gppd Qi 
itiankmdi .The only end which caa, hp 
afligned why God created the ^prld^ x%% 
that he might communicate his happineis 
to his creatures. His . infinite gpodnefj^ 
which is io confpicuous in every p^rt of 
his cteation, natwrally . leads us to ,thi§ 
I con- 
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Gonckifion^,^ ^e earth h full ^fihe] gpop 
ne/s of the JLordj and ids tender .mercies area 
vifibhf^ over all bis i/oorks.] Thp ^lappuie^ 
a»d welfare of the unx?itel%ent part pi 
the wbrld, is every where provid^ for bj 
fettled laws, and by th6 natural courfe of 
caufes amd eveat$. And thpr^ore hi reli- 
gion, which is given to n^an to xrdndp^ 
him to the proper end of his J>eing, ]ve 
may expeft a fuU provifioii foxr^ ^appij 
nefs of manJ^i^d.^ Accordingly, there wq 
find every thing that can conduce ta^t^ 
prefent ajcid future, to the ;geyi^rai an4 
particular happinefs of man: all it's pre- 
i:ept$ are direfted to promote rthe publick 
tranquillity apd pi'ivate peac^ of evei^f 
xnaii'S mindj and it anfv^ers fully tha^ 
charafter which it affumes to itfelf in It'^ 
firft addrefs to the world, of bri|igiiM[ 
^aee- cm eartb^ and ^aed will to men, , 

This Jcegard to the prefent good o^ 
pianjand is pjirticularl^ feen in the dutie^ 
w^ich it lay? down for our behaviour 19 
€aqh other. A^ man is naturally hejple:^| 
.aii^- i^^digent/ and unable to fubiift withr 
out fociety j therefore religion hath m^d? 
ijt -a dmty ip * every man to contribute to 
the happine^ to relieve the w^ts, ana 

bear 
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tiear with ^thc infirmities 6f every -oitlier. 
This duty is enjoined ni' tfee' mmdftVlativ 
tude, 'and TCcommehded:to us with all the' 
fdrce, that the- authorky" and example of 
Chrift could pbflibly ^ive it; ' < - - 

^•; ^^*'' ^ ' - ^ • ' ' . • '• '.;---._;:>; 

-'This then, \ve may fafely affeit/ is thr 
diftiti^iflifn^ diarac^er of chriftianity, to 
pft)mote'thc happinefs of mankind: and 
Cohfequefrtly, it is tfte diftinguifhing cha*> 
rdfter' of a'tnie chrSlian to contribute ail 
h'e^can, to' the^ peace and repofe, the hap^ 
pine6 aM iranqiiiility of the world/ - * * 

^ -^A fecond' remark, which ofFert itifelf 
frofti thfe text,i is, that no 'difference of 
bpdnibn cah cancel thefe obligations of 
fchai^, ,by whidi religion hath bound lis 
tb' each other ? — in other "Words, that wc 
Ve obliged to fhow all the offices of kind-v 
jfitfs and gbo4 will to others, however they 
liiay differ in their religious or. other- fen- 
feWnts from us. This is a truth, i^rhidt^ 
bpe' would think, fhould not want'- the 
authority of fcripture to fupport rt. /tFot 
what can be more unrealt>nable: than to 
lexpeft that all men fhould be of the fa^^ 
^Ipihion with burfelyes, or'tp;niake ft% 
Wound of enmity and refentment if thi^ 
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are hot ? What can be more uhjuft than 
to refufe to others the fame liberty of 
thinking and judging, which we claim to 
ourfelves? Or, what injury can we pre- 
tend is done to us, by' men^s- following 
their o*rh rcafon rather than ours? It is 
minifeftly impoffible, in the • nature ^* of 
things, confidering the different temper^,' 
inclinations, iriterefts, and prejudices- -of 
men, that they ihould think exa^tty alike, 
ih any point, where there is thie leaflt 
room to differ. - Nothing is more comnjon 
than for men to change their own opihi- 
ons, and we have all of us- at times ex- 
perienced this inconftancy in ourfelves: 
It is but juft th 
much greater varl 
men. Yet^ fuch 
nature, that noth 
fatal quarrels, o 
cffefts than this 
fcntiment and oj 
fiiafions are apt • 
as • the -ftandard c 
have power enouj 
^f others, 'feldon 
thority > indifputal 
been propagated 
and eiTor hath I 
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ramiicil'rcaibas, got o^ mudi larger ^ftt» 
blifhment ia thp wojtld tkmi tFuth» 

Oiuc bki^d LoM tker^fpre^ wko kncvr 
th@ powtr of -thifi prkijciple iiic the heart 
pf -ipan, thoughts \p not eaouglji to gaai^ 
again^ tlus ipirit: by the general f^rec^t» 
of ^arkyi tho^gth inculcated in the mol^ 
extenUvje ifnfe) l>ut hath farther partku-^ 
larly. ^^Hi^ them to this pui^fe ii^ n>any 
partp of fqripture. In the hiflory^ tl^- 
trjiv^Uar^who fp}l among thk'^^s^ h? hdd% 
taught: »^. in the laaoft ^oSti^naXif dnd 
engaging manner: $rft, hov^ ufele^ and^ 
in%ni6c^t. the profe^km pf the bi^ re« 
Ugion i? w^hout charity^ in th^ exaij^lf 
of the Jem/k piieft and Lewie j who fee^ 
iifig lO^ve pf their awn religion naked, hxA 
WfHindedi #md half dead, j^ewad no figna 
of pi^l^y and ^rompafiiofl t^^ards hims; an4 
iecpndly, m the character ai the good Sa^ 
maritan-y t;h^t even in a cornipt r^ligion^ 
yrl^ere s^rk^ ;hath tak(Cn fiifficient root, 
it.i^ay pypda<}e very ^^[cellent fnjiiftei w4 
laftjy, by ref omB^endiag tJie^^J^pitaWeei?-? 
ample of tht? &j^i?rrV^/, au4 bi4dijig.hi$. 
foUowers ^ nr^ d^ Hkenaife y hath ei^eiw 
jy made it a dijty in theni %q 4q ^ 2»<34 
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offices to tlu^e» xfko £fibr m thek rtK-' 
gious pehuoSfioiis frotn thsrn. 

it » cfitaiii that oor SftrioUr ^d not 
allow ^ Feafdns pf this feparatkwii or* 
itiufiik «f the Samaritans t for he pkmlr 
GondettHied it? not only in hkpraftice, "by 
conforming to the worfhip of the yews, 
but in very exprefo and feveaK terms' to 
the woman of Samaria: yctwas he fo far' 
ikm aut^onzing the Xe^A degree of it-\ 
fentment towards them, that he fcems to 
have taken every occafion of converfing 
freely andiopeidy with th«n. What he' 
vwtt wjefted of one city of the BamaHtatii^ 
as we. are told immediately jrfteir the text, 
heofficred his jnftruftions to another. And'; 
in general, his behaviour to them was $S 
free Itom wfervc and feruple, as to bfifig' 
upod hifli!, friMnthe^'^w*, the reproach-" 
£ul imputation of bein^ a Samaritan. 

' it may here perha^ defejve- oar notlefr/ 
tibaA many exc^ent men, whofe names arc 
honoured in -fcriptttre, feem- tor havi lived 
in this fchifm. Hofea^ and other of Ae 
prophiBts wra?e Samaritans born : EHjair^' 
the greateft of them, prophefied in Sama- 
ri4: aod when the J^raelites \m<dltT Akab 

• ■' ' were 



Digitized 



by Google 



I 2IO 1 
Vjr^e generally funk into idolatiry, ^GcA 
himfelf declares, of thdfe who contiaiaed 
true to his fervice, / have yet left me /even 
tim^fimd men tint have not bowed the Jhiee 
ta Baal J in which h6 plainly accept and 
acknowledges for his own, thojfe who did 
not confbri(n in all points^ of worlhip to the 
Tules prefcribed by th^ mcfaickhLw. Where 
then is the grace of thofe men, who take 
iqn:)n them to cut off from the tenns of 
mercy^ all fuch as differ in opinioii from 
themfclves ? , 

; ■ f 

. JSut I proceed to add, as a third a>»* 
clufion from the text, that no pretended 
teal for the honour of Chrift, or the chri£^ 
tian caufe, will authorize any degree of 
hatred .aQd ill-will to our fellow-creaturea* 
Jt will be difficult to find a greater colour 
£iir 0ur refentment than the diic^ples here^ 
kad againft the^ Samaritans. Tfeey had 
(^^dides the fiilleft conviftion from the 
miracles of our Saviour) immediately be- 
fore this, fecn the moft illuftrious attefta- 
tion to his divine charafter, in the vifible 
glory which furrounded him on the mount, 
and the voice from heaven declaring hicnf 
^nt beloved Son of God ; and were now^ 
prcfent witneffes of a great indignity offer^^ 

r . cd 
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'id ' to imt -m : his owrr. ^)6rfi)n > : it w*s 
thereforo bufc-nsftural forilhaem- to refeat 
with indigritation.thc wrong and diflionour 
dpnechimi.jyet.oial^rdieYerely reproved 
?jid forbaic^el/iery:. degree; .of this fpirit i» 

In moft iQf the difpufes which divide flie 
chrfftiati chtirch, the honoiir of .God and 
the tmth of his teligion are hut little cob^ 
cemed. All parties are alike agreed in 
paying him the higheft honours they can, 
though they diffef as to'the manner of 
doing it. But becaufe men, are lb fiMidly* 
partial, to their own opinions, a$ general^ 
to think :the interefl: of religion conneSedr 
with them, it is therefore neceflary.to anx-^ 
yince them, that a zeal for God is, uponi 
chriftian principles, faifepanable from the 
Ipve of our neighbour ; according .to thali 
of. the apoftle, .ff^ that hhjetbKhd to bim 
hfve bis brother alfa :' and again, If-d mm 
fay. that be hve God and batetb bis broiber^ 
he is a liar..' ■ . \ i 

.The hft conthilion which dffersr^ itiHf 
from the text is, that a vran* of charity iiv 
ctfhers will not exempt us from the duties: 
of ch»rit}c /to ; thorn The >inhofpitahte 
t treat- 
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treatmentt o£ fiit Samaritaks was' tkk iXLo^^ 
td by 0Qr:lr<Mxi as( ^ juft ^csmI^ of angei^ 
m hk difclples; Itfe^erglc94ou« Aitga^ 
krity in. hi« religion, l^at k extefl& 6a^ 
charity /ev€ft to the worft of our eiicaiHes. 
JJT ^^ /w^ /A^/w, faith he, that love y^Uy 
what thank have ye ? for do not even the 
fublicans the fame f &ut J piy um* you^ 
hve your enemies 5 do good t& fJkem fktf hdit 
you I pray for fhem that def^itefidly upf^ y^u^ 
ami perje^te you. 
f • . ..... 

Thefc conclufioms, whadEi natittally arifo 

from the tcxt^ will be of great ufe,, as I 

come in the next {dace to fk^m^ bodsi 

Igment^ and diadi our 



to form our jvn%ifidAt 

ready Ceflr whereB^^ we 

truth of {mh f eli^tu^ 

£ to om- bdtftyiour lA 

ipciety. If charity and goc»i-wHl to mw 

be eflential to the charafter of true jpeli-^ 

gion, then all fuch doftrines ad violate the 

tules c^ dbamty, insert ihe ordte c£ go* 

vcrmnent^ 00 difturb the peaci of fbdom 

muft be falie and unchiiiMan. If no i^ 

£erGiiGQ o£ opnion cam ab£ilve u$ froiA^ 

the 
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the obligations of charity to each other; 
if no„ zeal for the honour of God's laws 
can juftify malice and cjiielty ; then it is 
certain that every degree of perfeciition in 
matters of religion is contrary to the fpirit 
of Chrift. In thefe cafes there needs no 
Ipng enquiry ; we want not the help of an 
infallible Judge to determine for us, but 
may fafely pronounce, upon the principles 
implied in the text, that all fuch doflrines 
are. falfe. This is agreeable to the rule, 
which our Saviour hath laid down for our 
direftion, in the like cafe, in another part 
of fcripture. By their fruits ye Jhall knoip 
tbentp 

Secondly ; If under this head we apply 
thele principles, to the proper fubjeft of 
the day} if every degree of malice and 
cruelty, if the loweft degree of perfecutioij 
Jbe unlawful and ynchriftian, we fee thcii 
what manner of fpirit that church is of^ 
yvjiich hath openly renounced all charity 
for thofe who differ from her, and, with- 
out waiting for fire from heaven, commits 
at once to the frames as many as do not 
jgiye up their reafon and liberty, and fub- 
nait |)lindfold to her authority. It is the 
jj^own and avowed principle of the romifli 
Q_ church. 
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thufch, that faith is ,iiot to be kept^ bo 
meafures of juftiic or htraianity to he ob- 
fcxvfed, with thofc^vhomlhccftepms herc?- 
ticks. Upon this principle princes' liave 
been depofed, ftibjefts ibfoivcd ftpm their 
allegiance, and the tight of kinjgctoEW 
transferred at the pleafnre of <he p^ 
only t upon this principle, muf&w, ailaffi* 
nations and mai&crcs have been jtrft26crf^ 
applauded, confecrated, panonizeA; vpoin 
this principle, whole kingdoms have been 
excommunicated, ancl deKrered^ up fey ^- 
kmn anathemas, to the torments of ifhc 
other world: upon this |)rind|)le, ^^5F 
thocufands of proteftants have been raJflfe- 
cred in cold blood 5 many hundred thtow- 
£mds have been banifhcd frerm t^ir coun- 
tky:; and great numbers ift ffaSl ihv^ i^ 
in* dungeons, groaning oander the iorito^ 
:bf ah incpiifition more cruel timi.4eAik 
itfeJf : laftly, ' to name no tnore i lapon x^b 
principle, was built the trcaibn ^ ^iMj 
day 5 and an attempt by which « A/(4ii^ 
nation was devoted to deftru6l9oti.| m It- 
tempt which comprdicrtded m ^ tooi* 
treachery, cruelty, and comftticatodt ^3- 
lany of every kind, thisui ever iix^ Wit «f 
man had yet brought into the &in9 ^com- 
|>afs ; was carried on with all ^ ctffifi« 

dencc; 
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dcncc and cool aflur^nce of innocency and 
a good caufe : and in which, it is certain, 
the intended aftors were fo far dehided, a& 
to think it a defign not only innocent, but 
facred and meritorious. Certainly to avow 
fuch principles as thefe, is no lefs than an 
abfolute apqftacy from the fpirit and re- 
ligion of Chrift ; but to pretend to derive 
them from his eolpeU to make a religion 
fb divinely benencent as the chriftian^ a 
colour for fuch barbarities, is a ftrain of 
fuch exquifite hypocrify, fuch tranfccndent 
impiety, as no language can equal or 
cxprefs. But I Ihall add no more under 
this head, than juft to obfervc the reafons 
which it naturally fuggefts to us, for our 
thois publickly acknowledging the blef* 
^ fings we enjoy, in having our religion d^e- 
' Kvered from the principles, and oui^. per- 
fons from the power of this corrupt chuirh. 
A^ to the firft, it is a blefling which we 
fhouW now efpecially comniemoi^te in our 
th^uikfgivings, to have a religion refomfcd 
from the abufes of popery, to have the 
ufe of the fcriptures freely indulged us, 
and the doflrines of them taught in their 
original fimplicity. And we ought always 
to honour the names of thofe excellent 
IBcn, to whofe labours we owe this iava- 
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luablc blefling; and who at the hazard, 
and many of them at the expence of their 
lives jprocured it to us. As to the latter, 
the many fignal deliverances which we have 
had from the reftlefs attempts of our ene- 
mies claim from us the devouteft acknow- 
ledgments of our thanks ^nd praife. If 
r the unwearied vigilance, and 
of cruelty which hdve appear- 
enemies, and^ ^bove qll, that 
ifchief, vvhich th? corrupt prin- 
ave beeti confidering, put into 
J we fhall find reafoh to think 
providence hath been watchful 
id that it is of the Lord's mer- 
lot confumed. The religion of 
ies is a weapon in their hands, 
[luman power or wifdom can 
Thei e is no protection againft 
which can authorize aflaffina- 
ots, which cap licence treache- 

.^, _„_ d, and eveiy breach qf faith. 

\7e muft fly to heavep for fuccbur againft 
fuch fecret dangers, and afcribe it to the 
good providence of God that we have fo 
often efcaped thep. And here, likewife, 
\ve muft pay due honour to the memory of 
thofe, who have been inftruments in the 
hand of God, in procuring thefe bleflings 
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to lis ; efpeeially of that great deliverer, to 
whofe afliftance we not only owe the ref- 
cue of thefe kingdoms from popifh tyran- 
ny, and arbitrary power; but to his go- 
vernment likewife, an eftablifhment of li- 
berty, and many publick bleffings beyond 
what they had evor before enjoyed. 

Again, Thefe principles when a 
6ar praftiee, are the beft rules 
us in our behaviour to thofe w! 
in religion from us. And firft, i 
peft to thofe of the romifh churc 
w&rit of charity in other$ will no 
us frdm the duties of charity to t 
l&ught ftill to be ready to do then 
good dffices^ which are due to our 
brethren. However we may deteft tne pnii- 
fiples of that corrupt church, we fhould 
y^ retain pur charity for the members of 
it; and kany of thefe, it is charitable to 
believe^ dcs; in their hearts fecretly con- 
demn thefe principles, at kaft have too 
much virtue to be corrupted by them. It 
would be a very ill ufe of thefe publick 
commemorations, to keep up a Ipirit of 
enmity and refentment in our minds, and 
we Ihall with a very ill grace condemn the 
extravagant zeal of others, if at the fame 

time 
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iajtac wf {^^ the %d unguft^iable zieal 
in «urfelvdfr< |^ im iWw Au, we are^ 
iodee^^ reforiaed ffom th« ^trar^ of t^^it 
<:kttr<fl^ l^y reaou^itg tht pfat^ke ^s wejLl 
^.^hf <lo^fma9 ©f jit J jM^kvdi^ly "by 
n>oi(ii|g o«Ui c\tt7 4igr«e of tht per%:)^- 
ting rpirit m Ottrfdlyds. And \^ it ^virays 
be the glory of our church, in her prac- 
i^e^, to repffOye th6 faordlc^ as im hei* 
writings i^ J»afh cool^teoL tj^e ^L$|4^ija:fjs: 

of RfftHi 

. . Dut, (aaea^yt }f we are to fr«lbrv< fh^ 
j^^uiji^ to tho^ wh^ religioiis piijiicip}^ 
^9 £> «iEtrqaelK «olTUpt> a^nd fo dang€ri[^^» 
,|p ;OUr 9!wn faulty, w« ought jcertainly jto 
, «Kttf»d a larger ihare of pur gopd^wil} i^ 
.tfo!>re wiiq Itave |if vc^r d«&rv^ ill at our 
,^li^$ whoi^ principles at le^ ar^ no 
im^j .iajwiew to US) and w>ho tooSt of 
.>^c^ difier from xis in milters of ii^^e or 
j»9 fnoineat* Wit^ i-eip^d to the^ we 
^HAght to livf kii p^«£it frie^dihip jmd 
amity togethier> S9 this 4poitUe.hath ex- 
^efsiy taught t}s m the cafe of a like 
differeute betwixt die ^evHJb and Gentiie 
Converts $ where h4 enjoins thofe who were 
j^^ng in the fyi^h. tQ b^r wi^ the infir- 
mities 
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inities of the weak ; aiid though he plainly 
determines in favour of the one, yet he 
tells them, both parties might fafely enjoy 
their opinions, and yet unite in the fame 
worfhip together. Receive ye one another^ 
faith he, without ccmtending about fuch 
matters in which your judgment difffers r 
that ye may with one mind and one moutb 
glorify God — that thus receiving each other 
into communion, ye may unite in the fame 
worfhip, to the glory of God. 

I need not obferve, that what hath been 
faid of religious differences will hold, with 
at leaft equal weight, with refpeft to any 
difference of opinion in civil matters : and 
that it is equally unchrifKan to attempt, 
whether upon civil or religious grounds, 
to divide us into Jews and Samaritans^ and 
to feparate us in our dealings one frdth 
another. We muft le^n to make all^rtlf- 
ances for the paffions and prejudices df 
each other, and, if we cannot be of oise 
mind, yet to live in peace, and then the 
Qod of love and peace will be with us* 
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ON THE 

LOVE OF OUR COUNTRY) 

A FAST feERMON. 

Preached at St. Chad's> Shrewsbury^ Nov. io^ 1742* 
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Psalm cxxii* 6, 7. 

pray for the pence of Jerufalem^ they Jhatt 
profper that love thee^ peace be within 
thy wallsy and profperity within thy pa-^ 
laces. 

y^H^ words are an afFeftionate 
rj, S exhortation of King David to 

)(( his fubjefts and countrymen to 
IXf^^fhi flicw their zeal for their mo- 
liier city^ Jerufdsmi by offering up their 
prayers to Goc^ iot her welfare and prof- 
perity* In the performance of this duty, 
he not only leads them by his example, 
but hath in the words of the text put 
a feng of blefling and prayer in their 
tsowth? 5 and expreffe^ his own good wifh- 
es tOr his coufitry m a flirain of fo much 
li^ and beauty, as jjiuil almoft naturally 
rajjfc the l&e publijck concern and affcc- 
tKtn: '^ others^ 

R ? We 




&(; 
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We are at prefent met, as fellow-citi- 
zens and countrymen, to ^ay the feme 
duties to our motlier cduntrjr, cMv Jeru- 
falem\ awd HaVe the like royal example 
and admonition to encourage us in it. 

I cannot therefore tell where better to 
direft your thoughts upon this occafion, 
than to tbe words of the text^ from 
whence I fhall endeavour, 

Fu'ft, To recommend to you that pub- 
lick affeftion or love to our country^ 
which is fo agreeably expreffed in theni j 
And 

' Secondly, To fhcw particularly what' are 
tl^e prefent duties, to which this love of 
our country calls us, aftd which the piety 
and wifdom of our governors have ap- 
pointed this foleninity to remind us of. 

The love of our country is a piinciplfe, 
which hath been more celebrated ^in all 
ages, hath been the fubjeft of more praife, 
and panegyrick, than any other affe^Hon 
in the whole train of virtue. It hath been 
the conftant theme of poet^, orators and 

hiftorians. 
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Ijiftorian?. Statues and coins h^ve bee>i 
ereftcd and ftruck, and all the' treafurejs 
of art stnd wit perpetually exhaufted, in 
jdoi;ig honpur to thofe, who have excelled 
in this charafter. And indeed the name 
pf patriot implies in it's true fenfe every 
thing, that is mod great and godlike 
among men : it carries in it the ide^ of a 
publick blelfing; it implies a power' of 
doing good, ex?rted ^nd extended to whole 
communities ; and refembles withiij it's 
/phefe, that ^iiivcrfal Providence, which 
protects and fupports the world. But if 
we , enquire more clofely mto the aftiphs 
pf thofe, who have been moil flattered 
under th;s title, we fhall find, that nothing 
Jiath been more frequently n 
the nature of this virtue j th< 
appearances of it have been 
but ambition, a love , of d 
tyranny; and that many o; 
have been moft honoured as 1 
their country, h^ve only cont 
greatnefs or power, by invadi 
of their neighbouring natio 
,war and defolation iijto diftant countries, 
and enilaving and opprefling as many, as 
jthey cpuld conquer. Among the Romans^ 
;vvhere this paffion prevailed moft, arid was 
R 3 ^ Iiel4 
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licld in the hi^dft lionour, it'was a na- 
tional princSiple fo conquer an4 fubdue as 
many countries, as fhey could, feutif wc 
now compare thefe pilncy)les Vflaix that 
charity, which dirlftianity hatii fet up » 
the meafure and ftandard of virtue,' or int 
deed with the conmidn jirinciples of ^juftitoe 
and humanity, we flialt find that nothing 
can be more contrary to the nature^ of trro 
virtue ; that no love of our couirtiy cat 
juftify oppreffion and cruelty 5 and that, 
Where this paflion leads men to theTuin 
of whole cities and countries withoxitjanjf 
juft caufe, inftead of entitling ithem to 
lionour, as bene£a^ots to their country, it 
xMight to render them the ohjeffe iof^ pftfo- 
lick horror and averfion, as the cbnimc*; 
«neniiesx)f mankind. . 

It win therefore perhaps be worth <mi( 
tWhik to consider more diftinftly the 'na- 
ture of this virtue, and to enquire in wh^t 
the merit of it conliifts, and what'wd the 
duties implied in it. ^ ' 

By bur country, when we conflder it' as 
the objeft of our affe^ion, is tertaiiriy 
truant that body of men, who are united 
witij us in one community, under the fame 

laws 



Digitized 



by Google 



I s«7 ] 
laws and government, jtnd in. ^ lea^yc of 
jBUtvial.defpnce and fviDgpojft, • An4'^<|ig 
end of this vnion in ^1 goyfircufflSPt jsjtJs* 
.common intereft and |pp& p/ tbe.wiiQl?» $. 
love of our country implies in it;,,lFij;ft» 
a fteady regard to this common or publick 
intereft. A»d fecon^mly* to tfeefe Jaws 
«f union, that forpi of polity or cf^xt^- 
j^ion, which ^e fixed upon a^s .the W 
means, fpr prompting this e.n4. T^t^^ ^^ 
^k affe^ftion js in fome degree .nat,qrj»J Xp 
jihe mind Qf inan? an4 to fe<? yyW timf^ 
U of virtwe in it, we muft cpn$4^_th^ 
fcveral principles upon which it is com* 
monly jbnUt. 

And firft. That foci^ principle, which 

•God hath implanted in .m» and ^yhi^h 

m^kes ws 4?Ught in .a mntual int^fit^trib 

with each other, natnf ajly lead3 us to 4oKe 

thpf?, with whom w^ -cpnyede* A <^iniU- 

tude of lif? an4 manner?, »n ^quaoiieat 

in cuftoms, ppinions agcid Jangnag^ ^ 

i-wbich i? the cafe m fame p^mculRi;^ ,of 

all thofe, who »re united in focjl^) ^m 

agreement in the fame pprnmo^n i;c}t;<^re^l i 

. all thefe are a natural fwnd^tiott for Jw& 

and aff^on. They work mechanicj%t 

qn the mind j and confequently, as far. a^ 

R 4.. • . thsfe 
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thefe arc concerned in raifing our publick 
afFe6iions, there is no virtue or. merit in 
them : they are the fruits of felf-love, and 
are common to the worft of men, as well 
as the beft. 

Secondly, aftother natural foundation 
■for this love of our country are the feveral 
alliances of friendfhip and natural relation, 
1)3? which the members of the fame cqnj- 
muhity are always united together. The 
natural afFedtjons, which bind together 
thofe of the fame kindred and family, 



^be charities 



Of father ^,f on y and brother y t^. . . 

ai^ our ex9ellent Milton calls them ;. all 
cpnfpire to promote and ftrehgthen thiJ 
pubfick principle in us ; " like fo many 
ftre^fms, that encreafe and fwell the chan- 
nel,' which receives them. This is men- 
tioned by our royal author himfelf,. as a 
motive of endearinent to his country,, in 
the verfe which follows the text : For my 
brethren and companions fake I will ivijh 
theeprofperity. Here this affeftion begins 
to appear amiable ; it is founded uppn a 

virtuous 
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virtuous principle, and will be found to 
rife higheft upon thefe motives (n the beft 
and moft ingenuous tempers. Yet thefe 
are paffions natural to the mind of man 5 
felf-love hath a great fbare in them ; and 
confequently to be fo f ar influenced with 
a love of our country, argues but a low 
degree of virtue. It js certain too, thit 
thefe may fometimes give the mind a quite 
contrary direftion, and fl:rongly incline u> 
to the prejudice of our country. There 
are many inftances, in which the intereft 
of our dearefl friend or reljatioi) ought to 
be Sacrificed to the publick good. We 
muft therefore look for fbme fartl\er ^d 
steadier principle to build this duty upon. 

A third principle then, upon which the 
love of our country may be rationally 
founded, is the proteftion, which it gives 
us in our juft jight$ and liberties. This 
indeed, as far as our own intereft is con- 
cerned in it, is a private or felfifh princir 
ciple, and Jwth nothing of that publick 
fpirit, which we are enquiring after. But 
if we conlider it not as a narrow concern 
for our own interefls, but for the natural 
rights in common of all our fellow-citizens 

^d 
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^nd countrynien ; if we ^re re&dy tp de- 
fend their lives and pcoperties at the'Ba- 
zard of qur qwn ; if Wi5 are rea^y to Qjpppfe 
purfe^ves thp fpreroojGk againft the inv^fipns 
of foreign, or the wfurjiations of -dpro^ftlck 
jtyranny ; this is plaijily virtue pf the higli- 
,eft and moft diiintereitpd l^ind, A love pf 
our cpuntry is in theie iqftances a love pf 
juftice, a lovi? of charity, a ddire to con- 
tribiite to the welfare and happinefs of all 
ahput us, and to protpft thpm ffopi wrong 
md ^ppreflipn; 

Jlere thpn is the foundation of that vir- 
tue, which h fo defei^.edly applauded in 
this chara^er. It cpnfifts in a seneriro? 
regard to the common happinefs and yvel^ 
fare of mapkind^ pxemplified partitulariy 
in the fpciety or community, in which ^^ 
jiiye; which is pertainly the hobleft caufe, 
in whjch the heart of man can be enga- 
^^d, and in which he, who defeirves th^ 
jiarttc of patriot,, ^uft thinlc hjs fqr^tine 
and life well loft. j . , 

A .love of Qur country t^sn^. where thjq 
gafijon haih fuch an 6b]?ci:., as it can 
perfectly acquiefce ui, ippipUes in it a love 
jof , the laws and conftitutipn, by whicB it 

is 
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is ^vemed : and that government has the 
1)eft tight to our affe6tlon and fervice, m 
which the common rights of mankind arc 
4>cft iScured, and protefted to us. Here 
then let us apply this obfervation to our 
t>wij uf9 ?Lnd injftiii^JLoni, 

^here never was perhaps a country or 
govcrmpent in the world, wheie the na- 
tural liberties and enjoyments of inankihd 
were more c^ftuaUy fccured to all the 
members of it than that, under which wc 
live. It is our happinefs Jiot to be^go-- 
verned by the arbitrary will of an abfo- 
Jutc monarch, but by laws of our own 
inpaking; to have the admiriiftration of 
thefe laws in the hands of a prince, who 
owns himfelf their fubjeft, and who never 
has in any one inftance afliimed a powc^r 
of altering, repealling or lufpending tHie 
force of them; which, ^s it is a happi- 
liefs unknown to moft other countries,'^, 
however it was <:laimed as the right 6^ 
EngKJhmen^ was yet never ' experienced in 
fa^ among them, till that happy revolu- 
tion, which freed us at once from the ap- 
prehenfions of popery, and if s infeparable 
attendant, arbitrary power/ '/ 

And 
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And this leads me to mention another 
blefling of the higheft value to our couor 
try, and that is the free profefllqtn of the 
pureft religion in the world : the intereijt 
pf which is infeparably connected with that 
conftitution and government, by which it 
is protefted and eftabliflied. They have 
ppth the fame common enemies, and muft 
ftand or fall together. This therefore i$ 
another confideration, which plight greatly 
tQ endear our country to usj and which 
the royal Pfalmift likewife mentions, apa 
ground of his pious affeftion to Jerufalemf^ 
Tea^iecaufe pf the Haufe of the Lord ou(\ 
Cod I will feek thy good. Upon the wlwl^ 
we have in the fecurity of our civil and 
reUgious rights every publick advantage i^ 
the higheil;perfeftion^ tha|: jany nation can 
b^aft of J . and confequentty, if tl^e Jove c£ 
pvr country be in any circujuftances a du- 
ty, it i? in an extraordinary uiajinpf bind- 
ing upon us ; and it is with great rpafoit, 
that this generous principle has hithertp 
ip ^eminently prevailed, an4 w^U^j I h^?, 
always prevail ampngft us. 

What are the proper expreffions of th^ 
affeftion, or the duties implied in thj/s 
Hcharafter, may be eafily <:olle6led from 

what 
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what has been laid. They are, in our fe- 
veral ftations to promote the common in- 
tereft of bur country; to be obedient to 
the government we are under ; and to ferve 
di%ently the offices affigned us in it. It 
muft be left to thofe, who are diftinguiflied 
by a publick charafter, and who are blef- 
fed with talents arid abilitiies, equal to the 
charges they fuftain, to ftiine as patriots 
to their country ; to pfoteft. it by their 
councils, and defend it by their courage. 
But it is the duty of every common fub- 
|eft to fubmit peaceably to the laws of that 
government he is under, and that not only 
for wrath, orafearof punifhmcnt, but for 
confcience fake : it is his duty to ftrengthen 
the hands of the government; to remove 
every impediment out of it's way; iand 
not to weaken it by fpreading faftion and 
difcontent among the people ; and, laftty, 
to contribute chearfully his jproportion df 
thofe fupplies, which the exigencies of the 
ftate rtiay make it neceffary to demand. 

The particular duties, to which the loyc 
of our country at prefent calls us, and 
which I was in the laft place to confider^ 
are thofe of humbling ourfelves under a 
fenfe of thofe fins, which may have pro- 
voked 
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voked God to withdraw his mercy from 
m } and implbring^ die aflift^nce zxidi blef- 
fiilg of he^vtd on bis m^efty's arms;: 
which have been taken up^ not upon a 
vain principle of ambition, to gratify t&e 
ofenfament of an angry^ dr the pride of 
an afpirin^ monarch $ but iai d^ence o£ 
die ptaisieft' ri^its, and foeh a& aH maii4 
kind have e^er claimed^ at the caU of a 
provoked and long-injured pccq>ie} and 
after every other method of redrefs had 
been tried in vain. But though from thtf 
^oodnefs o£ onar cauie^ as well as the vnT- 
dom of our councils and the &rength.of 
dor fleets and armies, we have the mo# 
reafombie hope of fuccefe^ yet it is a 
l^risd^ which reafim and experience, aff 
1^ 3B i^g^on, teach us, that tie race is 
mt/ahMjs to ibe fooijt^ nor the hattle tt> tJx 
^ftmg : ^ that the event of dUl dimgs is m 
t^e hands of God 5 aiid. more efpeciallyi, 
that the face oi nations is weighed md 
detemained by ^n^ If th«ie£>re in diie 
common occurrences of life it is our wiC 
dam and mtereft, as well as our piety^ to 
lock up t^ heavon for a hL^&og oa. our 
labours and en^afvoufss^ h is ceitainly a 

iar 
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far mdre'in(li{i)enliWdtityitt^ onocca^ 
fions of fo great importance: A prefump- 
tuous* cohfideiicc iii 6iir owii itrength might 
itfelf juftly provoke God to give us up into 
the hands of our enemies 5 and on the 
other hoad, a pious truft in his mercy may 
be a poweifal m&ms to\ draw dovm hisr 
blefling and afliffiance in our favour. Thus 
tke ihildfin cf Jffael 'were brmight down, 
feys thrf fcripture, i^ ti&t iaf^ And the 
chiidren of ^udah prevailed ^ ^ecaufe they re^ 
lied ^n ibc Ijfrd their God. * Let us then 
uot buffd too much upon hUiftitt prof- 
peftsj or (hut God out of our councils 
^d defigns j but let u^ ftee hutnbly to him 
|bf Tuctour ih a pious acRnoipv^edguiertt, 
^at without him nothing h Jlrongi that 
vwthottt Mfft ffo king etin be Jkved by the 
rnuliitude of an hojt i nor the migbtiefi man 
hf deUvered by his firength^^ A ndigh-, 
bmitihg^ prittee hath lately chefen, witk 
great folemnity the Virgin iltary fof the pa-j 
isron^^ ^d gtiardiaii of his dominions ; :^ 
' and' 

♦ 2 CfaoD* xSL 1 8* t Wklm tvCxA. 16^. 

^.I^tff thi reaJurt i^formatien^ 1 hai/e hire tranfiaUd tht^ 
f rcack KingU injun£iiits upon this hai, "which afi con" 
ittimd in a fttttr to thg arcHbiJhof of Paris, bearing datti 
Augaft 1738. 

— ** Among 
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and publifhed his royal will in a very 
ext;raordinary form, that all his fubjefts 
Ihould addrefs their vows and prayers to 

her 

— « Aroddg all the eftablifhmeots/ formed by the piety 
** of my anceftor9» there it none more to be regarded, thaa 
•* the folemii vow of, Lewis XIIL of glorioos memory » 
•* Thift prijice» filled with the trueft fentimentt of piety, 
** had fo often experienced the vifible fuccoors of hesveo, 
<( both when his kingdom wat diftarbed by the tro^bleii 
«» which herefy always brings along with it, and in the 
«« wars, which the Jealoafy of his neighboars flirred op ; 
•• that he thonght he cotfld not give a more aothenticic 
*^ uftimony of hb deroat mcknowledgmentt and his vene' 
•« ratiott for the moft holy Virgin, than by patting his 
^ kingdom under her protedion.'^ 

. <• Liwis the XIV. of glorious memory, my moft ho* 
«• noored lord and gre^t grandfather, a6i^d upon the fapie 
«< principles ; and received, daring the whole coarfe of 
•* his' reign, iignal efie^s of this proteAion. And m» I 
•* cannot follow gteater examples than thefe of my two 
«( angoft predeceflbrs, I will, that this year, which com* 
*< pleats one.hnndred years fince my kingdom has acknow- 
^ ledged the Mdther of God for it's fpecial patronefi, 
V ibaii giv<B ^^^ to this my renewal of the fame eftablifli- 
** rnent. To this end I write to acquaint yon, that my 
*' intentiQA is, that on the morning' of the Sunday prece* 
^* ding the 15 th of Augufit the day of the aflbmption of 
^^ thf moft holy Virgin, you caafe to be publifhed the de- 
«< daration of Ltws XIIL of the loth of February ^ 1638, 
^ in the metropolitan church pf my good city of Paris^ 
** and others of your diocefe ; and that after veipers on 
«< the day of aflumption, there fliall be a proceffion with 
** all poffible fplendoar, attended with the ufual ceremo-' 
<( nies obfervcd in general proccffion^ of the moft folemn 

M form 
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llei* under this charafter. Our enemies of 
the fame rdigion have likewife probably 
their tutelar* faiiit to apply to on thi^ oc- 
cafion. Let us leave them to their pro- 
te^oh ; arid let uS chulfe ort our part the 
LrC^d for oUl- God* In his name will we 
pf Up 6t^ bdHJiefSy* Who aldrie givcth vic- 
tory utm kings, arid feveth from the 
frdril df the IWord. 

Sui faftlier, a fecdhd duty, to Which: 

lite piety and Wifdoiti of otir fliperiors hath 

at ^rffeAt Called Ufe, iS that of humbling 

S out- 

• Pfarfai TtXi y. 

^ Arnl«' And' die \\\kt is to be done ill sKl clnircHcIs, %k 
«< w^ pftrocUdl ti montfiertes, in t\^ ci^j ffy^knu ^utf 
**^ villagci of my kiBgdom, yr,'* - 

** Sipiii 

" I: »#!*•** 

^ In parfaaiTce of thefe injonftions, Ae trthbi(ho^ of 
jftim iflucd Wj mandate, Jugufi %, i73^>-:fignifyiiJg,— 
•^tliat Ae kihg bi4 in iniitation of ifitt^/j^ XHf . takcb' iK4 
jaofthdy Virgin for the fpcciiil patrotitfaf of hi) ffinj^mn; 
and had confecrated^ in a^ particalar manner, tcr hef hil 
pcrfbni eftates, his cfowh and fubjeds. And requiring, 
-it^hii cVerfy y*ar «t'tbe feaft' of atftntjpnbti, there !hal^ \^ 
a:pn>ce$oii of the mod folemn kind, to implore the afifl* 
ance of this Queen op Heaven, and to perpetuate the 
memory of this religioua confecratiod. Mercu^e Hiftonq[ue» 
J738. 
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ourfelves in the figkt of God, \lndtr tf 
fenfe of our fins, left they fhould provdce 
him to withdraw his mercy from us. 

It was given in efpecial chai'ge to the 
people of Jfraely and made a part of their 
law, that, when the hoft went forth againft 
the enemy, then they fhould keep them-* 
(elves from every wicked thing. * If they 
cxpefted Grod fhould declare for them in 
tj^e day of war, they were to fandbify 
themfelves to the Lord, and to put awajr 
all evil from among them. And a like 
religious rule was very generally obferved 
among the heathen ; they had certain pu- 
rifyings and lufbrations always performed 
by their whol« armies, before they kd 
^era to battle. It was thought netefFary 
before the determination of fo great events, 
on which the fate of nations is ufually 
fufpeoded, to avert the difpleafure, and 
deprecate the anger of heaven, by a more 
than ordinary fblemnity of religious wbf- 
Ihip. For the fame pious reafoufi we are 
called upon in the duty of this day, to^-» 
ther with our devotionJi, to enter upon a 
reformation of life and manners, in order 

to' 

♦ Dent, xxiii. pj 
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to procure the favour of heaven to our* 
c?iiife* In vain we offer up our prayers to 
God, if we continue in a ftate of dif- 
obedience to his laws. If we expe6l the 
bldfing of heaven to attend us, we muft 
endeavour to procure it. If we would make 
God our friend, we muft forfa^e thofe fim, 
which fet us at enmity with him, 

A life of holinefs and virtue is at all 
times neceffary to recommend our prayers 
to God ; but nothing lefs than a national 
virtue is fufRcient to feeure thofe general 
and extenfive bleffings of his providence, 
which he hath promifed to a righteous 
iiation; The fcriptures are very full in 
declaring, and the hiftory of the jfewijA 
nation is a continual witnefs of it, that 
the difpcnfatiohs of God towards publick 
bodies and communities of men are always 
adjufted and determined by the good, or 
evil, that prevails among them. At what 
injiant he /peaks concerning a nation, and 
concerning a kingdoniy to pluck up, and to 
pull down^ and to^ dejiroy it ; if that nation, 
againfi whom be hath pronounced^ turn from 
their evil moay^ he will repent of the eml, 
{hat he thought to do unto them. And at 
what infi^ant he fpeaks concerning q n^tipny 
S 2 ank, 
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and concerning a kingdom^ t« kuihi^ imd in 
plant it I if it 4^ ml in his Jigbt^ and ^bey 
not if is voice^ thgn be v4fl reffnt ef the gmdy 
wb^emtk be faid be, 'tpould bmejit them** 
Hie credtetb peace^ and maketb war* Ht 
tmneth a fruitful l^fid into iarrmttefa for 
tbe wickedmfs of tbe^m (bat dwell tberiin-, 
and on the other hand, in favour of On 
obedient people, He maketb the wildernefs 
aftanditig water ^ and ^afer fprings of a dry 
grotfnd- + 

Let: us then take this occafiaa to refiolif 
on the pr^fent finite of virtue and reiigidii ' 
among \x$. It is, I ^m, afraid, fudi as cati 
gwe us no juft ^epnftdsCT^e in the favour <^; 
Qod. Thfi purity of our faith and wof-» 
fhjp does ind«^d very much excel that of 
oi|f eneniic§i ; l?irt we cannot fuj^iofe the 
worflftof our ^pBMm to live worfo than a 
great part of us do. The* principles (d 
reli^on were perh?^ nev«r more raticm-* 
ally explained, or more jnftly dirc6ted to 
their true end and ai^, the pmmotittg of 
piety and virtue in the world, than . they 
generally are g^mpng us : that venerable 
fimplicity, which recommended chriftianir 

ty 

.* Jcr, xvixi. 7, 8, 9, 10. f Pfalm cviu 34, 35- 
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ty at it's firft Appear«nc9r &ex»a ^huoft rer c 
vivfid ia tbie do£truie$ «cid liibuids of our ^ 
church. But can it be faid, that rdigton 
hath gained in thei fame proporldoii in the 
efteem and reverence of thofe, who ara: 
taught it in this parity ? On the ccxntnt^ 
jy, U it not true, that, as we have refti» 
jved our faith and c^uAioiv, we h^vc funk 
ih QUiT piety and morals ? I§ not t:he wqth . 
ihip of God here moft neglected, whe^e 
it is moft free froni error and iuperftitioa i , 
Is not indeed a want of religioa and prin-* 
ciple ths diftiiiguifhing diai^er «f tha 
tim^fl and country wc live in? Are act 
the forms of pie^ ^d reftraints of teoi'i^ 
perance evenly fcomed and derided hy 
many among us ? And are not thoie fin^, 
whidii are forhad to be pnce nan^ed amcmg 
(rhriiti9£ns, . oommitted without ihame ot! 
fear, aiid even with boafting' and triumph ^ 
Certainly if this is our cafe, we ought *i^ 
yioufly to attend tQ^ the gi«at danger we 
are in ; to con^i^r how we may axtest'thQ 
judgmenti of God, which threaten us ; 
and reoall that ipirit of piety and virtue, 
which alone c^n iav^ us. 

Great indeed and difficult is the under- 
taking to reform a corrupt ^ge, but we 
^' • ' fhpuld 
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ikould therefore ^Pply o^xklvcs to^ ^t 
vnork with a diligence, fuitablc to» tiie imv 
portance and neceffity of iit : let thoie who - 
are in authority ihew their ^eal in eiecu^ : 
ting the laws for that purpofe 5 in fup- - 
preffing tdie- publick.and known terapta* 
tions to lewdnefs and debauchery ; and ii^ . 
punifhing that prophanenefs, which tri^ 
iKnphs c^enl) .*n our flxcets. Let thofe, 
whole rank and charafter give weight to*, 
their exanfiple, ftiew their fenft of religion, 
hy a conftant attendance upon the offices 
of. it, and by a ftrift fobriety of life and: 
manners ; that fo others may be won by 
their converfation* to think on the evil jqJ[' 
their ways. Let us eveiy one coiaribute. 
his (endeavour to reduce and lelTen the 
lye^htof publick guilt, by at leaft reform- 
ing »nd amending bimfelf, and unite in^ 
our prayers, and in every good work, that 
GoJ may be iptreated for the land. * So 
xnay we yet pioufly hope, that God will 
go forth with our armies^ ^ and command 
deliverances for Jacob s % ^^* through him 
- ^e Toall pujb down our enemies^ and keep them 
fine r that rife up againjl us. § So Ihall wq 

no^ 

• 2 Sam, xxiv, 25. f P^alm xliv. g^ 

X Pfalm xliv. 4. ' ^ Pfalm cviiu t^. 
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not only coilfult the peace ahd prolpeiity 
of this otr JerufaJemy but fliall provide iii 
the beft mannfer for our future peace and 
happinefs in a better country, fhall be 
received as true fons and citizens of that 
yerufdkm "which is abovCy the mother of us 
all.* 

Let this then be thought to deferve otfr" 
whole attention, in whi^ both our pre- 
sent and everlafting intereft are concerned. 
Let it bfe our great endeavour to proc\ire 
the favour of God to ourfelves, and, as 
far as our prayers and perfonal obedience 
can prevail, to our country. And may 
we all fb live, united by the bonds of pie- 
ty and charity here, as to be admitted 
hereafter into the holy eity^ the heavenly Je^ 
rufalem^ there to live for ever in the happy 
rank and character of fellow-citizens ^itfe 
the faints^ and of the houfehold of God; -f ' 

♦ GaK \y. 25. f Eph. ii, 19, 



THE END.' 
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Galatians vL 9. 
X^/ z^j not be isoeary in ivell-doing, 

WWIC^^Y well doing may be nnderftood 
O g Q eveiy fpecies of right aftion, 
)K )j( every thing that belongs, as a 

JttL)J()8C)J(jrf duty^ to men or chriftians. But 
it is pl^n that the apoftle in this place 
means, principally, a<5ls of charity and be- 
neficence J in which duties he tacitly com- 
mends the Galatians for the progrefs they 
had already made, and exhorts them to a 
farther proficiency. 

To be uniformly good, to conlider our-^ 
felves as deftined in this life to promote 
the happinefs of all around us, and to 
make this fteadily and invariably the rule 
of our aftions; this, as it is the true 
chriftian charafter, fo is it furely the moft 
noble and godrlike that can be afcribed to 
T 4 man. 
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man. We ctfnnot contemplate it without 
love and delight 5 and this will as natu- 
rally excite our emulation, and lead us to 
^efire iA otofelves what we tiecefTarily ad- 
riiine in others. But this perfeft chai^dr 
is not to be attained by a tranfient wifh, 
by the bare inclination and confent of the 
mind : it muft t>e formed, like other vir- 
tuous habits, by time and patiaice, cxer- 
cife and application. Every virtue has it's 
difficulties, it's field of trial and confiif): ; 
and charity, like the reft, tmlefs formed 
with care, and difciplined into conftancy 
and perfeveranee, will be apt to feint and 
be ^eary under the difcouragements whidi 
it will often meet with. The motived to 
fliis duty have been fo frequently and fo 
well difplayed, on this and other like otf- 
cafions, that I fhall chiife, as i fobje^t 
lefs anticipated, to cdnfider the difficulties 
that attend it, and the reafons that prevail 
againft thefe motives. When we go to 
war, our Saviour hadi tdld ife, thSit wc 
inuft count not only our own ftreK^, 
but likewife the ftrei^gth cff the cheftiy^ 
that we may be able to meet MiA ^*t 
cometh againft us. Bbt^ as thefe difficttl- 
ties often, arifc from our own corrupt paf- 
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fipiis, as Welt ar thofe of othet men, it 
will be proper, 

Firji,, To cfonfider diftinftly what dif- 
pQ&Um of mind is neceflary to conftitutc' 
,the thl^rafttr in the text y whatthis virtue 
is in it's principle as well as in it's cf* 
fe6tsj that we may learn where our owiv 
ftlrehgth jand Weaknefs liesi and how to' 
(Biiltivate ^d improve tiiis virtuous habit 
In |he hijftid. 

V I fhali then, Secondfy^ lay before yott 
foipe of the principal difcouragement* that 
ieeih td chetk the progrefs of this virtue 
in ^he world; that we may arm our- 
\felv!e?_and Unite our endeavoinrs againlt: 

And, through the whole, fhall have re-^ 
ripeft chiefly to the exercife of our cha- 
rity, in fuch publick works as this which 
we are at prefent met to promote. 

AndjP/Vy?, By the virtue of charity in: 

general as ineant univerfal benevolence; 

eartehding it's good willies tb the whole 

' human kind^ it '5 good offices as far as it's 

abilities^ 



\:j^ 
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abilities will rea6h. But mare particular- 
ly, as it is charafterized in the text, ic 
implies a firm refolution to do all the good 
wc can, together with aftivity and. perfe- 
ferance in doing it. By refolution I here 
mean a rational determination founded oi> 
fure and certain principles, fuch as am 
thofe of reafon and religion. A gon^rat 
difpofition to do good, it will cofl: us little 
f^ins to form- in ourfelves. Whoever aides 
his own heart the queftion, will bfc told 
that his afFeftions are kind and benevolent, 
and that his fentiments are thofe of love 
and charity towards mankind.. Every one 
either feds or fancies this difpofition m 
himfdf. And it is certain that, in fomc 
degree, this temper of mind is natural, 
and therefore common to all men; * God, 
who hath made the welfare of mankind to 
depend much on their mutual love and 
care one for another, hath at the famte 
time, left reafon and religion flioiUd have 
too cold an influence, implanted very pow*. 
erful paflions in the breaft to ftimuUte w^d 
excite ta thtfe duties. We are fo^ roade^ as 
neceflarily to commiferate the wants and 
feel the diftrefles of others. But if. our 
mercy and compailion have na other foun- 
dation than this s tho' the world may be 

the 
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the better for it, we fliall be none the bet- 
ter ourfelves. If yrt relieve others dnfyto 
gratify ourfelves, thete is no virtue oi* 
merit in this appearance of charity. If we 
do good only from temper and inclination, 
froiA felfifli or other human confiderations, 
thefe principles are very various in their 
influence and tendency 5 and; if fome of 
them> at times, prompt us to what is ge- 
nerous and good, others will prevail in 
thdr turn,' and' more frequently feduce us 
from it. 

To give ftability to virtue, it muft be 
^DUimded orir better motives,- on the princi- 
ples of reafon and truth : thefe are every 
where the fame, and operate in all cir- 
icumftances alike; they will not bend to 
our corrupt inclinations, or be moved by 
the intreafties and importunities of fdf. 
love. This then is the proper foundatidri, 
tift rock on which our virtue inuft be 
*buiit, ' Whatever claims the authority of 
J&ity ovCT us mufl: be tried by our reafon, 
'n^t'hf our paflions and inclinations; and 
Wheffc this authority is acknowledged, we 
^ ihdft be fubjeft not for pleafure, profit, 
or fame, but for confcience fake, 

' IChis 
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This rational choice, this fubjcftion of 
the mind to duty, is ileceflary not only to 
fupport but to cbnftjtutc yirtue. Without 
it our beft aftions will be nothing worth > 
it being a firft principle in morality^ that 
the virtue of every a6lion is to be eftiftia-, 
led from tTie principle and intention with 
Which it is performed/ In the virtue be^ 
fore us the apoftle plainly fuppofes^ tiiat 
we may give «il our goods to feed thfe 
poor, and yet want charity : and. On ^ 
other hand, our bleffed Saviour hath de- 
clared, that whofo fhall give A cop of Ijold 
water only to a difciple, jor bis fak^^ §a^ 
not lofe his reward. 

. The refolutltin then we are recomiftefed% 
Ingi imfdies a previous examination of tibe 
4uty to which we are called, a fiall corl* 
yiftioti of the authority and obHgation <rf 
itt^ in the prefent cafe a fenfc of the «ir 
cdleiice, importance, and neccffitf of dtwt^ 
flty : and whete th^ is dce{% rooted m 
the mind, whfere the motives to wsel^^oing 
are made familiar and habitual, ah^ aAw^ 
C3)en to our view and ready for a£{iait; 
this is the virtue we are enquiring fob: in 

the 
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the feed and principle, and as it refides ia 
the heart. 

TJie nature and extent of this duty J 
have fuppofed fufficiently knowm, and the 
motives to it to be obvious to every one's 
reflexion. I fliall therefore conclude this 
head with obferving, that we ought to 
give fome of our time to the ftudy of this 
and every other virtue j to confider the 
rea&ns and motives that induce to them^ 
and the means of cultivating them in our- 
felves. This is the worthieft and beft, as 
well as the moft ufeful employment in 
which the mind can be engaged : a negleft 
of ;t is the great error in human life. 
Men are apt, when they have fcarce be- 
ftowed a thought uppn thefe fubje6ls, to 
think themfelves enough principled in vir- 
tue, enough refolved and fortified againft 
vice; and fo commit their bark to the 
?vind, and follow where the tide of cuft: 
tom, or the ftream of inclination, leads 
them : and what wonder is it if they mafe 
(hipwreck of all their hopes ? 

But, fecondly. This refolution, and eve- 
ry virtuous principle, muft be tried by it*d! 
^ffefls J agreejibly to the rule of our bleffed 

3aviQur, 
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Saviour, By their fruits ye JhaU know them. 
The firft of thefe which I mentioned was 
aflivity, or an aftive temper in doing 
good. Ti> be unwearied in well-doing im- 
plies this, and fomething more ; it implies 
4:hat we have been bufy and induftrious in 
all the offices of x:haf ky, and. that we are 
Aill carrying on this labour of love vnfH 
frefh yigcMjr and alacrity. The beft refi^ 
lutions will not make us on a fuddcn virrr" 
tuous or charitable. We mufl: not miftakc 
the defign for the thipg itfelf. Thefe r&- 
folutions mufl: be purfiied into their proper 
confequences, and fet the aOive powers of 
the mind at work, before we can take this 
charaQ:er to qurfelves. Here then it i? tp 
be. feared that men often deceive themr 
felvjsj I a love of virtue will, at times, 
warm the breafl: of the moft: fluggifh. into 
forae feeble refolutions of w^U-doing. , In 
ihefe they applaud themfelves ; and wjie^i 
-they find ±he generous fcntiments, of pity 
and humanity move within them, are eafi- 
ly perfuaded that they are merciful and 
compaffionatc. Thus we purchafe very, 
cheaply our own good opinion, and often 
think ourfelves charitably when we only 
have bowels^ 

Put 
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* But would we kiiow our true moral 
charafter, we tjiuft enquire of Our a6Vions, 
Hot of our fentiments and opinions. Thefe 
latter are always 6n the fide of truth and 
virtue. God hath made them fo. Our 
a6tions only are properly our own, and 
tfell what we are. / will Jhew theftny 
faith by my workSy faith the apoftle. If 
you have charity, fhew it by your works. 
Tou feel it in yourfelf, but let others feel 
it. What families or what pcrfons have 
been the better for your bounty f Hav* 
your ears and your hands been open to 
the wants of your ftrffering neighbours? 
Is your labour pr your fortune, in any 
good degree, fpent in their fervice ? When 
any good work hath invited our concur- 
rence, have we, according to our abilitjr, 
encouraged and promoted it ? Or have' we 
contented ourfelves with bidding it God 
jp^edj and mjhing it good luck in the name 
hf the Lord ? It is thus we mruft bring 
btor virtue in this and every other inftance 
to the trial, before we can determine what 
our real charafter is. But farther, 

A- third, and that a principal condition 
implied, or rather diftiiiftly marked in th6 

charafter 
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.charafter of the text, is perfeverance in 
jvvrell-doing. Thi^ is neqeflary in evqry vir- 
tue, to crown and cpgiple^t tbp cji^raft^r -, 
and indeed- Jlie Qnlypro^f we c^ g^vet ^ 
jthofe principles wKich. I mcAtion^ ^, ne- 
/:eirary to recommoi^ ^^^ feryices tq Qp4. 
It will hf to no purp^fe to em(^re for a 
fwbile in the pr^^icf of yirtue, if '}j), tivf^ 
(if temptation ^p fall aieLOn^.. 

|t is generally fpd, an<i yifh gr^^ truti, 
that the di^cultie^ of ylrtjie grow I^fs by 
pra£^ice, and th^ by. degrees it becoift^ 
ple^ant ^x\A delightfifl. 4^ ^ ^^ ^ 
true pf any virtue, it is cei^ainly io ojF 
chari^j tiw exercifc of nyhicb is rewairdecl 
ynih more prefeiit pleafure than pfrh^p^ 
any pt|i^ ^ecijes pf ^fiU-doing. jt may 
therefore t^e tjipught an eafy talk to per- 
ievere m this 4^^> ^d to want but Iktl^ 
^ur exhort^^n. . Bi^t ^e inind of maji ^ 
li^tur^ly 4c]kie and inconjftant j tir^ wi^ 
the prijiaiSl; %i^ fo^d of new p^r(u|tS| 
^hangii^g as ^e fpf ^e wjjiwij^, ox ^ faa, 
cy, pJiifeon, or natural temper (ch^ge 
within. Every yiffue tpo |i^ it's eaemi^s, 
and even this of charity enow to exercifQ 
puf vi^gilfu^ce and cautiop. He^cp jit re» 
QU^^s fpme ftrengdi of mind to l^, iS^ 
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any time, uniform and confiftent with our- 
felvcs, . to keep the fame defigns in view, 
and to purfue the fame courfe without de- 
viating from it.^ And this ftrength is only 
to he a:ccjuired, like thaf of the body, by 
ufe and exercife : we muft frequently re- 
new our good refolutidns ; revolye in our 
thoughts the niotives upon which they are 
built; and keep them, by reflexion and 
meditation, alive and freih in our minds. 

How far we are to perfevefe In the ex- 
ercife of our charity, in any particular in- 
flance, prudence and our own judgment 
muft determine. But this temper of mind 
will naturally incline us to be patient and 
candid in judging of any fuch defigns as 
are offered for the publick good. We fliall 
liot be hafty in receiving prejudices againft 
luch as. we have feen reafon to approve, 
and have perhaps been engaged in fup- 
porting. The characters of good and evil 
in nioft publick defigns ftand out fo ap- 
parent and vifible, that it is not eafy to 
be deceived in our judgment about them. 
Yet there are arts of mifreprefenting the 
plaineft fa6ls, and qbfcuring the brighteft 
truths, which make it neceJary to recom- 
Ijiend, on fome bccafions, candor and at- 
U * tention 
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tension in tHeft enquiries. It is nof rharij' 
y6ars lihce a new ihffitution amongft us, 
I mean that of chafity-fchools, wis uhi- 
verfaily applauded arid encouraged. We 
liave lived to fee tKis lofe much in the 
eileem of the world, and it hath been ai- 
nioft fafhionable to decry it: and yet t 
think it certain, that every fair enquirer 
will ftlil fee convinced, that this is a very 
wife as well as chriftian inftitutiohj aria 
that the objeftions againft it have nothing 
but novelty to recommend and fupport 
therii; 

fiut 1 procJeed to the fecond thing, I pro^ 
pofed, which was to specify fome oi tHe 
principal obftacles which prfeverlt the pro^ 
grefs of this virtue in the world, liiefe 
arife either from our own corrupt iricli- 
riatioris^, or from the Jrowardnefs of others. 
Amongft thofe which we are to guafci 
aj^ainft in ourfelves, the firft which I ifhall 
mention,, and which hath been already 
pointed to, is indolence: a vice of very 
extenfive and pernidous influence. Tkey 
who are freed fiora the neceffity of thought 
arid labour, are apt to forget all other 
dbligations to thefe duties. EaTe and itXt- 
ini^algence grow fey degrees into ari habi- 
^^ ^ tual 
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tual difregard and inattention to eveiy 
thing. Heafurer and amufement fliat out 
all other concerns. And when men fcarce 
bcftow a fcriotrs thought upon themfelves, 
it is not to be expected that they fhould 
give much of their time or care to the 
welfare of others. 

iPhe motives of religion are loft upon 
thofe, who cannot bear the pain of attend- 
ing to them. But could they be brought 
to think, a moment's reflexion would teach 
them, that their aftive powers of body and 
mind were not given them for nothing j 
that they were not made for themfelves 
alorte^ nor the world about them merely 
to minifter to their eafe and pleafure ; that 
^ who reap the benefits ftiould fhare th6 
buijdens of fociety; that no virtue, or 
even ornament of the mind, is to be at- 
tained without pains and application y th^t 
labour is the price of every thing excel- 
lent in this life ; and much more is it ne- 
CelTary to attain the rewards of the next. 

. , fiut farther, This vice is the parent of 
a tlpiorous and coward difpofition of mind, 
wjiicli deters men from attempting any 
thing that is generous or great. The Jloth^ 

U 2 ful 
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ful man fays there iV a lion in the way. * 
His fears magnify every real obftaclcy and 
create k number of difficulties that are 
merely imaginary. Is any thing propofed 
for the publick good? He laments that 
the times will not bear it> he forefees that 
every man will be armed againft it> thaf 
the virtuous al*e too few to fupport it, atid 
that publick good is the laft thing that 
will meet with publick encouragement. 
But it is not fo. The age is not fo bad 
as to r^fufe a fair entertainment to any 
thing thrt is offered for the publick wel- 
fare. There is more ftagnant virtue in 
the world than is commonly believed, if 
there were but a<^ivity enough to put it 
in motion : witnefs the feveral charitieis^ 
many of them of a kind new and untried, 
which have been lately fet on foot, and 
are now flourifhing among us. \ 

. Infinite are the mifchiefe that arife from 
this over-prudence, this ungenerous diffi- 
dence and diftrufl of mankind. It feems 
almoft a received maxim in tlie political 
world, that government cannot be^ carried 
on without applying to the vices arid cor- 
rupt paflions of men : and they who have 

defigndd 

* Pijpk,crbs xxll. 13. 
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defigne4 the very beft for their country, 
have thought it vain to attempt it 'till 
they have won others, by the worft con- 
defeenfions, into a concurrence with them. 
But what is this but to defpair oJF the 
commonwealth? God certainly defigned 
that the world ftiould be govern^ by vir- 
tuous men, and by virtuous means. And 
he hath ftamped that dignity and maje% 
on the very afpeft of virtue, that they whd 
lead under her banner may be fure to bi 
better followed and obeyed, than they whp 
court fubmiffion, by other meafiires, 

A fecond known enemy to every pub- 
Uck good is avarice : a mean and fordid 
vice, that infefts and debafes every faculty 
of the mind it enters. — It is the mind 
that has no generous fcntiment within to 
fupport it, and is confcious how little it 
deferves the friendfhip and good-wilt o^ 
mankind ; that makes riches it's ftrength, 
andilies to this unnatural aid for fupjrort. 
There, is therefore little room to hope 
for any thing good or charitable from 
this charafter. It is indeed ftrange that 
men Ihould think themfelves juftified in 
accumulating riches without end, without 
anydefign of enjoying, and often without ^ 
V 3 thQ 



Digitized 



by Google 



X 266 3 

the apprehenfion pf wantmg dsem^ ^wiule 
pthers, whofe ivants and jdifbrefies ^all /for 
every thiiig, haw nothing to rdiicve thcnu 
But there a^e slower liegmes of i^i$ viGe;^ 
A^hich lie mori^ firequontiy concealed jin the 
hreaft, and whidi ^are amongfl: ^ moft 
prexrailiag reafons againfl: the jexercife ^of 
our charity. Men rdiei^ tbcmiehnes irotti 
this burden byi^ingit upon others. They 
compare their own fortunes with ithofe that 
are greater, and excufe ihemfekes^ from 
contribKti^ to the wants ictf ^die (putdick^ 
merely becaufe there .aretotfaeis tmopc ^ble. 
But the rule of the fcripture is, Let bm 
that Jjotb JktJe:grvse Mfjbfft Utile, i^ifone are 
excufed frqin ^gibriog. A xiltficiency4j» thq 
charity of Mhei^ will not ixnake^ ours 4:h^ 
le6 wanjtad. And wh^re>thc wants of ^oui? 
neighbours call for it, it ds ;a duty in aU to 
contribute according to their federal .abili- 
ties* 

Jk third-enemy totchariisy, .^aad Jlie;fouiw 
of numberkfe:p»hHjicteAdk,isiuxuiy. This 
vice, like- warice, jnuitiplies .our wants, 
aad by th^t imeans iconfines our xha^ty,- at 
home. The demands :af pleafiire ^and ^ride 
areofo;gr,eat, thatibay/whoindulgeinfthefe 
Ratifications fddom have -to ^ve to him 

that 
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jtlxat n^edeth : .a^d «very iiation qf Ji,fc \^ 

at pcefent fo m\^p\x expofed to temptations 

.qf this fort, that this jnajr Ije recjcc^^ed ox^ 

of the rooft cornmoji as well 41s ^eateft 

olDftryftioris to charity. Self-indulgence 

,hjath a jjatuxal tendency to hardeii th^ 

heart.. The more the felfiih j 

yail, the more will every thii 

rous and publick fpirit decljji 

Henee it Is that they who liv( 

Juxury are moft infejifible to 

fif others, and the leaft apt 

wants which they have never i 

,thetiifelves. O/ this unrefle6 

we have a ftriking example ao 

the parable of the rich man ai 

the former clothed in purple ar 

and faring fumptuoufly ever 

latter full of fores, lying at h 

tp the dogs, and perhaps fed \ 

than they. This i? the piftui 

Lord hAthlield up, to the cm 

,tUQUS, and which jnuft pierc 

.wit^ fo many xntting reflex 

fhaHM4 |io more iippn this hw««, 

B?fide thefe domeftick 
eyeiy ,one niuft .enquire 
[I, we muft ex{ia to 

■^4 
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difficulties abroad. And firft,^ the vic^ I 
have mentioned, as they may polRbly .have 
fome fway in ourfelves, fo, as far as thev 
prevail, they will arm the world againft us. 
They who refufe to concur in any gooA 
work, muft juflify their ftanding out by 
bringing difparagement upon thej defign 
itfelf i or, where thi3 cannqt be idonc, by 
infinuating mifmanagement, indired views 
and motives in thole who conduft it. There 
are men who get the. character of fagacity 
by penetrating into the fecret motives of 
others, and refolving every thing they da 
into artifice and cunning. With thefe there 
is no fuch thing as publick fpint in tha 
world. The good of othe^rs is only a pre* 
tencc for lervin^ ourfelves ; and confe- 
queritly no publick ihanagement ever fatis- 
fied, or can fatisfy them. Thefe are, for 
the moft part, men of narrow views, a^ 
well as narrow minds : yet thtir infmua-. 
tions; are apt td be too vy'ejl received, from 
a malevolence of heart which cjakes men 
delight in feeing the chara6ter pf others 
levelled with their own! Every one who 
a6ls in a publick fphere, whether great: or 
little, mu^ ftand the mark of envy and 
cenfure. ' And perhaps that liberty of 
calumniating the higheft admimflxations, 

wl^icli^ 
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which is wifely tolerated for the fake of 
the greater good, may make this peiulant 
temper the more prevalent and' common 
among us. It is certain that this is' the 
fate of all publick management. Ighd- 
rance will bbjefl and folly di6late : but it 
is .the part of wifdom and virtue to perfe- 
vere unwearied, and .of charity to' hear 
and forgive. ' 

Agaift," our gocfd defigns will not alwayg 
meet with the fuccefs, any more than with 
the efteem, which they defervd. They witl 
fometimes be |)eftowed upon unworthy, 
fometimes upon ungrate 
among thofe who cohcui 
defign, things will arife 
fmg and agreeable. Dr 
will create little diffen 
fures : jealoufies, fufpic 
mifings will arife. Th 
for\yard will blame the t 
and in their turn be 1 
and officious themfelves. 

I am fenfible, tha 
ions which the prefe 
feem of imjportanc 
And it is a pleafufe 
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is liotjking in wr particular circumftfjoj^cs. 
fr\4 fityatian to s^ll /or them. But a^ 
th^fe .evils arg inciclQijt to ^^ pufc^ck icI;^anr 
tieg, and in fp^np /Jegree tp be i^axe<l ty 
all, I thoygjjt it nsip^^Mi^kfs ^pr fpr?^. 
to niy fubj!e^^ to m^^^tipj^ t^^i^. 

Therp i§ yet a»ptl>er enemy to pybjici 
good, of fo malevolent a nature that ^i^ 
almoft dangerous to mention it, I mean 
that jof p^arty pj^wdif^i whicli, jyhei^e it 
prevails, 4eftroys,aot,pn]ly ?iU charity, bjji 
^11 candpur, truth,, and common ^Vfftip^-. 
WJien m?n ar? divided into ,^;ji6^pns, ^ey 
are prepared to ^ivid^e ^nd topppofe ^c^ 
pther in every thing: the appi-pl^tidn f^ 
one party is ;:eafpn ^noygh ior diftike i^, 
the other: and if happily theygver im^tp 
in the f^me caufe, this is a ftrong; pr?- 
luqiption tl\^t jth?re i§ Cqm^ i!ijnj:ommpEi 
excellence to reppr^i^end it, Jt Js cert^n 
that poshing .gaa be nioxe x^^uft in. it'^ 
priE^ciple, pr inQj;e violent ipkV.effe^^^^ 
^an this fpiiit. And if it nig^r .^fpn?i%. 
he hoped that fpcieties of charity^ will te 
iefs infefted rwith.this,e^^ th^p ^ny A^l^r j 
it mi^ft too be remenih?xed^ ^tha^t in| /Qcie- 
ties which have no cpniinon tie^ of jntsc?^ 
c^ hpnd of union, bqt ni^re will stnd plej^T 

fure^ 
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fure, np evil is more t6 be dreaded. Thofe 
therefore who are real friends to fuch de^ 
€igm, will, abb ve all things, be cardful to 
avoid all appearance of this fpirit in them- 
felves; aud particularly this, which is on^ 
of the ftrongeft fymptoms of it, the fufl 
peOang it in others. 

^l>efe are Ibme k^ the dUcouragements, 
abd .there might be reckoned raorc, whidi 
threaten, and for the m<^ part attend th^ 
execution of the beft ddigns. What then f 
Shall we;fitdownand lament thefe difiicul- 
ties ? Sh^U we not rather call up our z^g^ 
and i^uble our ardour in oppofing themt 
Is it not indeed mattw of real Joy to^us 
^t\there are fuch difficulties to encoun- 
ter ? So the apoftle thought. My iref/^en, . 
feith he, count it ail joy when ye fall iMk 
divers temptations : km^ming 4bis^ fbat /^ 
trial of your faith worketh patience. * Were 
the flream of duty always fmooth and uft-' 
ruffled, where would be the virtue of obe- 
dienee ? Were popular applaufe and honour 
always to wait on well-dbing,. how fhould' 
we be fure that we afted from charity, an4 
upt from thefe meaner motives ? Thefe in- 
ducements to duty will indeed increafe our 

guijjt 

* James 1. 9> 3^ 
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guilt in neglefting it : but as far as we arc 
fwayed by them, they will likewife, as I 
h^ve faid, take from the virtue of our obcr 
dience. In every good aftion, it is the fk- 
crificc that is made, what we give up. of 
eafe, or pleafure, or profit, that makes tk^ 
virtue. Without this to prove it, we fhall 
want that fatisfaftion in our own virtue 
which is the trueft, fincerefl pleafure * that 
the mind is capable of enjoying. This i^ 
what the apoftle defervedly counts all Joy to 
thofe who have been tried by tempt'ationsi 
A new fource of pleafure arifmg from tct 
bouncing pleafure ; from mortifying oujf 
paflions and felf-love, and from the co*nfci7 
oufnefs of pure, unadulterate virtue. Thus 
the ways of wifdom are at laft ways of plea- 
fantnefs^ and^ all her paths are peace. In vain 
we feparate happinefs from vixtue : the mora 
we fhut out felf-love, the more we fhall bo 
found to love ourfelves, and to confult our 
true felicity. 

paving now feen the difficulties that atT 
tend our perfevering in well-doing, it may 
be expelled that I fhould dwell longer on 
the folly and unreafonablenefs of being 
difcouraged by thefe, and Ihould balancq 
againft them the many motives that plead 

for 
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for this duty. As to the former of thefc It 
rriay be fufficient to have fhewn the impure 
and polluted fources from whence thefe ob- 
je6lions flow, and the meannefs of thofe 
principles and pafllons to which they owe 
their influence. The latter, as a beiaten to- 
pick, I fliall pafs over, only reminding you, 
from the words which follow the text, that 
the pleafure, which I have mentioned as 
^rifing from difmterefl:ed virtue and true 
benevolence, is not a mere ideal pleafure, 
ending in contemplation only, as the fen- 
fualifl: and voluptuary may be apt to think; 
but is "the moft folid and permanent of all 
human pleafures ; which will never defert 
us in this life, and will become immortal 
in the next. Let us not be weary^ faith the 
apoftle, in well-doin^^ for in due feafon we^ 
(hail reap if we faint not. Let. us not re- 
ipe(^ eafe or pleafure, or confider any thing 
but duty itfelf, in the pra6lice of duty : 
atid God will certainly find a time to re- 
ward our virtue. The prefent is the feafon 
of labour and culture : but the time of 
harveflr will Come, when we JhalV reap ac^ 
cording as we have f own j when we Jhall come 
again with joy ^ bringing our fieaves with us. 
Prefent pleafure will indeed attend the prac- 
tice of pur duty 5 but it rauft come unalked, 

un- 
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unfought. It ittufl evtn be puithaferf iy 
voluntary labour and felf-denial; but, hj. 
liro^ortion to this labour, this pleafere it- 
ielf will be more pure and perfe^, and our 
reiwrird will be great hercaftei'. The di|5-, 
cUlties then of rirtue are not Heal (^coa* 
ragements : on the contrary, they ought to 
be confidered as a motive and fpur to duty,^ 
'this our Lord hath taught us, with that; 
^ble fifflplicity and authority which adorn- 
ed all he fooke. Call to thee the Bait and the. 
maimeJt the lame and the blind i fir they can" 
nfit recmpenee thee : thmjhalt he recompenced^ 
at the refur region of the juft. '^^ 

To ^pply now f hefe reflexions to the p|re;- 
ient occafion : the charity we are afleiiiMe^ 
tp promote, is fo apparently excellent and: 
ufeful, that it feems fcarce liable to exception 
Or mifreprefentation. The intended objef^ 
of it are plainly the firft objeds of charity. 
Skkncfs and pain, evcl> in a Id w degree, 
make us miferable amidil affluence aad 
plenty : how miferable then muft they make 
thofe who are deprived not only of all the 
extraordinary helps which their <afe may. 
require, but even of the common neceffa-^; 
ries of life ? Who are deftitute of all things, . 
when all is too little to make life comfort- 
• able. 
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^i)1e, or J)'eirliaps fupportable? rfow m^tif 
tiioufahds are there who, fey their teft in^ 
duftfy, can bilt feed their families -with food 
c'onvehieni for them, and wHoma week's in- 
capacity for, labour muft reifuce to pfenury 
and wartf ? An afflidlion fevcre enough 
i;^it1i6ut adtlifion j How fevere then when 
iicknefs arid difeafe are a<ided to it? I^ 
tlien any method can be found, by which 
all ihe Helps arid advantages which the rich 
€nj6jr c'ari be conveyed to the poor in thefe 
elrduiiiftances, is not this what every chrif- 
tian, eveiy human heart mult wilh ? I am 
riot here applying to your palUdns and af-* 
ffeffioris, though thfefe will certainly rife up 
iii jiidgriierit agairift us, and condemn us, 
if we do riot follow where 6od and nature 
intended they fliould lead Us. But I apply 
to yoiir feafon and confcience, the proper 
fbiirce of virtue. Charity is a duty j a duty 
which God hath bound upon you by all the 
ties of nature, reafon, and religion ; a duty 
which ftrikes the mind with more piercing 
cbftviaiori, than any other J a duty which,. 
r am iuiti yoii own and acknbwledge, and 
everi" think yourlelves refolved to pradife. 
But if this be a duty in any cireumfiances 
it is fufely fo when the fick and nttdy in. 
the ariguifh of their fouls cdl upon us. 

Thofe 
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Thofe who are moft diftrefied have, doubt- 
lefs, the firft title to relief. And could we 
obferve an exa6l order, and proportion in 
the diftribution of our charity, we fhould, 
I am perfuaded, think ourfelves obliged to 
begin herej and fliould even regret our 
other charities, as lefs properly beftowed, 
while any in this firft clafs of mifery re- 
mained unhelped. It is certain our blef- 
fed Saviour, the model of all virtue,, in the 
exercife of his charity, had a principal re* 
gard to thefe. He went about healing all 
manner of JicknefSy and all manner of difeafe^ 
among the people. He did indeed, though 
he had little, allot a part of that little, 
and gave from his bag to the common 
wants of the poor. But the lame and the 
blind, the paralytick and thejeper, were 
the firft objects of his care j and beal the 
j^^k was a principal part of that commifli- 
on which he n\ore than once repeats to his 
difciple§. 

Again, if this fpecies of charity is the 
moft neceffary and wanted of any, fo is it 
here beft and moft effedlually anfwered. 
The poor have really here almoft every ad- 
vantage which the higheft plenty could give 
them. They hsive many advantages which 
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no expcnce of charity could by any other ^ 
mrans procure them ; and here procured 
at an expei^ce, how little, comparatively^ atid^ 
how trifling ? And it is worth obferving, 
as ap argument for our perfeverance, is- 
well as for a more ^neral concurrence in, 
this charity, that in proportion as it is more 
extended even this little becomes lefs. I 
mean that the greater the number is of thofe 
fliat are relieved together, the lefs, propor-f 
tionably, will be the expence of relieving 
each. When an efl:ablifhment of this fort 
is once formed, and the neceflary pjpovifion 
is made for any certain number, this num-* 
bcr may be greatly increafed with a fmall 
addition of expence to the charity.. . And 
as^ every little contributed here, will go much 
farther in removing mifery and diftrefs out 
of the world, than in any other conceivable 
way, fo is that little, fure to be. ri^dy ap^ 
plied to this purpofe. Here is no. room *to 
be impofed upon by fraud or fiftion in the 
objefls of our charity : and the diftribution 
^F it is under fuch regulations, ^nd in fuc^i 
hands, as cannot poffibly deceive ps. 

Befides this, which is the firft intention 

inttibefe charities, other great and excellent 

enods are anfwered by them. As aJSidtions 

^^ generally call our thoughts home to otir.- 

.'. , W felves. 
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fclves, and produce that confidefat!<:>n which 
always produces religion, hence -fliefe infti- 
tutions are eafily improved into the beft 
fchools of piety and virtue. ^ And thid iad- 
vahtage and ufe of them hath not bfeeri 
overlooked. The ignorant are here inftraft- 
ed, the bad admonilhed and reproved, and 
the penitent encouraged and affifted. Bbcki 
of pious exhortation are put into th&t 
hands, and opportunities of joinirig daily Jti 
puHick prayer, and frequeritly in the hbl^ 
communion, are adminiftered totheni. AvA 
it cannot be that thefe pious endeaVoffift 
here can be loft : rather we muft fuppofe 
lhem more than ordinary fuccefsful, ^^hert 
|;ratitude itfelf will open the mind to receivfc 
irftruftion, and affliftion to receive it fof 
rioufly. 

' To this may be^dded, the improvements 
Svhich the arts of healing themfelves receive 
^fi*om thefe charities. For are liot thefe ih^ 
^tutions becoire the beft fchools ifi ^y- 
fick and forgery ? Is not attendance hew 
confidered as the finiftiing part df educatkm 
in thefe ftudies, and that which crowns the 
reft ? If then thefe are defervecUy dfteettodi 
among the moft ufeful, and therefore dSc 
moft honourable profeffions in human life, 
ali improvements made in them muft tw 

conw 
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confidered ^ a common benefit and adviaar 
ta^ tp mankind. • . 

i,!rii?re iwoiild be jio end were I to fay 
halfi:t]aat might be.faid in faviour of the^ 
ck^ritiesi. ,Mo*:e, I am .perfuaded ,than i? 
Hfle^l^y b*th b«5n already jfaid, to con- 
yiocei yow ijbat it isi indifputably the mo^ 
jwcefl^ry, thft moft fruitful pf gwd, tlv? 
leaftjiable to. exception aad afeufe, pf ^H 
<Kh$r».; -WWt'thea.r^aiQS. bu): that we 
j^artily reibWe to fupport this,, which is ^9 
happily begun 4mong us ; thai we Tiot 
^jnlyrefolve, but be ftrenuoi^s and.aftive in 
^:^ortipg it J and be noj: eafily dvfcpura-^ 
g^d, by aijy lijftle difficulties or trpubl^ thai 
jBaay arife, from perfeveiiingjn it> fu^pofii;, .. 

Let the indolent tike his part in jhis ple^- 
fing taik, and r«goice to be a.fcUoVfrW<>rker 
in this l^our that proceedeth <^ Ipve. L(?$ 
the jMrar ipiou^. exchange here his . pcriftung 
wealth for ihe true rif:hes, and }jiy up;^ 
-fe^fure io.the heavens which- fajjpth vx>%) 
Let the voluptuous tafte here § pje^ure 
niore exquifite than the joys of fenfe -, and, 
.'from ihe generous pleafures of benevolence 
^suid compafiion, let him afpire to thofe that 
gire yet more excellent, which arife from 
(4rtu? an4 true charity. 
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Lqjily, Let thofe who have already affil- 
ed in this good defign, rejoice in the work 
which they have'fet their hands onto, arid 
perfift with their beft endeavoors td^^ve 
ftrengttf, ftability, and perpetiiiity to it. In- 
earneft, little as it is that is here done, wlett 
have ihoft of us done diore uleful in- the 
world, or thfft We can take a truer Jatis-' 
fa6tioft fro«i ? At how fmall a price, com-- 
pared with the iftiany fttpeilluous expcnces 
which mdflr of tis find fclont to indulge in, 
have w6 begun a work which, when it \i 
but well beguri, hath already laved the lives 
of riiaiiy J redeemed the lives of more fropa 
pain and mifery j and which, there is at 
leaft a pteafing profpeftof it, will continxie 
a bleffing to many thoufands in future ge- 
nerations. ' Let lUs at-kaft endeavour to 
deliver if down to pofteri'ty as whole and 
entire, as extended and improved, and as 
much recommended by our example as we 
<5an. Atid tflay the bleffiftg of heaven at* 
tend yoiir "endeavours here, said be thrit 
reward hereafter. 
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INDUSTRY, FRUGALITY, and SOBRIETY, 

A Sermon preached before a Society of Tradesmbu 

and Artificers, at St. Chad's, Shrewsburt^ 

On Easter Monday, 1766. 
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TO THE 

Members of the Society of 
Tradesmen, &c. and to the 
poorfer Inhabitants of Sf, Chad'sy 
Shrewjbury. 

I PUT the following fermon into 
your hands ; and defire you will 
accept it as a token of my fincere 
love and regard for you. Iri con- 
fequence of which I make it my 
earneft requeft, that you vf ill read 
and confider it with ferioufnefs and 
attention : and I am fure you will 
be the happier, as well as the better 
men for pradifing the duties it re- 
commends. 

/ am, 

Your very affeBionate friend, 

W. Adams. 

X 2 
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Oalatians vi. 2. 

Bear yi one anotber^s btirdem^ and f& fuljti 
the law of Cbrift. 

r^^-^r is with great pleafure th^t I 
I H take the part here aiHgned me 
^ Jfdvci aiiifting the defigns of a fo^ 
aiOiOtOoGil jcicty, formed as I am perfuaded 
upon the principje^ of charity, and regu^ 
lated by thpfe of religion and virtue. 

The great end and defign of true relip. 
gion is to make men happy both in this, 
world and the next. The latter of tbefe^ a^ 
it is the great concern of all mankind, fo it 
js in the power of all to fecure to them- 
felves, by a life of piety and virtue. But 
pur happinefs in this life is for wife rea-r 
fons put more out of our power. Our enM 
joyments here are at the beft mixed with 
proITes, troubles and difappointments > the 
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better to prove our faith and virtue. The 
bcft of men are expoled in common with 
the^orft, toiicknefs, pain and lofles, and 
are often brought into want and mifery by 
accidents which neither induftry nor pru- 
dence could prevent. Yet ftili in fuch cir- 
cumftances religion is A fure fource of con- 
folation, and brings with it the beft fuccours 
and fupport that can be had ; by not only 
fortifying the mind with patience and re- 
lignation, extending our profpefts and hopes 
into another life, and alTuring us there of 
a happinefs proportioned to our ftedfaftnef^ 
and perfeverance in well- doing ; but by de-^ 
riving to us likewife the compaflion, affifti 
ance and rdief of our fello>y-chriftians and 
neighbours r who "^are bound by the rt^ 
gion they profcfs, ahve all things tcr have 
fervent charity towards thfir brethren \ t6 
have the fame care one Jor another y and if 
one meniber fuffers^ as members of the fame 
body y to fufer with it. ' 

If then it be the intention of religion to 
procure thehappincfs of mankind ^ all fuch 
defigns as are direfted to ihis end are {b far 
a6ls of religion : and when entered upon 
with a triie chriflian temper and from i 
principle of charity, will certainly be ac^ 

cepted 
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cepted as foch ; as inAanees of duty axii 
c^edience to God. It is therefore, I, think, 
an apppintment pf great propriety and dc^ 
^orwm hx the ptefent and other like chari-- 
table fpe^eties, to niieet thus at times in a 
reiigious manner j to offer up your vows 
Sind oblations of charity to heaven ; and to 
beg the blefling of Gpd on your pious cu* 
d^voijr;.. 

It is indeed a pleafure to fee, while fo- 
•many parties and meetings are daily form-* 
TKkg fqr pieafure and idlenefs, for the fup-r 
port pf faftjions and uncharitable diftinc? 
tipqifi, aqd often for nothing better thaij 
rpyeUing and riot ; that there are not w^ot- 
ing'.fome which have a nobler end for their 
obje£t J ^nd which it is no way unworthy 
pf our character as men or as chrifti^n^ to 
join iq. This praife I think we may affume 
to the prefent fociety : the defign of which 
is by the joint and united endeavours of 
m^ny, tP guard agaiiift and repej the evils 
which are alike incident to all j and whjich, 
^very one f^ngly and unfupported may be 
unable tp b?ar. This is in a very proper 
fenfe to iear one another s burdens, j to fliar^ 
freely and willmgly the misfortunes, th^ 

(irinities, wants and troubles of others : 

X 4^ m^ 
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and is &>far aft ^ of charity) mi4 a Jid^ 
JilUng the ima ^ Cbrifi. Bat k klkttlier 
at the fame time an a6l ef prudcaM^ too, 
as it is a providing for eyety ofte'^ ^wn 
wants amd^ thole <^ his family ; it is thfow* 
ing his own burden into the common ilock v 
and purch^rag by the relief hd miniA^s to 
others^ a title to the feme rcEef in his' turn. 
Both thefe principles then confpire to^ pre* 
mote the prefent inftitution. As far as you- 
are influenced by the latter^ though k ddd» 
not defcrve the name aftd charafter of cha- 
rity, i/is however a comft^nd^e ttftr<rf 
duty» It is a chriftian prudence to ara» 
6urfelves by a provident forefight agailiieft 
the evils of Rfe 3 to prepare ourfelvesfor ^ 
chearM fobmilfi(m to the difpenfailiQ!^ of 
providence ; and to lay Hp* foi^ the l^n^ 
.fit^md fecerity of his fetoily, every maftj^ 
from time to time, fome little, as God 
hath pro^cred him* 

But I doubt not moft of you a*e afhiate^ 
by the nobler prineii^e I have mentioned; 
and take a generous pfeafure in preventing 
the wants of your b^thren, and in refolv-' 
ing that none of your friends and aflfedajfes 
in this labour of love, fhall be ddKtiite in 
his diftrefs of any helps and ^iftances you 

can 
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itm give him. This, ss I feidj is true chrif- 
^igt charity, and is in the beft (enfe futfiU^ 
ing the kw $f Chrift-^ the rtynl law oflcve^ 
is the apoftle calls it : which enjoins no 
duties (b much as thofe of tendernefy, gen,- 
denefs, compafRon, feeding the hungry, 
cloathing the naked, vifiting the fick, and 
whatever dfe is generous, kind, beneficent 
a&d gopd*natufed ; whateter tends to pro- 
mote the happinefs or to leffen the griefs 
and forrows pf mankind. ' 

' vThis is fo confiderable apart of oiir chrlf- 
iSan ifcrty; that it is frequently in fcripture' 
i|ioken of as comprizing the whole. Live'^ 
dr charity, faith the apoftle^ is the fulfilling 
&f thf &w. And t&bo/bever Iwetb bis bro^ 
Hw hmhfulfiikd tbe law. It is certain that 
there are other duties, all that are eom- 
pfehended under piety and temperance, 
equally neceflary and indi(penfible with 
thefe. B\j\t it is here fuppofed that the 
4uty we are fpeaking of cannot conlift in 
all it's Extent arid latitude without including 
the reft. The fame benevolence of mino, 
which leads us to love not only thofe who 
are endeared to us by relation, friendfhip, 
or kmdnefs received, but even thofe who 
are moft cftrangcd from us by a difference 
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yi o^igion, party ox even by r(|feijtm^fe 
2Uid ill-will, win certainly k^d u? td lovje 
God, the fount;|in of all good, ^homade 
\is what w,e are, and gave us all that w^. 
poffefs. The heart lyhieh feel^ for th^ 
miieiy of others, and melts* with pity even 
at the d^ftreffes of ^i eneray, will furely 
overflow with gratitude towards. the cq^^ 
mon Father of Being, who provideth fpir. 
all things living wfb pkntfsoufmfs i :ip&^ 
compajfiom never fail j and iiohofe mercies 0fi, 
feen over all bis ivorks^ And that diffufivc 
djiarity which carries us as it w$re q^oi 
ourfelves, and interefts ^s in the ^far^f^ 
all mankind, is in it's whole nature.opppfue 
to the narrow principle of felf-lovf | an4 
can tafte but little pleafup? or happjneis in 
fclf-indulgencCy ox the gratifications of lap- 
petite and fenfual inclinatipn. Hence it i^^ 
that love qx chriftian charity i& faid tp' be 
jthe fulfilling-^- — to be not a part, but the 
ijanfe and ipirit of the whole mpral law. 
The fame principle which lea4s, yfya to 
cpftcur in this good work, will, if op^ed 
apd pnfo}d.ed into ^l it's confeqqcnces,, lead 
you into all righteoufnefs j to fulfil th^ 
duties you owe to God and yptirfelve?, ?^% 
well as thofe to your neighbour. And it is 
with nleafure, that I obferve a proper at^ 
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tention paid to thcfe in the regulations unr 
der which your fociety is governed, and by 
which it's meetings are modelled and c6n- 
dufted; Thefe are fo well calculated for 
all the ends that can be anfwercd by fuch 
an inftitution, that I have little left me but 
to commend to your coriftant pra6lice the 
charity, piety and fobriety which they in- 
culcate ; and to exhort you to extend the 
influence of thefe principles farther, into 
your whole life and converfation. 

And firft, as charity is the ground and 
foundation on which ygur little fociety is 
btillt, this as we are taught in the text; is 
fulfilling in a particular manner the law 
6f Chfift. For charity is in a pecufiiar 
manner the command of Chrift. A ntw 
commandment y fays He, I give unfa you^ that 
ye love one another. By thisjhall all men knonp 
that ye are my difciplesy if ye have love mh 
for another. * This then is fo neceflaty t6 
the diiciples of Chrift, that we cannot take 
to ourfelves the name or chara6Ver of chrit 
tians without it. And as we have abote 
feen that charity in it's largeft extent, can 
fcarce confift without the praftice of the 

othei* 

♦ John xiii. 34.1 35. 
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ptjier chriftian duties of pi^y and tf m- 
pergn€€^j(9 it is ce^rtain that w€ can^^t iqt 
any good degree pretend to thefe virtues 
wiihottt tk^ .charity, wkich I mi recom-^ 
mendii^. ff' M^ man^ faith %\\& apoiHi^ ^ 
Jky I hve God, and iovetb fiot bif brother, 
be is a Har : f^r be that kvetb not bis brch 
tbet wb(m be ^atb ffen, Imv fdn be love 
Qod whom be boitb npt feen ? * And agaii^ 
fFb(lfi batb tbis ivcrldU g&od, and feftb bis 
krotber bave need^ and Jhuttetb up bis coni^ 
paffion from him^ bow dwelletb tbe love of 
God in bim ? -f- That ijs, how can fuch an 
<>ne pretcmd to piety and feligjfop^ >yhen he 
i? wanting m d common dijty bound upoi> 
him by^ture and reafon, and ihp com- 
mon ties of humanity j but more eipccial- 
ly f^c^mmetided, and more earneftly thaii 
^Inioft any otheT, by the precep)::? of the 
&>i^^ ? m like manner, in vain do we pre- 
tend tp that (Command ever purfelves, that 
ittbordiflJitiQn of 6ur appetites ^id paffions 
to wafpn* in which the virtue of tempe- 
rance fpnfifts, when felf-love ilill contra^s 
f:»ir h«fti49, 4nd fhuts out all charitable care 
andcqncern for others. It is therefore with 
grmt propriety that c^aiity takes th? ^rft 

ranl| 

f 1 John iv. i^. t ' J^^** ^i*» ?7: 
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rank jinaongft t\» cjuriftiw* grajoe** ^ it U 
Bceeffary ia foitie 4^ee to qualify u$ for 
the very aamfi. of c^hiiftwiisj and as it 
4irie|s from or bfeg*t« i» u? th^t tempfc 
of wmi wHkh w ©at^^ri^y grod^ftive erf 
evocy odier virtue;. 

]^ there are two of thefe virtues Tviiidv 
I inuO: mentun as^ more imniibdiately con*^ 
ne£^ wijth charity, and in the loweir 
ranks of fife icx neceiTary to the exercTl^ 
^f It, that dioy raufl: be inchifided in ths 
duty itfeif : axid diefc are induftry and 
frugality. With re%ie^ to the firfl: of thefe^ 
the apoftie hath gben it in charge to! thole 
of low degree, that tbey hhovr^ worki^ mtb 
their bands the thing that is good^ that they 
giay have tcgi've to him that needetb. ♦ With- 
out thefe virtues to fupply and increale 
jovat ik&i£Qr yon> eamiot h^>e for the happcy 
power of rd&evkog others by your boiinj^ 
or ^lecouring them in their 4iftreis. Nor 
can yo^ ib ficurely attribute to yootirfehres 
the virtue and mer& ci chatity from, any 
goodMvlti or kmd wi^& yoci may bear to 
yo»r neighbour, when yoa havci by your 
own faults depdved yourfeb^es of the meac^ 

of 
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of giving the pr^^er prdof of thefe to^the 
world and to yourfelve*. Without thefe 
virtues,, inftead of the pleafure of relieving 
others, and of being independent in your- 
feives, you will foon b6 in danger of want- 
ing this relief from others : and that with-*- 
out the fatisfaftion of deferving it or any 
juft ground to expiedt it. For the injunfti- 
on of St. Paul is founded on the jullcft 
reafbh. If any man will mt woriy neither let 
him eat. * Inftead of the praife and cha- 
rafter of charity, you will incur the heavy 
tenfure of the fame apoftle : If, any provide 
not for bis own, and efpecially fof thfe of bis 
-own houfe, be bath denied the faitb^ and is 
^orfetban an infidel. 

It is the firft of thefe virtues, induftry^ 
which mikes the artificer and the labourer 
as ufeful and valuable as any numbers in 
focicty^ And as Go^ hath allotted to men 
very diflferent ftations and conditions of 
life, and' affigned them different gifts and 
taknts to profit withal, different occupati^ 
ops and employments for the good of the 
whole V therefore foo be diligent in the feyc*^ ^ 
ral provinces in which he hath placed u&^ 
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is^ a: doty we dweto him as well as to oux(' 
neighbour and ourfelves; It i^^our pi-o^cr^ 
bufinefaf, and a fort of triift rq)ofed in us 
by the govemorof the world : and therefore 
it isf not only -an offence againft fociety, 
bu« a breach of biir duty to heaven to de- 
fertbr negleft' it. And on l3ie other hand, 
a difigeht .difcharge of this duty from a 
principle of confcience towardis God, is in 
h?s proper time and place an aft of religiousr 
obedience; and will furely be as well ac- 
cepted of God, as any aft of piety which: 
may be thought mdre immediately addrcffed 
to his honour. 

And this I the rather ftientfon' tfecailfer 
there are, I fear, fbme well-difpofed per- 
fons'wha think it pious to retire im>re from 
the world and from bufincf^ ; to fhut out 
srfl fecular concerns from their minds ; arid 
io fpend their whole time in the' exerdfes . 
of re%ion, devotion and prkyeh But thefe 
duties, how neceflaiy foever to the chriftian 
life, are not intended to- exclude us frorfi 
heihg ufdful and beneficial ta the world j 
from taking ciare of our families ; or from 
dmng what our rank and relation to the 
publick require. We may allot a fuffi- 
cicnt time to our devotions without inter- 
fering 
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fering with thefe, vihk)^ are certaioly fjotpe 
df the fid): 4)>tMS of a cforjj^ifui. Mil^-rnxf, 
live Jba the wprM «« ChrM): and lus apiji0iesr 
did^ aod he bufy m dpiaigc^ the §00^ w«(. 
can» without lettiqg our heazts too tniock 
xiforx it; without centerjl^g oik hopes anwl 
affe^Qn$< i):^ i^ > aad without I^eiiig^ poi^jule^ 
hy it. L^t me theu exhort y^Uc^ C9( b^ 
chearfiol and a^ve in that. Aajte e^ rli% 
tp, which God hath ^^Ued youj; aiid im 
ccmrtdfr, this chcar£iilnef$ axkd induftry 4^ 
^£ts of pietf and du^ to Guii:i oad 
at- the ^ame ti6ii,e to be ever puA^ual and 
attentive to the more immediflite du^ 
of reU^on and the care of your fouls; 
l^t hf this double ctiJigence jou ms^ ^6i 
jcatr taHifig tfnd ikSfm fure. Be <>£ten.r«« 
colh)3in^ 3S yo^iwiU have lomff vacant 
minuter in yopr bufieft diayst^4cy^ thi^ Aotf 
of yow' fbuis, the great motive liopes ai;d 
jpcofpe^its, of fe%ion.. jLet eveiy sarorm^ 
and csenixig witneis pf the (^eiij% up 
your pf:9yai|s ^nd pr^ii^ t» jQod ; jasndt^ 
will con&ccatei the Ubw^js^ ti^ da^ b£a% 
.a ifleJSng^ m your bafina «md. Oft' $inir Ji^t^ 
and make j[m. rg^ife m^ ^M^.y»Ur.t$f 
your bandf ««M<?. . 

• • ' ■ ■ . .. ' '■ . . :ur 
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But above all, negleft not that day which 
Qod in ^fpecial mercy to the laborious part 
of mankind, and in condefcenfion to their 
ipiritual wants, has confecrated to reft and 
acefFation from worldly cares ; that they 
may have kifure for reflexion and retire- 
ment, and to attend the duties of religion 
without diftraftion. Without this your 
fpiritoal powers will infenfibly decay ; your 
bcft refolutions will be forgotten, and the 
%irit of religion and piety, the (upport of 
evary virtue, will wear out and be loft. 
And on the other hand, by a due improve- 
ment of this time you will continually grow 
in grace 5 the motives and principles of 
virtue will be kept ever awake and aftive 
in your breafts ; and you will be fecured in 
your commerce with the world againft all 
it's temptations. Let nothing therefore 
tempt you to abfent yourfelves on this day 
from the publick fervice of the church ; or 
from allotting fome part of it to the in- 
ftruftion of your families ; to the exami^ 
nifig die ftate of your fpiritual concerns; 
and* the renewing in yourfelves all fuch 
refolutions as may be neceflary to guard 
againft the fins, which do mojl eafily befet you. 
' If bufinefs, however urgent, and ftill more 
Y if 
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if idlenefs or pleafure rob you of this time j- 
this negle£^ will not 6nly bring your virtue 
into danger, but will itfclf add \& ihe 
number of your Crimes. 

But 1 proceed to the bther virttte whieb 
I mentioned as inftrumfctttal and rieceflkty 
to your charity, which ii frugality ; ot a? 
prudent and virtuous ufe of that which' 
through the blelfing of God is gsdncd by 
your labour and induftry. And this is the 
niore neeeffary td be mentioned dt *tiHid 
when luxury is n6t only prevailing atm6h^ 
the great and wealthy, but hag deeply in* 
fe£ted all degrees of men amongft uy. tf 
this, as is frequent, dilablesmdl of ftttttintf 
from doing any thing that is good or tiftfitf 
to thp world, it is certain that the leaff de- 
gree 6f it, the ledft indulgeface in r^ tni 
unnecefTaty £xpence muft put it but fif 
the pdwer of thofe who ftibfift by their la- 
bour, not only to do the good offi«*S'i!hey 
vvould to their brethren j but tttti to rriieke 
the pfovifiort they ought for theii- own fa- 
milies. It is frugality that mttft make oiif 
induftry ufeful to Ourlelves. For tb-' tfM¥ 
purpofe do we labour for that which fffO»- 
fifeth not, or perhaps may be'onfy thit' 
niiians to betray us into fin > But ^here- 

thefe 
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thfefe virtues are united, how oft do \ve lee 
men by thefe ^lone maintain their families 
in neatnefs and plenty, free from want and 
(rare at home, and able to extend their good 
offices abroad ? How oft is their pleafurc 
and imtocence, thdr heahh and peaJce and 
content of mind to be envied by thofe who 
live in grtater fpicndor and in all the pomp 
of hottonr. and power ? And on the other 
hand, IS it not melancholy often to fee what 
has been purehafed by pr|iinfttl induftry and 
labour fquandered away in unprofitable and 
foolifti recreations j oft 
dttlgences of gaming, 
Kke —^ ta fee the artii 
inftead of making his 
ami himfelf more nfefu 
greater gains to indulg 
more in idlenefs or finfc 
h not fure a more afFe6 
^ble objeft than that i 
tmclothefd, untaught a 
mailer of it is wahto 
fhpuld fttpport them, a 
the bowek of him wh 
pleafore or eafe in his mi 
himfelf deaf to the crit 
fery, which he may be faid by his own 
cruelty to inflidt on thofe who are bis bone 
Y 2 and 
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and bis fiejh ? There is,. I hope, no one 
among you of a charafter fo immoral and 
profligate as this. The prefent virtuous; 
defign in which you are engaged, is indeed 
a fufficient proof of the contrary. I fhsfll 
therefore, conclude this head with obferving,. 
that the virtues I have mentioned are not 
pnly neceflary to the chara6ter and perfec- 
tion of Charity, but are the only fure pre- 
fcrvative of common honefty. They are 
thefe^ virtues alon6 which can fectire you 
againft want;^ againft all temptation ta 
cheat or defraud your neighbour, to make 
unlawful gsdns by extortion, to fell your 
confcience for a bribe, your honefly and all 
your moral worth for filthy lucre'af fake. 
By thefc only can you merit the triift and 
confidence^ of the world. They are the 
only pledge and fecurity you can give of 
your fidelity and truth. 

A fecond thing, which I mentioned a^ 
deferving the regard you have p^d to it, 
is that of obferving the rules of piety and 
morality in all your meetihgs ; and of ba-» 
nifhing profanenefs, detraction, and fcandal 
from your difcourfe. The firfl of thefe ii 
fo contrary to that piety, the impctfCance 
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larid heceflity of which I have been recoitf- 
mending, that I need not enlarge upon itr"^ 
Jt is fo contrary to the fpirit of religion, to 
the plain precepts of the gofpel, to that 
reverence of heart and mind which we owe 
to the divine Being j fo naturally tending td 
extirpate all fenfe of God and goodnefs 
from the mind; that it feems impofliWi 
for any one who calls himfelf a chriftlan 
to allow himfelf ferioufly in the praflice of 
it } or x)therwife than through thou^htleff- 
nefs or furprife to be ever guilty of ir^ It 
is fo contrary to common fenfe and rea&n, 
fo fooliih and abfurd in itfelf, that it would 
be a reproach to us as men> if we did not 
bear the name and charafter of chriftians. 
The latter, as it is at all times finful^ and 
one of the higheft offences againft chriftian 
charity, is particularly unfitting in a fooie- 
ty of which charity is the very principle 
5Uid foundation. « . 

I proceed therefore to the hd thing which 
I was to recommend, and which deferves 
particularly at your meetings to be attended 
to, and that is fobriety : a virtue not the 
leis amiable or valuable for the countenafnce 
fWi'd indulgence which is too freely given to 
Y 3 thof^ 
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theie who iifi 9gtinft it. It is indeed a 
reproach to our 9^ ^md toimtry thit die 
cpntrary vice is fo frequent as to be littk 
ii>9lefl:ed. hy (hamc or cfinfiire, Th^ re is 
?*p foyrce.of levil fo fnutful, none thcrt 
has intr<?dwced & mw?h pain and mifery, 
ppywty and infemy, fieknds and dcad^ into 
^i^ wortd a« this. How many do we fee 
f^jijlicfid by it to beggary and want ; how 
Pi^Y thptifi^nds rained in their health and 
^en^h, cut flwrt m the prime of life^ 
px ipj^nf^d to a fudden, miferahje and con- 
jteroptibfte f^\d age !t How often is tiie peace 
jandJi^pinrf^ of famiiies diftoirbed, and 
liow naany fcti^w of giak and wk^^dnefi 
^e pcpftfioosd by it i Let nac then eihosTt 
|c^ to RYflid widi all yaxm care ajiid dijir 
gf^e this ;gr«»t and powerftaJ wil . Let 
nothiipg ift«r9pt you to .diihonoqr you^tfelves 
T)y a y^e ie , mean and immaniy, Learji 
to prefer the filent but exquifite d^glits of 
temperance and innocence to all the mad 
19^4 poli**ed jpyp it can aSkx y<m. .He- 
lp(iei3Eit>er ih»t this vice ftand* oo»4eipned 
in&rijprtwe, amoaag titc bladoaft^ ^ndfijch 
a$ in; particular uai^t ns for die Idbg^am 
of heaven. Be not decmved : neither far^ 
Jti€0tw$^ fwr . adidttrarsy nor ihiems^ mr 

exT ^ 
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eHt(^tiomn^ nor drunkards JbaU^ inherit tb/ 
i^n^dam of G^d md ^ Chriji. * 

An4 if P^ny of you aye unhappily brought 
mi^cr the powejr oi this fin, let me again 
call upon you to oonfider what you owe 
to ypur families, as well as to God and 
to yourfelves. How happy may you make 
thofe who have » right to expcft every 
thing from you, by abftaining from this 
vice. I am fenfible that there is no ha- 
bit which it requires more refolution to 
conquer and fubdue than this. It requires 
rule as well as refolution. You muft lay 
down to yourfelves fome wholefome regu* 
lations, a plan of life and conduct that 
may keep you put of the reach of tempta- 
tion i fome limitations within whi^h your 
virtue will be fecure, and which you muft: 
minutely and r^ligioufly obferve, if yoij 
mean to fecure it. By thefe means,' if ftea* 
dily periifted in, and by the grace of God 
which will never be wanting to the endea- 
vours pf virtue, you will infallibly break 
th« power of the moft. rooted and invete* 
rate habits. Every vi^ory gained will add 
ilren^th to your virtue ; and every future 

Y 4 con^ 
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conqueft will be ftill ^afier. Be not then 
difcouraged by the difficulty .which you 
liiuft firft engage ; but remember that this 
difficulty, if not foon encountered, will be- 
come greater. Remember th^t it- is this 
difficulty which makes it virtue ; thait the 
greater the difficulty the greater will be 
the virtue of conquering it ; that you will 
thus gain the fatisfa£lion of proving your 
own fmcerity, of making fome atonement 
for your paft mifconduil, and of offering 
up an acceptable facrifice to God. 

And for thofe who are yet happily 
ftrangers to this vice, a little ^refcdutien 
and refleflion will arm them ag^inft it! 
It "is difficult to break the force of bad 
habits J but it is eafy to avoid contraafting 
them. Avoid idlenefs and badcompimy, 
vvhich chiefly expofe you - to ten\pta*ions 
from without : and you will have littfc to 
oppofe from appetite and inclination: with^ 
in.' For this vice is wholly unnaturah 
Nature always revolts, till corrupted fay 
cuftora, againft it. Be always thisaefft- 
ployed in the bufmefs of your profeflionw 
Reflefl on the diffprente bi^twi^t thfef^who 
live foberly and orderly" among your ac- 
quaintance, and thofe who fpcnd their fub- 
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flaace^ their licdtSh as well' as fortune Id 
riotous Eving : and afk ybiirfekes which!^ 
of thde two (Charafters yoii wbuld chufe 
for your own. Make^ the former your 
exanjples, your conipanions ^nd friertdsi' 
and feun the company and mekuigs of ihc^' 
latter, as you would an infedted air, vAoi^ 
der to prefervi? your health. '^ ■ ' - 



V. i 



? ^Laftly,* Let me exhort you to extend the^^ 
^od principles cWjth which you yhere fet; 
out through the whole of 1 your life and 
Gohverfation. Remember that you carry- 
^ccy .where with you the chara<5ler of men,^. 
and of chriftianst Let that prudent care" 
which hath led you early to provide for 
your future well-being in this life, be ex- 
tended to your greateft and only true in- 
tereft, your happinefs in the next. Be ' 
careful to lay up for your/elves treafures in 
keaveni that when all the provifions, com- 
forts and friendfhips of this life fhall fail, 
you may be received into an ^verlafting 
habitation. If it be your prudence to pro- 
vide agaiAft infirmity, age and misfortune 
hi^e ; what folly, inconfiftence and mad- 
nefs will it be to negleft thofe provifions 
which are neceffary to your eternal well- 
being hereafter ? All other focieties fhall 

fails 
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fyHi. bvtthk fHstll cctntlaiie for ef\^cr, Tins 
]dngdom of £hfi0f ihidl have no and. 
Hi* xhiirch - fhali mdius .thcouglunit aii 
ikgl«0^ Atmdn; 41 yi)ur engtgements then, 
yQur coKittediont and rdatums hcrf» ^ 
<sv0r mbvJM. of .thftt ^intusil coiQoUiiiky 
of whiph jrou arc ineDmbsrS) that better 
kingdom to whifih yoii belong. In ^1 your 
dealings with men, remember to &6i by the 
law pf COfrt^ 5 : that ivhen you leawi this 
perilling m\it»fel« ibciety, you may gain 
iJM ^h^p of.iellQWsCscizens \ri^ die:ik^iiti 
m tbe ' ii«avBjiiy y&ttfiiim ; <7 ;^£ry .^u^u:^ 
fi^tb fittn^iamt imsuKt^ble and. eA^RH^- 
50li^ imildfr and maker is Goo. ■■,,> 
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jis this difcpurfe may fajl info fie hands of 

fome nffho are nof well provided wifh 1)ooh 

of devotion^' I iave added two fray ers for 

Morning and Evening : which T recDntr 

' mend to be conjianfly ufed by fhofe who have 

. 719 better form} at hand. 

.A MORNING PRAYJSJl. 

OLORD, to whom I owe my^ lift 
juiii fvery comfcxt ci it, I moft 
hambly pray that I may live always mind- 
fkl of my dependeace upon thee, {ifiid t^ 
mercies I have receiAred from thp^. May 
I cotiiider that no aftion, irmvi Or thowglit 
of mine is luiknovm to thee ; ?i|kl therefore 
be at idl times careful to thi»k, to (peak, 
and to do what is right* As I hope to be 
eternally happy, let mae ferioufly attend 
to tjiofe. duties which «auft Ratify me #bf 
being fo. Grant that I may keep it always 
uppermoft in my thoughts, that thy favour 
is only to be obtained by the holinefs of 
my life, and by doing in it all the good 
in my power. Let it be ever in my heart 
to do all kind offices, and to promote peace 
and happinefs among my neighbours. May 

I 
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i be true and faithful to all my cngage- 

jnentsj ?fpecially tp the pronjiifes and yows 
of obedience wjiich I have made to thee — 
to govern my paffions — to cprreft jn my- 
felf every- vicious piclinatiofi — to kee| m| 
^bpdy in tei^perance, fobernefs ^nd chaftity 
— to be true and Juft in. all my dealings — 
and to do to others what I (hould in their 
cafe expeft them to do unto me. Give, me 
Jiealth and ftrength chearf uUy to go tJirougl; 
the duties of my calling, glefs the labour 
0f 'my hands, and accept of my. horieft m^ 
duftry; as a part of the duty I owe to thee, 
as well as to my family and country. Let 
»a temptations of pleafure or of profit rati 
me of my hooefty and virtue. In thy fa- 
wcur^d the hope of thy eternal mercy I 
ihdi be happy in whatever ftatioh of Hfe' 
tkpo |ut pleafed to place me. Let this hope 
^my comfort,, my refuge and fupport in 
^ circumftanc^s • through Jefm Cbriji our 
Loh), in whofe name and words, 1 pray 
for jdl aiMiJund ; Ouffatber, &c. 
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An EVENING >R^ 

OL O R D, who, haft prefervcd me this 
day, I blcft thee for thus continuing 
thy care of, andgoocbefs to me. Grant/ 
Aat I may ftiewmy. thankfuhiefs by my^ 
iiricere endeavours to perform thy will in' 
a}l things. I mofthvunbly beg forgive^^ 
6efs of every fin that I have committed;* 
and it is lifcdwife my mo^ eameft prayoT: 
that I may never fo dangeroufly deceive 
myfelf, as to think thou wilt forgive my 
fins, if I do not forfake them. Let it:l», 
my firmeft belief that nothing can reconir* 
mend me to thy favour, if I do not lead mL' 
holy and ufeful life j and that when I iHoviC 
myfelf in any kind of guilt, even my pray-i 
ers will be an abomination to thee. Give* 
me grace fo to live, as always in thy;pre*-^ 
fence : and fince all my aftion^ and thoughts • 
are known to thee, kt me neither in deed 
or will be guilty of any thing that can 
difpleafe thee. Enable me to improve in 
virtue and goodnefs ; to correft in myfelf 
eyeiy bad habit, and to refift every vicious 
inclination. May nothing difturb my reft 

this 
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this night. Vouchfefe me fuch refreihing 
fleep, as may fit me for the duties of the 
following day. Thou alone knoweft how 
near my death may be j and as every day 
brkig» nie nearsr tor ity grant that I may 
become every day fitter for it. Prober ali 
wha have done mke good ; pardon all who 
have defigned me evil : and grant that wd 
may at kft meet m peace wckd love in thf 
ev^htfting kingdom^ through Jifus Ob^Ji 
oitr Lord and Savicpuf ^ in whole name and 
words, I fartheir pray t Our Fatbeff C0€^ 
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The lord's PIIAYER, 

jis it is fung irp ir, CytA-n'f ^Hv^tit, 
after the l:k:tt^t!k OH BiH part cf the 
Catechism. •' - •• '' '^'^^-^ 

FATHER of afl/ be tfedi;^^ . 
In heaven ^rwT eartli a^or*d > , 
Earth is thy footftool, heaven thy throne. 
Thou univerfalLord. ' " 

II. 

What power to praife thee and obey 
Thy grace to man hath giv'n, 

That praife and duty let him pay. 
Till earth referable Iwaven. 

III. 

This day be bread and peace our lot. 

All elfe beneath the fun 
Thou knows't, if beft beftow'd or not ; 

And let thy will be done. 

IV. 

Thy love expefting, let us love. 

Relieved, let us relieve ; 
Thy pity let our pity move. 

Forgive, as we forgive. 

When 
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, . V.' 
^^hen from without temptations come. 

Or lufts in^ame within. 
Thy grace defcend and fave us from 

The greateft evil. Sin. 

VI. 

Supreme in power all nature w^ts 

Obedient at thy call j 
O firft, O laft, for thought too great, 

O fource afid end of all. 
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TRUE AND FALSE 

DOCTRINES, 

A Sermon preached at St. Chad's, Shrewsbury, 
September 2J^, ^7^9* 
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PREFACE. 



THE following difcourfe was occa»- 
fioned by a fennon preached in my 
church, fo contrary to tU^ feptiments of 
religion which I wifh tQ imprint, and am 
always inculc^tijig pn the minds of my 
hearers, that; I thqi^ght myfelf obligei 
on the ftrft opportunity, to give my tefti- 
mony againft it. The preacher is a per^ 
fon of known learning, ?md, as I am in- 
fomed, a principal leader gfldong thofe 
who are called methodifts. The parti- 
cular tenets which gave this oflFejice, and 
the. rafli, unguarded terms in which they 
were expreffed, I forbear to mention. 
They are too well remembered by many 
of thofe who heard them ; and it is pro- 
]jf^blc tha,t this difcourfe will fall; injto 
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the hands of few others. It is now pub- 
Hfhed at the rcqueft of many, not with 
a view to inflame the minds of angry afid 
contentious men, or to kindle an un- 
chriftian fpirit of ftrife and bittemefs 
againft the teachers of thefe do<5trines# 
On the contrary, there is no one, as all 
who know me will teftify, more for- 
wari than I have ever been, to do juftice 
to their good intentions ; to the piety and 
other virtues of thofe who "pe^tonls^ 
them;' and even to the €3temp*aty zeiti in 
thfeir parochial duties of nKtoy of their 
paftoFd? no erne, as all who h«ar me 
wfll teftify,^ more carefuJ to iflctdcate the 
duties of cajidour and forbearance^ and 
tiie lAoft exDen^v^ charity to thofe who 
differ in opinion from m. But ^ when 
^t firft principles of religion ieem to be 
deierted, axid the firft dutiesr of it fuperr 
feded as ^itlefs and unnecefTary y when 
the goodneis and moral attributes:^ of the 
Adty are indire^^ly arraigned, and this 
with an undoubtiftg cw^encef, and an 
air imperious and decifive, tending tb 

blind 
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Of. the vulgsu-j£ tto> /«f!lkAth ii Wlw mait 

-dlnrtih: it cwAof; j&e/ |{abc(X)&io^ ^ids 
ta warn fch<3it witfc tr^omri.amTiilnocmu 
edj againft being deceived mMh ^xsin 
words 5 — againft haftily believing that 
their own paftor is a fetter forth of falfe 
do6faines, ^nd preaches another gofpel in- 
ftead of that of Chrift, when he teaches 
them, ^s he always does, that religion is 
defigned to enforce the practice of piety 
and all good woiita, ahd that the end of 
all it's doftrines anc} inftitutions, as, well 
as of it's precepts, is holinefs of life. With 
this intention I put this difcourfe into 
their hands, which in many parts of it 
has no immediate refermqe to th€ fer- 
mon that occafioned it, but to other doc-^ 
trines that are fuppofed to ftand con- 
nefted in the famo fyftem with it; and 
in which fome of the boldeft aflcrtions 
there advanced are for the reafons above- 
hinted, over-looked. The little time that 
could be had for preparing it, will ex- 
^ 4 c^fe 
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cufe the want of accuracy and method 
t&r^wiU biB dl>fcrved in it.' Xs'^ 
«ohW ttoi bb ttHttOed without aisar iSb- 
dcffing the whole, it is here printed wlh 
^ttf lt»3e JHi»8dhf6ftt, juft ife - it ^^ 
preached. 
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J John iy* l. 

Bclpved^ belifve npt ey^ry fpirit^ but try, tb^ 
fpirUs vobetbet they are of God. 

IT )s remarkable, that from the 
firft cftablifliment of chriftianity^ 
even m the times of the apoftlc? 
()IQOCli themfelves, it fliould be thought 
ncceflkry to caution men againft falfe teach- 
ers and reducing fpirits, who corrupted 
the (incere milk of the word, and led men 
l^lxay from the ways of truth and godli- 
hefs, ' ^ 

No fooner were the epiftles of St. Taut 
tranfcribcd and read in the churches, than 
over^curious and fpeculative men put their 
own comments upon them, and made 
them fpeak doftrines contrary to the mind 
pf the apofUe and to trye religion ; in which 

e0le\ 
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ipijiks of our beloved PauU faith St. Prf^r, 
there , are fome things hard to be undefjtooi^ 
which they that are mkamid and uHftabk 
wrefi^ as they do fljfo the other fcriptures^ 
^to their own dejlrit^ion. * It was proba*. 
bly fome hafty and erroneous cpnclufions 
drawn from hence, which St. James fets 
himfelf to confute in his general epillle ; 
in which he caution? his readers againft 
entertaining too high an ppinioh of thfe 
efficacy or virtue of faith ; as if it were 
necefiarily produfVive of obedience, or 
ccMild make any com^raifatioii fi& ^ waitt 
of obedience. JMfy brethren^ faith he, what, 
doth it profit y ij a man fay I have ffith and 
have not works F Canffiibfave hiiH f ^^ 
me thy faith without thy wprksy tindl^ifgnJf 
Jhew thef my faith by iny works. 

Men. havtt ever been fond of placing 
their religion in opinions more than in 
praftice, of dividing into fe£ls and parties, 
laying I am of PatJy 1 am pf ^i^oihsi, 4n4 
I^pf Cephas^ em^oyihg tlbeir itil dbQUt 
matters of little moment iand of doubtful 
di^tatkm, .inftead of applying the great 
and plain truths of tti? gpofjJcl to the 

a^men<^ 

* 2 Pet. iii. iQ. t Jamtiii. 14» \9. 
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amftndmcnt of thieix lives, and purificatioit 
of their hearts. Hence the kingdom of 
Chrift is divided againft itfelf. Scripture 
and authority are pleaded for contradic- 
tory opinions, and where thefe arc found 
infufficicnt, the witnefs of the fplrit . is 
ipmctimes prefumptuoully called in, and 
immediate infpiration or illumination from 
heaven indirc(9tiy, if not openly, challenged, 
to authorize dodrines that are a reproach 
to reafon as well as chriftianity^, 

Our Lord Aerrfor? early forewarned his 
followers to [beware of falfe teachers and 
pretended prophets who (hould come in 
his name. And the apoftle in the text ad^ 
moniihcs us not to believe every pretjncis 
to revelation, or to a coramiffion from 
heavfen, but to try the fpirits whether they 
are of God, and have a well-grounded 
clwm to his authority- 

An excellent and plain rule for judging 
pf the tiTith and importance of religioRis 
doftrines, as well as of the danger and dif- 
ferent degrees of malignity in error; and 
which is yet of more confequence to us, 
of our own proficiency in religious duties, 
f have lately laid before you in the words 

of 
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of o»r blesflfed SayioQr, By their frttits' jap 
fiall know tbtm^* ' ~ u .j. 

There is yet another teft bjn which, we 
may try r^^us opinions, as exten&re 
in it's ufe and as eafy inthe ap^icatioii 
wlikh is, by comparing them with the 
pr^t leading principles of religion, fooh 
as are univerfally acknowledged tpvbe. eff 
fential and fundamental to it. 

In religion, as in all other paits^ of 
knoTfledge, there are fprne firft^^llowtd 
truths, from which there Hesno app^ 
whkk are eidier implied in the;.i«ery'ide:| 
of Helicon, or are however every wrheieaci* 
knowk^^ed and received for tsaep^whidi 
want no argument to inforce them>' as^ 
can fcarcc by any argument be madedearM! 
o# plkiner than they are. Such are tiide 
tlurt: follow; that Qod is die rigbrtcoiM 
goiv^pr of the world; that h^lo^a^ 
t^hteoufne^ and hateth iniqnityT^.duit 
he is a rewarder of them that 'd9tgeQ% 
ieek him^ and that he will nqf \tt,:tht 
guilty go free — that man is.cndowed widb 
a fetulty of underftanding. to .xtifcemrbei' 
,■ .' . •;.• :' . '• .: .' ■ .'V -ViMisids^ 

^ Matt. vii. J 6. 
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twixt good and evil,: and with a wiH ot 
flower to chufc or rdiife 4he ievil or thd 
good — that. he is the creature of Gddv 
and accountable to him for the ufe of 
tibofb &culties or powers jttid oh&gti to 
ticert them in a right manner t<^ward5 
€tod ami himfelf as wdl as hk neighbour: 
m:a wordy that he is obliged^ as he ten^ 
dent the £»vour of his m^er and judge^ 
to pra&ife^hat is good and to avoid v^hafe 
is evil. 

* 'tMc are: truths which fliine by their 
6mi tight'r "tvhkh are every where iuppc^ 
ibdi^ vaad often appealed 10 in'. the,impt» 
twses,; zad ^wi^out whkh lur reHgion that 
defervesito be. called, ratidnttl/cai^ bp iiip^ 
|R^(ctd ta Q]dft. Thefe princqdes^ whatever 
dfe ^m. : n^iy ^ doubt about, : fauft reaam 
mdifyxAbLs They cajumt^ , without Ifha^ 
kis^ the fiuandatbns cf/reH^n idia^ bo 
brafl^ji^ in^queftion^ Thsyrare^ indeed itlote 
very jteafon . and meaning; jof jsdl iielipM^ 
iwJhout/.whidr it would cbe.a .vasaiagd 
ienfidb^firthing^ Thele then arer;a ftandacd 
or teft^ hy which we may in n»nyi ca£» 
dtetennine about religious opinions^ ami 
difcover the error and malignity of falfc 
doftrinejs* Truth is always uniforitiy and 

every 
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ereiy tnitk' ^eoiififtenl! vit&i -evbry;. odiiar; 
hLsctAicc words, «4ttsver' cdntcadi^ > 
known truth muft be fs^. New! the 
truths we halve herd laid jAoKfn apo.ivk^ 
iff It re<|uiA» nxy ktqriikig br hpiaads 
kntmriedge to' camprebenid ^ thejr dre: ob^ 
vroB» to eveiry capadty» and contdockig td 
eyiuy underAa^Utig. Meft m^ dackon 
c^wiiel by wonlB without knowtedge^ om^ 
oUcur^ the bitighteft t^iths by (c^plMftry 
and words without meaning, but if -we 
confront their reafbnings with, or weigh 
dtdh iri the baiance a^ainft i^de mo* 
BKtitous add ftlf^evident truths, 'their.Ta» 
Hifijr and cakpSmih' wili. readily appfite. 
'Fluty xnjry finddiffiokk tsats of ktiptaa^ 
vAdchf when ' takett > b^p ' tfaeaafei^es^ xas)^ 
bt^'ittjide to fennd in favour of Ae fttfntgv 
eft dofl^es: but be aflurMt^ that iha 
£Mfe «f thde, when, taken in teimeftioa 
with- <dte whole,: sviH eeer be found' asgsb- 
able td the tnrfhs before psi). bonuft 
Ood cannot deii^ himfell^ &oit fan wovi 
and ln$> will be lat variance; wifdiharafe*> 
tnttutw, and mtk tifae platar diflitttar «f • 
comfcience,: whidi is: the voicfr of God 
within u«, .. 

■ ■ ■ . -..ti 
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i.:can[Q^ doubli; th« i^iTent of ^very one 
vf^-h^^ vsmi ToaflTift you m thq ap- 
piic^t^ of thw», or rath§r to fli^w liiat 
you can w^t i^p affiWiaace but the exec- 
cife of your own reafon* I fliall point 
qint i^f, uf«<:of them m i>aK particular 

rW'^^'^P^y >^ ^^ v^ ^^ that ijhe law 
0f: jQp^; i» fo ■ P"'^ ^^ perfe6t,^ tb^ "Vire 
ci^^iot) wit^'ora? bed: endeavoursj equ^ it; 
b^ ^a^ice, but muft in very many in^ 
:Q:3i}^rfaU: i^rt c^ it ; and> at the (smi^ 
li^Bc^y ;^at nothing but univ^ial :aad un^ 
i^api^tt^d obedignf e wMl be accepted at hia 
hai4^j,.that the leaft fins of the Jeaft of 
hJB: cisaJ^ep^ ar<> of infinite guiifc i« hiifi 
fight ;f ti^t no amends can be made m. 
pardon Qhtw»ed for any fins th^t ar« pfift„ 
by! mj^timce andr % better obedieiiee for 
tie fjitwre J that God. has no mefojp bait 
in co|iA»qi;HBn«ce of the mediation and in* 
tiVfiiS^ «f Chri^:* this ia plainly jre- 

pre&nt^ 

* Sonift of the leaft exceptionable paflages. in the fer* 
IBtttt itliifeh 2«v« occafioo to thi$, were the Ibtbwing : 
93uvw. ^r» «» //■«/* /«/, Te havi littl* fins y»n muft hav$ 
a iitih Gtd, Gtd hath ne mtrty but thnvgh Chrifi th* 
rtiunur. 
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prefenting God as an hard ta£k*mafte4 
reaping where he hath not iinht, and ga« 
thering where he hath riot ftrewcSd; as 
requiring mere from us than he hath gtven 
ws power to perform; and is cdntrary to 
all the principles we havclaid down. 

The law of God does not indeed allair 
of any difpenfation for fin of aitf Idod 
or degree. It would be a contradi^on m^ 
tfcrmS to fuppofe this. For^what is fii|\ 
but the tranfgreffion of the law ? aiid^ Hitf^ 
law cannot certainly permit the tiraiif^rd'^ 
fion pf itfelf. But the ri^teoufnefsu of . 
God, as governor of the world, iitt^^ 
tliat he is g^cious and mift-dful, as wdi. 
as jiift : that hfe fiibjefts are fufficient^ 
indulged aAd encouraged; that merciful 
allowances >^riU be made for the unav^oid- 
Able mfiriAities of our nature; ahd that 
even, for greater crimes, upon ant fincere 
fepentattce aftd amendment, we fhalt be 
forgiven, and in fome dejgree r^x>red to 
favomr. This is the voice of reafon tod 
equity. And it is the voice of fciipture^ 
too. For what faith the old teftament? 
God will not be extreme to mark what is 
done 4tmifs. He knowetb whereof we are 
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wade; and remembereth that nve art hut 
^f^^ -^iJfthe nvicked forfake Ms way^ and 
the tmrtgbteous man his thoughts : and let him 
fSium unfit the Lord^ and he nvill have mercy 
upon, htm f and Unto our G^d^ for he "will 
abundantly pardon. \ And what faith the 
new ? Repent^ and be converted^ that your 
J^i may Be blotted out. % If '^^ ^onfefs our 
Jfiii God is faithful and jujl to forgive us 
(far fns^ and to ckanfe us from all unrigh^ 
^vufiiefs.^ This is clear and precife, and' 
the^ cofftraiy tenets which admit no Alle- 
viation of fin in any cafe, or of pardon 
i^n repentance, are plainly repugnant to 
llripture as well as reafon, and to that 
liiercy and goodnefs, which by both we are 
tliitght to afcribe to the divine Being. 

It is certain that the pardon of fin, ten- 
dered as it is by the gofpel to the greateft 
finners, upon their faith and repentance, 
and including, as it always does, not only 
a remfflion of the penalty due to it, but 
ail.tliat latitude of grace and favour which 
is hnplied in the chriftiaji falvation, that * 
is, a tefforing the penitent to the hopes 
- A a of 

*. f Pftilm cxxx, 3. ciii. 14. t ^^*« Jv« ?• 

t A&i iiu 19, § ^ John i. 9. 
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6£ lica^rt stnd itj^raortialityj is at^yt, t^ 
prefci?^cd m tl^ writiftgs of the apoftl^s, 
a&.proctired for us by the Jnerits of Chriit. 
But tbi« whole difpeofatbw, the redbi^- 
tion of the world by Chrift, is itfeljf afcii- 
bed t6 the. orijginal goodnefe and love of 
God to; mankind,. ^ it^ raoviti^ c^ufi 
The language of fcripture is^ Go4/p Ip^ei 
tins -wgrldi that he ga^e bis- onfy b^oftefi 
fin.* In this wa^s manifefi^d the l^e of 
God, t^efds us, that he fent btse^fy ifgClf" 
ten Jm intp the world, -f. He was', made ta 
m of Gody wffdom, righteotifnefiy fft^^y^p^ 
tion, md reden^tiott,% The lajcigu^^, of 
our. bl^ed Lord is, that he was fm*.,/l$^ 
pinttdof Gody th/ft he earn not todfl kis 
own wHk but the will^ of his father w^id 
Jent him. Who then fliall tell us, that Cod 
hatkfprgoit^n tobegraeiousy and Jj^tk J^t 
up his loviiitg kindnefs injifpleajj^et 

Kext> if >ye are taught that %M Vf^^s 
are of no. account, and that our ttftf. obe- 
dience will avail us nothing., ii^ th^, jli^ht 
of God ; this is contrary t^ ^U thffifp- 
ciples we hs^ laid down,, deftrq^a ^If^th^ 

notions 



» John iii. i6. f i John ir, g. 

J I Cor. i. 30.. 
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iiQti($a$ Wei have of God's moi-al govern- 
xtiQVit of the wofld^ and reduces religion, 
as we fhall prefently fee, to a fyftera of 
myftery and fpeculation only, rather than 
ft mdft of life and conduft. 

K i$ certain that cmr beft works can 
jpve us no claim ]of right on the juftice 
of God, We have already received more 
at his hinds than all our fervices can re- 
pay. Our works and obedience have no 
foerifc g£ this kind- But if God has any 
Bwrcy, gtace, or favour for his creatures, 
and) it id fwely impdous to doubt this, it 
laittfl:' be obedience, a right conduct, in 
o[tihter wdi^, tightpoufnefs and holinefs of 
life, which recommends us to his favour. 
Thf finincr canhot be as the righteous in 
his fight. The great end of government 
b to fecure obi^ence in the fubjeft, and 
the only title to favour in the fubjeft 
mufj: be obedience to the governing ppw-^ 
pr. We cannot fo much as fuppofe any 
covenant between Gocf and marl, but this 
imift be the condition on the pairt of 
man. Accordingly we are every ' where 
told, that Ood ivill judge every man ac^ 
cording to bis works * — that they that have 
A a 2 done 

* Rom. ii 6, 
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done gpod Jball go info life eternal^ and they 
that have done evil into everlafting punijh^ 
ment.^ 

But fierfe iriottiet part of tlie fyftein I 
mentioned comes in aid of this dodhine. 
It will be faid that faith is the fubftitute 
of good worksr,: and the ottlf ftij^liatifdi 
condition of accisptance with God, atid that 
we ar^ exprefsLy told by St. Pauty that we 
are jufiified by faith without the deeds of 
the law. -f This is one of the paflages of 
fcripturej which as I have above faid, are 
frequently abufed to a fenfe quite forelgja 
^ the truth. By faith is here plainly 
meant, embracing the gofpel, and the jus- 
tification mentioned, has no relpc^, ripr 
pf n with propriety be applied to tlie pre- 
fent fl:ate of chriftiansi but to thofd oijy 
who ha4 lately en^braced the gofpel, who 
liad jbeen copyerted from Jews anii Gen- 
tilesy and become Chriftians; HThefe, on 
their receiving th^ gofpel-, or profefling 
their faith in Chrift^ were admitted %p a 
pardon for all their paft fins^-. which is the 
thing meant by juftification, ^nd^w^ Sg- 
nificantly reprefented to them by baptifiri, 

which 

♦ Matt. xxr. 46. f Roilm. iii; sS. 
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whi^ch denoted the w0{hlng away of fin. 
They were admitted to a new ftate of. trial 
and probation by the grace and favour of 
God, not for any works pr merit of their 
own : bijt were undoubtedly expefted from 
that time, and are every where in fcripture 
c^alled upon, to lead holy and chriftian 
Uves, and to b? fniitful in ^every gqod 
word and work, without which they could 
never hope tp be finally pardoned, juftified, 
or faved. 

Obedience to God muft, as I faid, be 
the condition upon which his pi'dmifes 
are fufpendcd. This obedience in it's 
principle, as it reiides i 
of the heart, vyjii^h is 
ed by G9^ tlig fe^rch 
tp yvhi(jh we myft Ipol 
fader of the man; o 
it's prinqp^e, is a total 
man, of his wiH and a 
and law of God. Jn it 
both faith and good w< 
rely with ablbliite fecui 
and fa^thfulnpfs — to h 
hath prQniif94 iiQis ab 
Xo fubmit our under|i:auding to his truth, 
Ijpw myftcrious foever it may appear ; ?in4 
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to commit dur fouls uftto him in wcllr 
doing, as untd a merciful citatdr j -e^pbft- 
ing his mferciea delated fti Chrift JSefiis, 
how unmeritejdt foever, how incomprehehw 
fible fbever, arid wrapped up from'dtrr 
knowledge in the dai^khds 6f futUnfyi 
And thius is the virt«e- of' faith^ ' in it*s 
whole extent, included' in obedience, and 
derives' all it's value in the fight <ff Ofc((} 
froni the prinfciple I "hiye irtintibnied: ' - 

But we are not yet got far enough ii; 
this la'b^rinth of error. We (h^^'next 
be told, that we are utterfy incrffiiaWe of 
perfowaing any goodwbrks ; that'ihfe b^R 
works 'of t^eb'^ft of Ifiea are Heiti^H^ 
fin J that' cur nature is fo im^k^^i^ 
fiorrupttd by the fall of our fiift^ j[)ar^n», 
that we hjfve no power Or wjll' f o jpefule 
the evil and cht 
produce any ace 
nefs i that notv 
Higs of Gtonfcier 
to repentance, n 
tnifeS, threatenii ^ 

holy life, we dannot' believe or rej>6nt ^ 
we are oVer-rukd by f&6 irrefiffiMtf- gf&t^ 
of God- working itt us k> will an^ to do 
of his good pleafui^. 

But 
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But where now is* the righteous go* 
verninent of the world ? Is it poffible that 
tJod Aould ekttQ: from his creatures what 
he h^th.indde-thcm unaWte to perform? 
Thit'he IhoQld mock them by his pro^ 
iiiAfcS, and hold out rewards to their obe- 
dience when they can never obey ? And 
let me afkj if we hive not the power of 
iJ6ii4g good, have we the power of 
domg evil ? Btjt this power cannot be 
S^thbiit the other. To be giiilty of fin, 
iinplifes the power' of not committing it, 
^o ehufe the evil is to refufe the good, 
Whatever we do from necefljty and not 
fTOm choice, cannot properly be called our 
doing, and certainly can neither be moral-n 
}y good nor evil. Is not this then to charge 
God fpoliftily, and to n 
author of fin? Will not 
fmners upon tins pjinciple 
exetife at hand. — // ^s he 
uiy and not njoe otcrfeives ; tz 
vet Jihd jttult^ for wh bath t 
But is it then true, that 
thus totally corrupt, that 
^principle of virtue, or gooc 
within us? ^ Is the love of 
jieighbour unnatural to the 
|5 it human nature to be 

A a 4 tS:^ 
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is/ unkind and cruel to our neighbmirs?- 
Is it a crime, as theapoftle fuppofes, to\ 
be without natural aflfeftipn, and yet arc 
all our natural afFpftions criminal ? Isit- 
the common fentimcnt of mankind to abi-- 
hpr that which is gopd ? Arc we no^, pn * 
the contrary, piade to revcr^ncp virtt»^ 
and piety wherever we kt them> and t<^^^ 
deteft and abl^ior "the more flagrant cha- * 
rafters of vice and impiety? i»not tiui^ 
principle in fome degree fccn evcft in tbadi 
Tt^n i And does not every m^n^is jcb«fci^ - 
cnce, .when it reproves him fpr finj^^^rel^^ 
clftim aloud in liis ear ^at it w» in li»t 
pQSi^r to. avoid it ? If this dt^rinc be tru^'^ 
th^e is an end of aU virtue and iSK>tsi5y^^^^ 
of alV reafon and religion at once, * - ^% 

Thp de^r?ivity - of n^ankiiu}, and; tbei^^' 
n2^ur4 propenfity to evil, will be rea(% 
aqJft^PMrledged ; .. that me are drtnpn afidf 
of,9UK-^n Ivfii and entifed'y that f^r jfe^ - 
lufig^ «^aiitft the fpiriti and Uttzt there ila ' 
lai» in mr members marring o^oi^_ tife hw^ 
ef imr minds, and irif^gi^g «i i^i^ ea0y-} 
vi^y to the law of Jtni TJiffe difficoltiej-'- 
God hath thought neceflaiy, to exercil? 
cur faith and prove our virtue. ' But th? 
fcrlptui^ affures us, that we may 'wdk 

after 
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mfter ti^ Jj^rit ard n^t fu^l the k^s «/ the 
flejb} that in this C3.ky Jff Jhall not have 
ike dommhn ever ifs j that if we refift the 
devil he will Jtee from us ; that even with- 
out the law, men might Ay nature do the 
things contained in the law, that under 
the law many perfons wrought righteouf- 
nefsy f and, as we may fuppofe, l^ke Ze-- 
fharias and his wife Elizabethy walked in 
aU jbe commandments and ordinances of the 
fj^rdy blamelefs.^ The fcriptures of the 
old teftamcnt w?re, as we are taught in 
th^iGCW, j profitable for doStrine^ for re-^ 
Pr^tfy J^ cor region, for inJlruBion in 
right foufnefs^ that the man of God might 
be f^e0^ thoroughly furnijhed unto alt 
good works. How much more then is ^ 
the grace of the gofpel fufficient for us ? 
Hpw much more is the faithful chrlr- 
ftian able to do all things through Chri^ ' 
that. Jlrengiherieth him ? § The fcriptures 
thi:o^glK)ut 2^ply to us^ as men capable of * 
deliberation and choice. They fometimes 
expr^fsly aflert this power, mid always 
fuppef^ it as flrongly as if it were expraf- 
fed* Behpldy I fet before you this day a 

il^jlng^ 

• Hcb^ XI. 3 J. t Luke i, 6. J 2 Tim. iji. rfi, 
* § Phil. IV. 13. 
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1 tali Udv^ ]ind mtrth'-to'^iiitnifs Ws ♦%,. 

fbat J 'hmfe fit' before ydk tife arid 'deatb^. 

bleffing tmd xurfin^^ ihei^^e cbufi Hfe.'^^ 

So "that the fenfe of the wholfe liaajt l!^ 

ej^irdjfed in thb wpirds of the fon of SjrV 

faiil): God made Omn Jrm the begifinh^f 

m in fh bihid pf iuchhhfil': 

', ti> ietp the nmmandfftefitSy aid 

acciptabiefaitkfuinefs, ]fl£< b^ 

*mt^r' bt^oritbet : Jlf^M'fM, 

iitp tvbetber fbou wHt, ' ^J^efht'r 

md dcatb, rndphftber bik ,//|«*J,f 

n^ffi.'f /■ ' / ;i • ' , ■ •; 

, •■■..■■ ru '■>■ 

tbnfeqaihtej trf" this Hbftrih^ 
f¥pm difcotiraging the abfettor^ 
: they have only led them Ixj 
r ^ftwti yet.fatthpr. Itisha- 
:, if mfen arfe tjhiverfeUy inca- 
pable o£ tfoing rightepuiheis, and without 
jighteouCieft dr holiiltjiv tio inan ft^- ice 
t^fci Lordi WTia thietti fhkli be fitvqid? ta 
this an?i tht t>thtr dlfficulfe. ttt^^nfcd, 
|heir ^.nfwfer is^ that to thofe whoth Gp4 

hath 

♦.Deut. xl. a6. xxx. 15, 19. f ffclo'f. xv. 

i4» *^» ^^« 
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Jiath detreed to { 
<rf hSiS nifere will £ 
^od difpofitioiis 
frdift tHe reft of 
Jus.' grace, fconvinc 
flie iilfinite guilt 
«6wn iiiabili|y.^c 
gdo'S J of their c 
deeftier, riot i^ril 
^tbiie for their Ti 
dWn pferfon fuffei 
theiri, ahd in hi 
law 1it thfeit fte'j 
ift'ftlfe' his ikvifig 
ffbin which timi 
of the (pint with 
oufiiefe of dirift 
dtilhefs; that th 
Of pardoiied, h\i 
number of God's 
of grdce thfey carixx^.. ^^^c^ 

tierjs rio^ Is an ealy \4r 
dl4y dafi 'bring theiniel' 
(t^hich infdeed feems riot 
wdrft of fiiiriers. It is ii 
ffeflhers, who by this account are nearel^ 
to the grace of God, and moft likely to 
be of the number of his ele6l. If the 
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hj^A of men are not fenfible tha^ ;thcy ure 
as bad as the worft ; if inftead of thanking 

God for the means of g ^ ' ' .^ "^ 

enjoy, for the helps and 2 
he hath voufhfafed them 
and godly life^ ifpr the 
word and facraments, foi 
things pertaining to life ^ 
inftead of endeavouring 1 
id4 in the knowledge' of 
thj^ are not carivinced tl 
iiath been beftowed upot 
if they are not convinci 

fted vs 

y to r 

f the] 

iiteouj 
guilt 

T thej 

j^oflri 

V how 

eavou; 

ayers 

:ure5 < 

1 men 

^ X if the; 
the merits of Chrift ; they 
the kingdom of God, ' 
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^hus the mercies of God are arrogated 
to themfelves, by ^ few perfons who pre- 
fome to deal out with* an unfparing hand, 
the judgments of heavfert againft others ; 
and yet charge with pride and prefump- 
tion the humble believer, whbfe faith 
<mly leads him to hope, with the poof 
publican^ that God will be mercifuf to 
him%aiiilner> and that his imperfeft eii-* 
deavours to ferve hitti' will be accepted, 
and his failures pirdoned through the 
rixerits of Chrift. 

Not content with robbing the righteous 
ot all hi?5 hopes, and turning the virtues' 
of the beA men into fin, they have ad-- 
dcd yet this above all, to entail the guilt, 
of Adam% fin upon all his pofteiity ; thixs' 
configning; all withbut diftinftion, ypiin^ 
and old, infant and fuckling, to Ae bii-^ 
nifhments of the next world, for no other' 
crime but that of being born in tiii's!^ 
ft couH hot be, expected, that the fcnp-' 
tiires ihovda warn us againft a doftririe Td 
Uiflikely ever to be thought of as this. 
A thoiifand volumes might have been 
written by the apoftles, without their fuf- 
pe6ting that an opinion like this could be 

con- 
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conceived by man. But happily, reafori 
And juftic& 4o< not more ihcnglj lecVAixa 
ag»ih^ t^^ H^Aiyings ttan'tfae Bcnp- 
turoi^! t^ffififtlYilf t -w^h uatfiormly teach 
11$, t]ia% Ged ivfit^d bavg aH: ntfih to be 
fai^^i* tk/ft: Ghrifi' MtA, for ali^'fr that 
Gp4 ba^k n»: pl^MJi^ein Mm that Setbf kuf 
rfithfr- tjiaf M JkouJd fffttrk ami- lwe.y% 
that if be baib. cmduifid- aU und^t fn^ it 
is that be, migbt have merey. upon oHl^ 
They i^ inhere fpeak o£ the knpvEted 
righteou&^fs of; Chrjft^ or fuppofe.fiie gmh 
of Adam's fin to be imputed to his pofle* 
rityj which cannot be believed without 
confoondii^g aU oiir ideaa o£ juftice and 
equity^ Q^ iflflj(?G^iKQ Hdttd, g^iilii. It "is- ik* 
deed- once ^d l^y St> Pauti thttt as. by the 
difohediencA <f me,^ many vifire nude fniiersi, 
ft by th obedience if onefitaU many be made 
rigbUeus, jj which i?. ^naoft tdic oittJy prf- 
fage of fcripturQ t^i; gii^ countenance to 
this dp(5trine. But the meaning o£' this, 
as I h^ve formerly, e^^ained to you at 
\ Wge, is only t}\at» as by the firffc man's 

I ' difobedience all m^ beoatne mostal, were 

! • • ■ ■ -'in^ 

♦ I Tin», ii. 4, t 2 Co?, y. i^ 

$ Ezek. xviii. 239 32. § Rom. xi, 3^. 
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iqoiuiced >y^ Jdam,} fp % th^ qb9dieiu;e 
of. Qhri/jt,. the vtr^ig^tioif t^ fciitenfe. «^ 
renji^yedi at| ^^e re%w«A to life ^n, wd* 
to.. ^^ hjOfi^S; of ^.hjipig^ iwnoataUty.. ^ 
Ml ^-(z»r, ^^Z^-^^, fis /« CbKifitJhaU a^hbe m^ 
4/w^* Tlys; is, fijffipjeQtly. ftxpl^ineii in. 
the ver^ pcecediiig. .4/^ 4lf .f^f ^«?'^. of-^ 
fence death feigned'^ t^ nrfxdf^-^judgpenii 
came upon all men to condemnation \ fo by 
the ri^eoy^efi. (^.otK^ tb^fyep gift (tfme 
u^n^^ all mn to j^fiific^tion <f li/je, f M4 
happily,. thQ ca^. of imputeii guilt i$ ck^ 
prijfely and largely Abated ia opue'of the 
J progl^,. ajjA thusr decided with a. fcwjref 
x^ebuke ODr thofe whp ch«M^d the ways o£ 
Otad with being; thus iineqj^j^, Tbg fofil 
thatjtmfth, it-Jhall- die. Xbf Jm,JMl noA 
be^r. the. imquity^^ of. the fatbmy neifiier ^aJl 
tije father bear the inigtity of th^.ft^i. tbfi 
rightitm^fr^tbe rigjif^ofis J^ k^- up fin Hm^ 
end the. vii^kednefi of the' 'm<lke4, jMi^ h 
upotthim.:^ , . . 

I wc)|uld\not be thought t<>^ be b^re. cm-^ 
furing and qon4€;auiing aU^who embrace 01* 

propa- 

* I Cor. xr. 21. t R-om. V. 17, 18, 19. 

t £zck. xviii. sa— 5^. 
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prd|iagatc thefe doftrines. Far be it from, 
me. We fee many dmong them eminent 
for their piety and virtue, and who wc 
doubt not will "bd faved for their works 
fake ;• whofe lives are indeed a reproach to 
many of thofe who too freely deride their 
Opirtions. And it is perhaps owing much 
to our own fault, that thefe opinions have 
fo far prevailed among us. 

The opcti negleft of piety and chriftian 
worfhip, and of the public exercifes of 
religion, among thofe whofe example - " 
ries weight and authority with it, 
inferred, as is natural, the lower c 
of men ; and hence they who mofl: 
to learn, deprive themfelves of tfie 
opportunities of learning; a cbnfequehce 
of which is, that a general ignorance of 
the firft principles of religion is attended 
with a general profligacy of manners. 
Diffipation of mind and inattention to 
all things ferious, and, of confequence, a 
want of all religious principle, is the pre- 
vailing charafter of the age. And, per^ 
haps, difcouraged by thefe appearances, 
and by the little fuccefs and the little 
countenance their labours meet with, they 
whofe office it is to call men to repen-« 

tance. 
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taiice, inftead of increafing their efforts,, 
have been more flack and remifs in their 
^ty than they ought. In this ftate of 
things, men of ferious minds, alarmed 
with the overflowings of wngodlinefs, may 
with the befl: intentions, have attempted 
to awaken a fenfe of religion in the care- 
lefs and inconfiderate ; but for want of 
judging rightly about the true caufes of 
this corruption, for want of a due knofw- 
ledg6 of the fcriptures, or of the proper 
^al^cations for interpreting them, from 
coitverfing with hooks of myftical piety, 
and the writings of thofe who ha4 Iwt 
Uitely emerged from the darknefs of po-^ 
gery, and, were ftill wandering in thp 
ihazes of fchool divinity, * and, who were 
, B b there- 

^ ^ It can fcarce I think be denied that tha writings of 
miiiy of dor firft reformerst and even th^'articlet of the 
chorchy in their mott obTion^ meanings jgive too JMCt 
^oontenance' to fome of the doftnnet bere controvertmi^ 
Theft haire indeed been interpreted in a diderent fenfe, b)r 
writers of the firft authority in the church. Thtiiititade 
of cobftni£tion feems to have been claimed and allowei 
from the beginning. ' It has been defended by almoft all 
idib b«f a ^mtiMn profefiedly upon them ; and they have 
cemiafy fer moro than a century paft, been generally by^ 
terpreted,' and that openly and ayowedly, and therefore, I 
hope honeftly, with this latitude. Bat it is fiill pain and. 
grkf to ingenuous minds to fubrcribe to forms, which in 

their 
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therefore in manyiwftancc$ bad mterpre- 
ters of the fcriptures, they haye fureljr 
erred from the right way tJirou^. 3. z«U. 
for God, bttt not according to fenowl^cdge^^ 
adopting opinions long fince exploded, ^d 
deforming religion with doftnrtest bigllly 
iiyurious to the honour of Gb4» an4 fub^. 
verfive of all the principles of mOr^ty. : . , 

The mifchiefs to be apprehended irord 
the prevalence of thefe opinions, are gi?eat 
and x)bvious; They expofe religicte tO: th* 
contempt of rational men, and ta ;l^ 
icofis of the prophane aijid impioits, M4}a> 

ilieir firft zpptsLTznce they cahnot approve* T mafl tberefof6 
earncilly join with thofe who wifh to fee the mlni&tti lb( 
Otti^chnteh relieved firom this bnxdeA ; from in^ich^ thoogh 
hofomd by the fame law, and formerly attached, at leaft aa 
firmly by prejadice to the rigid interpretatidil, the^miniflera 
of bar di£enting charches have found a way, and are» I. 
am ialbrfflcd» very generally allowed by their congragaii* 
onsy as well as by the magiftr^e» to jexempt ,t|ic^l»ea« 
'That there have been, and may ftiU fnbfift, many di^coi* 
ties in the way of attempting this alteration in oor national 
chureh; every thinking and candid per(b« will allow. 
And therefore* till this can b^ done* it fe^^is 4^^doty in ail 
Ito forbear complaining of their, foperiorsi and tp ji^gc 
charitably of thofe, who, in fubfcribing the {asne* forms, 
aiTome a liberty of diifering from them. in tbe. maiiiier, pf 
imerpretatipn ; and for which licenfe they m(iyj^w.(ttX74/ 
plead the tacit confent and allowance both of the church 
and ftate. 
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^^idtJ i>ig glad to epnclude that to be religi- 
ous is to be vifionary, and that pkty and 
devotion but ill accord with reafon and 
good fenfe. By deprying the ufe and ne- 
ceffity of good works, making the obedi- 
ence of Chrift ftand for the obedience of 
ehriftians, and placing religion in faith 
and opinion, they relax the obUgations of 
duty, flatter the ^nner with falfe hopes 
of pardon without reforming an4 aijiend- 
ing his life, put a mafk into the hands of 
shypocrify, and open a door to licentiouf- 
nefs* By denying the power of choix^e 
and freedom of will to n^en, they help 
them to. ail exciife for the worft of crimes, 
and make God, as I faid, the author of 
iiA. By afcribing all that is good in man, 
. to the over-ruling and irrefiftible power qf 
God, they deftroy the poffibility of virtue, 
the idea Qf a ftate of trial and probation, 
-and of the juftice of God in diftributing 
* rewards and punifhments. 

Let us then he content with the plain 
practical way to happinefs an^ faJivation, 
which reafon and confcience, iii concur- 
rence with the law and the gofpel, have 
ever prefcribed ; which is, by fearing God 
^nd keeping his cominandments^ by con- 
P b ^ fprmiJ\^ 
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fonning our lives to the rules and pre^ts 
of the gofpel, by bemg holy in all manner 
of cotroerfation and godlinefs ; u(ing thanikT 
fully and religioufly all the means of grace 
wc enjoy, humbling purfelvj^ under a 
fenfe of our unworthinefs, and of the ma- 
ny failings and imperfeftions in our bcft 
fervices, imploring the grace of God's holjr 
fpirit tP aflift and fanftify our entfeayour^, 
and relying at laft on the merits of Chrid 
for acceptance, through whom we bfve^r 
caved the atonement^ and ^ait in bo^ ^ 
eternal life. * . \. i:- 

In trying the fpirit? or judgiiigpfdofl* 

trines, which pri?tend tp derive-fropa Jiea*- 

ven, let us confult the fentim^nts of n^t- 

ture and the firft diftates of ^xmfirienee, 

which God hath >yritten in oiir liearts, anid 

therefbre cannot dec? ivp us. In interpret 

ting fcripture, let us take thefe aEi>d the 

light of reafon along with us, and, allow 

no conftruftions of them that are not con-- 

fonaM to thefe, and to the firft prin<:^les 

pf the oracles of God. Let us admit ao 

do6irine for divine, that is not confi^nt 

with the moral character of God^ an4 the 

Jionour of all his attritjutes ; his goodnefe, 

juftice, mercy, and truth, Wjiatever dqc- 

' trines 
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trines coincide vdth thefe, and wiA the 
plain precis of the gofpel j whatever 
doftrines give weight to the eternal laws 
of morality, to righteou&efs, temperance, 
and oniverfal charity, lead us to love God 
and goodn^, and to do the will of our 
father which is in heaven j thefe we may- 
admit for true : they Ipeak the language;, 
and breathe the fpirit of the gofpel. On 
the contrajy, whatever do6trines diipehle 
^ith the practice, or may be applied to 
evade the force of the go^el precepts; 
whatever doctrines loofen the obligations 
of duty, fpeak peace to the finner, or 
flatter him in his fins j thefe cannot be of 
God, or of Chrift, and are carefiilly to 

be avoided as dangerous f '•- — 

confciences. Let us ever' 

more difficult paffages of fcrij 

that are clear and evident, 

that what is neceflary to all, 

to the capacities of all. Le 

thefe into articles of faith, 

obfcure light in our hands, p 

ter into the counfels and de 

viderice, and matters of Ipeci 

are too high forus. The fe^ 

hng Unto the Lord our God: but thofe things 
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Itwttiy a^ldel|ftanding>J tl|c^e m^ the tBh^ 
iuiwi{ belong witp V i^-Jl^ our xbildreH ft>r 
gvtTy that we may do all tfft loofiU^^, fl^ 
law**. The m^fftenes of religion, #8^ 
as.diey are rovtiajted to i|s in the ^fyti, 
;khe doctrine 'o£ r^emption^ a^dthe great 
ialvation iimmgbt ff^r ^s by Jef9» c£rifl; 
are myfteries of godlipe^ ; are di^Agned to^ 
lacfe our ideas of the /divine goodnefs s^n4 
mcxcy, xo excite pur love and gratitude^ 
and to engage all the gen^rpus aie£dpiMi 
cf the heart in his fervice^ to givs us W 
jdue fenfe, of our high calling p Chft^ 
Jefiu, (^ the dignity and honours bflM^ 
ang .to otu* ^hiiitiw profsj^on, and of tiib. 
coain^ce in piety and ^rt<^^ l^hich thef 
require from us. Thef? therefore we ihooli 
contemplate with reverence, ^nd give them 
th^ due in^uence on our minds, till the 
love of God rule in our beartSy and the love 
of Cbrijl confittain us to all holy obedience^ 
and to abound in every good word and voork. 
When our futh is thus made perfect; in 
Jiolinefs, when it has fpiritualized our af- 
feftions, and raifed them from the things 
on earth to things above, when it has cap- 

tivate4 

* Deut. y^xix. 29. 
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tivated every Aought itito ot^ence^.and 
made us ftedfaft and immovable in the 
work of the Lord, we may then hope to^\ 
be accepted in the beloved, and through 
his merits to be received as good and 
faithful fervants into the joy of our Lord. 
But till this good work is wrought or be- 
gun in us, our faith is vain^ mfe are yet in 
6tir fins. *Gur faith inr Chrift, inftead of 
paftLfyingus, wiir aggravate our guilt, and 
increafe our condemnation. In a word, 
fet us imitate the life before we prefiime t» 
truft in the merits of Chrift, and beatf 
^cr in our minds that caution of ti&e 
Apoftle : Little children^ let m man deceim 
ffm : he that doetb right e$ufnefs is rightto^^ 
even as be who fulfilled all righteo^kejs U 
righteous. ♦ 

♦ I John ilk 7# 
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PASTORAL ADVICE, 



(J O U ire now (?3Ued, my y<»|i)s 
G> friends, to perfqrm a dij^ or 
yH great fonftquqice in the reli^i- 
».)0()^)ltjrf ops life : ^nd i^ is my 4elff«, ^ 

well ?^s my dijty, tp affift you in pfjjanij^ 
for it, 

If you have read over the office of Con- 
firnjation;^ in your CopimoAPrayef JBook, 
you h^ye feen that the de^gti .qf it j?, <?|f 
yoijr part, to renew aQ4 ratify tl^ covp-t 
nant that was pija-de for yo^ at yoiff jbap- 
tifm i and to take upon yourfelves.th^ vpw 
^d projnijfe w^iich w^s then n^ade ip your 
name. It is called confirmation, from your 
then confirming what your God-jfathers 3pdL 
Qod-mpthers di4 for you.. 
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You are now become capable of thinking, 
and afting for yourfelvcs. And fore the 
firft thmg you ought to think c^, is, what 
you were brought into this world to do : 
what the will of God concerning you is -^ 
and what part you are to aft, in order to 
fecure his bleffing and favour both here an^ 
hereafter. This' is what religion teaches, 
and what you have been learning from your 
infancy. You are now to refleft ferioufly 
on the inftruftiqns you have received from 
your pafertts; mafters, ana mlnitters. Atid 
if yoti hearfcen to their advice, and refolve 
to lead a godly and a chriftian life, (as i 
hope all of ybu do,) yoti are here In irhd^ 
moft folemn manner to declare it, ht{ot6* 
God and his church. 

* This then is a critical an4 important pe- 
riod of your life. The diity you ire he/e 
cilletf tb, is to be done but once'; andoii 
the well-doing of it, very much depeinds* 
yout whole happlnefs, both in this life aiid 
the next; Let it th^n be w6ll cohfidererf- 
what you are now doing. You are goitig tQ| 
prbfefs yourfelves chriftians; to enter' into* 
a folemn covenant withtiie God that made 
you, the Lor4 pf heavefi and earth i who 

* hath 
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liath already called you into the kingdom 
of hk dear SCMt, Into his church and family 
here ', and jnvites you to be piutakers of hii 
kingdom of glory hereafter t and to whom 
therefore you here offer and prefent your^ 
felvee, a living facrifice, holy BAd acceptable 
to him : devoting;, from this time, all the 
powers of yoijr mind and body to his fer- 
vice, and promifmg that you will walk 
worthy of this holy vocation, and as be^ 
Cometh the gofpel of Chrift. 

Gonfider then, what it is to be a true 
chriftian. It is to abftain from every kind, 
from all appearance of evil j and to perfeft 
hoUnefs in the fear of God. It is to keep 
yourfelves unfpotted from the world, holy^ 
fober, chafte, andundefiledj as member* 
of Chrift's myftical body, and temples of 
the Holy Ghoft. It is to be followers of 
Chrift, as dear children j ta take up lii?. 
crofs > to refift temptations j to endure af- 
fliaions as good foldiers of Jefus Chrifti to^ 
renounce all worldly pleafure, honour, f^nd 
profit, when your duty calls to it j and to 
live, not like thofe who have hope in this 
life only, but as travellers to a better coun- 
try, and whofe treafure, whofe hope, and 
heritace, is in the kingdopi of hea^en^ 
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All this is implied on foyw ptnii yA t^e 
afV of confirmation. . It ia a iolento dottifsa- 
tion of yourfelv.es to God .add viitue. As 
you were baptized into the ehriftiaa cillisreh, 
by the care of your pirentt, yoxi now be- 
come members of it from kn&wledse tmd 
choice. You tekt Chiift for your har^mid 
Mafter $ and his gofyd for the rule of yo*r 
life, and ^e foundation of di your h<^)es» 
You accept with joy aJid thankfuln^ the 
privileges conferred upon you at baptifm, 
and &e gracious tenajHt of pardpn, peace, 
and eternal lif^ whith are held ou^jro )ii«(u 
in the go^l.. You beg the a4iftanc9 of 
God's grace and Holy Spirit to.^^iftfiirm and 
ftrength^n yipur good rd(^utioRs $ mi pw- 
mife, as you eisp^ his mercy aig^ fayeu^-, 
all holy obedience to his will In all^ngs. 

•This then, is a time for you to Uxik 
around and confider. You are now in the 
han<|s of your own couniet. Ejteini^. ii be- 
fore YOU) and it is kft to your xst^n. choice, 
whether to be haj^y or miierahie.^r-<ver. 
Go4 hath given you the light of H% -goilwl 
to walk by ; hath forewamf d yo^ what 
you are to hope and fear j hath ^eiyo you 
the dangers to which you are ej^ied, anjl 

:" ' • the 
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the means to avoid them ; hath entered you 
early in a courfe of piety and virtue ; hath 
given you already all things pertaining to 
Hfe and godlinefs : and it will therefore be 
your own fault if you bring his curfe upon 
you and not a bleffing. He hath this day 
fet before you good and evil, life and death 
dterhal j and whether of them liketh you 
ihail be given you. 

D4> you then 
knwv that you I 
i&lve to ktq> O 
and to waik in l 
Kfc f I know tl 
I know t:hat whc 
mercies which < 
you ; the great 
Chrift hath done 
hearts bum with 
nothing will be 
the iove of Go( 
But ala&> when 
world, ail thefe 
fail you. Other 
poffeffioin of yoi 
. noife and tumul 
the plea&ires ar 
win be yet apt 

and 
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jjind the Lord th$t bought you» You may, 

in the morning of life, receive the feed of 

Jhe word with joy, ^nd it may fpring up 

^d end\ire for 9 while ; but when the 

fun is up, and temptjitions have gathered 

yet be fcorehed and wi- 

low many do we fee who. 

4U thefe great truths, and 

in practice ? Hpw many, 

a the fame happy (ituation 

tprefent, have fallen from 

r they had kjiown the way 

and tafted the good word 

p pqjyers of the world tq 

iurned away from the holy: 

lelivered unto theru; fiid 

the fpirit, have vejt ended 

This is a fad consideration, and a melan-f 
choly proof of the corruption and depeitful-5 
nefs of the human heart- And this confi- 
deration fhould alarm your fear^, and put 
you upon enquiring, by what means you 
may beft incre^fe ypur fpiritual ftrcngth, 
and fortify yqurfelves agftinft the tempta-r 
tions that you are to encounter. And tiiia 
is the gre?it bulinefs tp which it is my 
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principal defign at prefent to dire£i ypur 
tlioughts and attention. 

Qbferve Aeri, diat good refolutions are 
not enough to make yoii good men. It i§ 
not in your power to make yourfelvej? on a 
fiidden, as good and as virtuous as you 
jiieafe. Good habits muft be formed by 
labour and exercife. The art of living niuft 
be acquired like every other ufeful art, with . 
pains and induftry/ You mu 
Jbme jplan and courfe of life, fc 
tlie government of yourfelves j 
pfrovement of your virtue ; an 
ing againft fin : and thefe mul 
bly 'o^ferved> if you would p 
innocence, or deferve the c 
name of chriftians. 

Many arp the difiicultie 
contend with, and the da 
your way. You are goin 
with little knowledge or e^ 
ati age when the mind is f 
and of hopes that will 
you: when the paffipns ar 
reafon and judgment flill 
fee many bad examples before you, and fome 
perhaps ampn;^ ^hofe vfhom you love and 

efteem; 
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eftcein j who, without d^figning any hargj^ 
pay feduce you into fin, ^n4 bripg you 
into the fame condemnation with them* 
felvcs. You will fee fwea^ing, dfunkennefs 
^nd lewdnefs, ]but little difcouraged j an4 
religion and piety but little countenanced, 



Thus befet from without and dif^rrmecj 
within, you win be in great danger of fall- 
ing. The horror you have conceived for 
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fin, will be apt fboflfito wear ol^; yourloVe 
of 'G6d atid goodiiefs ^o wax cold ; and 
yotir good refolu'tiions to defeVt you, and 
difappieaf' like the fhornmg cloud, and as 
tlie ekrly dew that paflfeth away. 

Sut be not difcoWaged by thefe difficul- 
ties, nor let your hearts be troubled. Fear 
not, little fl 
pleafure to | 
gracious dei 
glory : and 
telves, n<mi 
hatids. Kis 
dtrty, will e 
gofpel is a 
only enjoins 
of coriverfet 
fters^everyi 
make you p 
taito^allgoc 
vers, have 
beauty in.tl 
Into the mi 
as a^model i 

fo excellent and godlike j the 
it addreffes to your love and gr 
to all the generous patffions o 
are fo affectionate and peffuafi , 

tives 
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tives it propofes to your hopes and. fearSi 
fo great and alarming; fo glorious and 
tremdidous 5 fo far more exceeding all that 
we can in thought or imagination con- 
ceive ; that nothing will be able to ftiakci 
your virtue, while you keep thefe in view, 
or preferve the imprefliOK of them frefh in 
your minds. 

his, religion hkth lilcewife pro- \ 
e fpiritual exercifes and facred 
which it has appointed. The 
the word and facraments in the 
congregation of the faints ; th» 
of the fabbath. ais a day of hi>« ' 
ly reft unto the Lord ; the affembliijg of 
ourfelves togefher, to comipemofate the 
gracious a6ls of the Lord, and to fliew 
forth all his prsdfe j thefe are fo many, op* - 
portunities put into ybur hands of growing 
in grace, and in the knowledge and prac- 
tice of all that is good. 

Prayer is itfelf not only &n indilpenfablc *. 
duty incumbent upon all intelligent depen-!* , 
dent beings, and elpecially becoming fallen. . 
and iinful creatures j but is likewife a call 
to every other duty ; a daily monitor to m, 
of the importance and neceffity of a hc'y 

life. 
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fife; It is not only a call to duty, tut a 
formal acknowledgment of our obli^tions, 
and a repeated vow and promife to perform 
it. You cannot confefs your paft fins ta 
God witlfout rfenouncing thiem for* the fu- 
ture;- you cannot cpnfiftently pray that hr 
would not lead you into temptation, with- 
out refolving to avoid and flee from it. 
When you afk forgivenefs^ in the Lord'j 
Prayer, you folemnly engage ta forgive 
every one his trefpafics againft you. Thus 
every prayer, if you attend to it, is a lefTon 
of duty J and is fardier, a powerful affiflr- 
ance m'th'e performance of it. By fetting 
God before you, and carrying- your thoughts 
into the other world, it will raife your af- 
fections above the things of this. By bring- 
ing every fin you have committed, and 
every duty you' have neglefted, before your 
^esj it will warn you where yourwcak- 
nrf» and danger lies, and how befl: to 
guard yourfclves for the future. But be- 
fides all this, it is the certain and appointed 
means of bringing God's blefling and aflift- 
ance, to ftrengthen your weak endeavours, 
andt« fupport and comfort you in all the 
feverer trials of virtue. If ye being evil, 
faith our blefled Lor4, give gpod gifts 

unto 
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tnib ydlir childrai, how ukkIi more ihaU 
^eonr heaV«My Fal^ia: give ^ "holy ^pkk 
to them that a& him. ' 

The Sabbath is teade a 4ty of rdt from 
all your labours, not only that you «m^ 
attend upon the LoMl wiftiMit d^ai^on; 
but for your ittf>rov«f)ieiit \8i «6ft»e »i4 
holjnefs of life; to^^cve yoia kiiifcire^ and 
to make it a cbzty in you, to refl«^ on 
your fpiritual tioncems; to tbirtk on 4I10 
motives and oblations to duty, -and «e 
apply thefe to your .own ciiicmi^aQiBeb 'a«i 
perfons. The publick du^ of the 4iiyV 
which you are rdigiouAy boon^ l»«tttsin^' 
will aiot £ail to bring all «h^ to yedr 
thoixghts, ;uid will be the maik Jptmm^oM 
means to in^rint a &ilfe of ^qh >de<^ 
and ftrongly on the mind, ^ut !?(!&«■ 
this, it will4)e jhous and f>rudent.taidi0l: 
a.part of the remainkg d^ to r0i^mmt 
and the clofbtj to examine the •!&aeb «i|f 
your taSaaidsi what your taiie^Aiaraiiltf^ 
with refpeft to God and |l«ti|pioni mA 
what progre& you ihaye ^nade, w^nAiidMr 
yon hare gone back in the way$iOf <viFCiie. 
This will Arengtfien and cots&m. joar-gooA 
refolutions, and have the ha^ieft^iflfluMioe 
on your life and practice. 

In 
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In the holy communion, vvrhich it will 
be your duty henceforward to attend, the 
great doftrines and motives of religion are 
again brought, in all their force and in- 
fluence, before you. The love of God to 
mankind, in fending his Son into the 
World, that all who believe and obey hifn 
fliould have eternal life 3 the life and ex- 
ample, the fufferings and death of our 
bleffed Lord, as they are here reprefented 
to your thoughts, will, if devoutly con- 
traiplated, raife in you every fentiment of 
love and duty to God your redeemer and 
ianflifier, as well as your creator and pre- 
ferver j will fill you with a hatred and ab- 
horrence of fin ; will ftrengthen your faith 
^ul hope, and every virtuous and religious 
principle within you. The commemorati- 
on of Chrift, our Lord and lawgiver, our 
mediator and interceflbr, under whatever 
charai6l:er or relation we reprefent him to 
ourfelves, carries in it fome affefting mo-. 
tive, and is a powerful call to repentance, 
amendment and holinefs of life. 

- Thus religion trains up her fons, by ex- 

ercile and diligence, to wifdom and virtue. 

Dd The 
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The ordinances i 
clifcipHne, intend 
the faints, arid tli 
Chriff r and whic 
W attended; to le 
' lb. ftrcngth, until 
tian life and temj 

Let me then p 

beft vfe of thefe r 

punftual in the ol 

gious duties :- jam 

aredefigned, to y( 

tn pie,ty and evei-y 

A even 

[n youi 

» t and- 

iptyo 

It your 

h^ chu 

._^._^_, ___ j^aft i 

munin^ With yoli 

tuere to review yo 

arm yourfelyes'w 

reform what iias b 

every thing that ! 

Be pi'cparecbvvith c 

ajpjproach the tab! 



and 
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and prefejTt yourfeivcs, your fouls and ba- 

-*l^ djjBs^ ;t<> Ij^^^ reafonablc, holy, and lively 

"^^acnfice untoGod/ Encourage every fen- 

4uncnt of lioly .^ove and gratitude, that 

' \ wjll then wife within you. And when you 

'^^n^^hd in the congregatioigi amongft your 

c ^ jbrfdircn, \yhom God hath made your com- 

.^^*f)aeian6 through Hhis journey of life j with 

''Tyk<Jm you are united, as one body, in 

Jbrc2^ng the fame bread of life, and drink- 

ii^ the fame ipiriti^al cup ; let every kind 

aiFcftion of charity and brotherly love fake 

ceep root, and prevail and rule ip your 

And let not thefe duties be thought a 
li^ or vmrcafanalHc iervice. Experietice 
M^ii ipo^ convince you, that they are Qaly 
and deli^tful in pra£):icc: and they will 
Jidp to make every other duty eafy and de- 
' Ughtful. Bnt if you rcfolve ij^on a life of 
virtue, .j<?|i mueft refolve to ufe the means 
4iat: ar^ n > attaui it. If you would 

^xnrc at perfeftioh, you muft 

bui|^;upQ a principles, and gp t^ic 

¥way to ii chriftianity directs. t£ 

yqvL duif9.iiie Lord, for your 'God, . aijd «!- 
peft h^wnen for your reward^ you muft ule; 
Dd.2 all 
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all diligence to work out your . falvatipn, 
and to make your calling and eleftion fure. 
You muft indeed be prepared to facrifice 
every thing to your duty, to fubmit every 
paffion and appetite, the love of pleafure, 
the fear of pain, and every nxotion of fdf- 
lovej to reafon and confcience. But, even 
tlie greateft of thefe difficulties, to minds 
w^ell formed and difciplinedj will appear 
little, and will be more than balanced by the 
pleafantnefs and peace, which ever attejyl 
the ways of wifdom and virtue. You vvjll 
rejoice, if called to it, to fxiiFer troubles 
and perfecution, and thro* tribulation .to 
enter into the kingdoni of heaven. '^']\ 

But in the ordinary courfe of things,^a 
little, care and attention in the early part of 
life will make the yoke of religion always^ 
eaty, and it's burden always light. God 
hath^ formed our mindsf for virtue ; ha£h 
made us naturally to love and reverence it. 
The, firft commiffion of lin is always a vio- 
lence offered to our reafon and confcience. 
And (hame and remorfe are the certain 
confequences attending it. If therefore we 
are careful to guard our innocenice for a 
time, and cherifh thefe feeds of virtue, our 
good difpofitions will grow into habits ; 

the 
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the principles of religion vviU became per- 
manent, and rooted in the . ipind -, oyir 
' faith and truft in God will be evei] awake 
and aftive in our breafts, r?ady.tQ oppofs 
to every temptation, and to give i)s tjie 
viftory over the world. It is indeed to our 
own floth and ca^ ejeffn^fs that the tempta- 
tions of the world owe moft of their fprc^ 
and influence j, and the greatefl difficulties! 
of virtue are generally of our ovvn mak/ng. 
We fuffer bad hatbits tp grow- up and get 
ftrength within us, and it is then difficult 
to reduce *and conquer them. Our appe-* 
tites and paffions become inflamed and for^ 
tified by fmful indulgences, and then all 
our reafon and refolutiqn will be fcarce fu£-r 
fieient to reftr^n them, 

It is therefore of unfpeakabl( 
to guard' the firfi years of yc 
danger, till virtue has got the 
on, ^nd efliabliflied it's ^mj 
beart. And this will m^ake th 
duty a pleafure, and giv? joy 
to all your future days. For g 
the promife of the life that now is, as well 
as of that which is to come. God is not ^ 
|\a|-d taik-maft^r, requiring unnepelTary fe^ 
" D 4 3 verines, 



Digitized 



by Google 



[ 374 J j . ., 

veiiti<i9 it bur haAiA. His laws artinUom 
and goodn^fs ; en^ntng hothii^ Iwtt wHtLt 
is reafonabte^and e^c^ientj andorownelital 
to our iiaturd- j ndtJimg bat wtet k good 
both for ourftlves atid-others : ni^hkig but 
what prudence attd atfentkm wifl aai^e 
eify, and cUftom dfilightfbl in pmOiecri 
which wifl fecude us the np^foQAvm.Qf 
our own he^rW, afidthc loVc and- veftcem 
of the world about Ud ; w^" bring ><^c(vm 
fhe bleffing of ^Gbd andf his grace, t© ^ft 
ami Airport us here, and fit tia»forAfo 
Hiigidoni 6f gfoiry hereafter. Oni&tDdth*^ 
han4 if we defert the fervict ofof?9d,f^ 
g^^(8 aAd biefinig wiH be wi!thdJfavnHj|r««9 
ii^. ' 'Att the joys of rcKgibw wil»;iferfidse 
ui," ahd guilt and anxiety fuccced'^ thsi? 
^poih. We fhal! forfeit all thppuJcer;pJ«ar 
ftiif^ of the naJn^, ar*d gain- p^jTjinMfJs^ 
tliahj(e for tliem,'luch as dfegrade and.^e^ 
biaifel'oUr liature ; fiich as biing Baimim^ 
regret, pollution and defHemcn* sahang^s^^ 
fhtftii and leave a ftarful Ifcioking^ibr .^ 
jii^giment behind" them. ' -".» !o ^/ i>; 



Be perfuaded then, and rcfidved;, to^re- 
'piember your creator in the days of yplu' 
"youth. Let the beft of your days, the 

flower 
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flower of your ^e, and the firft fruits of 
yote- life, he Go^'e ; SW^tJ^S' will .h^im 
dSsf^g, th«uJ<^ ym^l'^ h'^tl^^, ^? 
iB«#.|>teafiiigi»hts.figl%^ g^«Dcmber,,^at, 
e«4;^ tte Being ?»rttfe..whom yw liaY<5 
t^ %y, tktsit wi^ hiH>, Sione you, ar^.,^q 
stcd(8»»iiti < and wkl>.. Um «IPft : ccrt^iwly^ 

fecret tWng, whether it4>e good, «»: wjer 
thcr it be evil. Remember, that yop fre 
not bom for a day, but for eternity ^;|h^ 
this Jifp is only your prep^ation fi:^,f 99, 
ther, and that the mpre you do, and gj% 
fet here for righteoufiiefe fakfi, t 
will b^ your reward hfarf ^f' ) 
jttemhcr that for ^ t:l*».privileges 
:^ik1 afiftances you haye received 
ven, higher improv^Eftents in vin 
expeaed'frQjn yow. If after aU.the.wws 
and refoi^taons you havenwde, ,you je|.M 
from duty i the guUt pf every fin \#^ha 
increafed* ^4 it wiU b€: more d^ffiw)t h^|9f 
'after^.tci.t^cnew ypurfelves agam untp,/|r 
pentance. ■ |f yott ev^r draw back fromtO,^ 
fervice of God, his foul will have no plea, 
fare ih yPu. And therefore, let me tak^ 
my leave of you, with the folema l)ene- 
diaion and reUgious admpnition, which 
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David left as his laft advice to his fbn 
^SoIomon : * An^ now, my fon, know thou 
the God of thy fathers, and ferve him with 
a perfeft heart, and with a willing mind : 
for the Lord fearcheth all hearts, and 
underftandeth all the imaginations of the 
thoughts ; if thou feek him, he' will be 
found of thee ; but if thou forfake him, 
he will caft thee off for ever/ 



1? 
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p R A YE R /a 

: : r o s. , ■' • •«'■'■■ 
Y O U N G PER SO K S. - 

I Bow mjr knees before the God ah^ 
JFather of my Lord Jefus Chrift, iij k 
thankful fenfc of his grace and mercy, in 
calling me to be a member of his fpiritual 
kingdom on earth 5 and bleffing me with 
the hopes of his eternal kingdom in hea- 
ven. O that I may live worthy of this 
holy vocation wherewith I am called, of 
thefe immortal hopes which, are placed 
before me. 

Thou knoT^eft, Lord, thp ygry feqrets of 
my Jieaft, and with what fincerity, ardour, 
and true devotion, I offer up thefe thoughts 
unto thee. May thy grace and holy fpl- 
rit be ever prefent with me to flablifli, 
flrengthen, fettle, thefe refolutions within 
me* And let not thine abundant goodnefs 
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|>e loft or bdlowed in vain upon me : for 

itliefi bfttqr j»a[4;ijt>efn thai :hh^yigtj[^ 

jjcnowii the gofpd qf thy Son. 6 let me 

aniwer thy joying kiadfitCs anid paerpy, by 

a life of hpUnefs, purity, an4 feryent d>air 

fStfi Ad jby a perft^ reffgnatiofl >of d5§?^ 

felf and ajl that is withip me^ fei iRylidf 

win in all things, Let pici hf ^er-^btiid!* 

iiil of thy covenant, and of phit vqf^s^f^Mf^ 

i haver made to fcrye and pbey ^lieeV - j 

have (worn, an4 1 will perfprjia it^ te^keeg 

thy' jrirfiteous judgn^ent?. May -fhif ia^ 

Bkhl fe' mf deTight i ^nd tlek'to ftC^diy 

feWed' oVdlhinces, that ^y a" coif^t '^- 

ttrixkftde" dii the Offices aind K6Iy^c6iSS^ 

jiM 6f %' diufch, my fKo^»^^ft-^ 

4ffd?fe>ti? riiajf ]ie' raifed froifi -e^^ -^ 

^^<*ffl^ dt»j«^s ; • that iny coiScleStee iSiSf 

H'aiJi^Jce ^o eve^y ipaiQ of diify 5 fed-'tK^t 

iTiS^ '«e m- Righeft' prcato fd-pleafe 

te/imf fim «id daily cafe never 16 d/^ 

f^te, ■ ■■'■ ■ ■ ^ ■ ■ '•'■^- .^-■--- 
:•»•■: 1 ts'-T i ■ . : ^ -■• ^. joint ,;h:;. 

T' 'OXwdGotf,- keep this for eV«'m'<she 
iriaaj^fiation of* the thoughts of^thfr heart 
pT fliy fervant, an(f ilablifk myhpirtliAtQ 



^ MOfelf- 
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A M O R >n N O^ P R A X B Kiv^k 



t...... 




LORD, tc 

^ery .coihf 
^raf thatloisyl 
dep^dence isipOQ 
have refexvedl frc 
that ilo action, ys 
tinknowft w the? 
^ftics earefcd tO t 
^at 15 right. 2 
\^j,(>itt me 
dQtie$ w^h mvd 
iGrant dwit J may 

'ia my thpughts, that thy favour ist^gl^^fcj 
be obt^ed by the holmeis pf my J^fe^, a^(| 
by doing i^ |t all the goQd iif nff -^fiY^fr 
JLet it b$ ever iri my heart fpi dp ^ ijj^ 
oifices, and to pr(»note p^ace M/iAagg^ 
neis ampng ray neighbours. May I be truJi 
andfeit^fv^l tp all my engagements }y«r||fcir 
ally tp the pronufes and vows o£ o&pd^Qp 
which I h^ve made to thee — tp gpvem my 
pafHpns — tP correft in myfelf every viqioi?^ 
inclination -^ to keep my body in tempe- 
rance, fbberriefe and chauftity — to be truQ 
^d }\i^ in all my dealings — and to dq 
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«nt6 others what I fhould, in their cafe, 

€*peft them to do unto me. Give me health 

tmd ftrength cJbearfpUy to go through the 

duties of my .cklling. Blefs the labour of 

ttiy hands, and accept < 

try, as a part o( the du 

well- as to my family ai 

tmnptations of pleafure 

of my honefty and vir 

and the hope of thy e 

J>9 happy in whatever 

art pleafed to place me 

jtty cortifort, my refu^; 

cir^umftances 5 thra'y^ 

Bri whofe name and w 

mankind j Our Father ^ 

; An EVENING PRAYER. 

luORD, who haft preferved me this 
day, I blefs thee for thus cohtmmrig 
thy care of, ^nd gpodiiefs to me. ' Grant 
that I may'fhew my thankfulnefs, by riiy 
fincerc endeavours to perform thy will in 
all things.. I moft humt^y beg forgivehefs 
of evciy fin that I ha^ve committed- and 
it is likewife my moft earfteft prayer that I 
■' '": / ' may 
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may never fo dangeroUfly deceive, myielfg. a? 
to think thou wilt forgive my. fins> if I dp 
not forfake them. Let it be my firmeftib^ 
lief that , nothing can recominend me toithf, 
favour, if I do not lead an holy and ufef^J 
life y and that when J allow myfelf in any 
kin4 of ^ guilt, even my prayers will be an 
abomination to thee. Give me grace ff> tp 
live, as always in thy prelence : and fmce 
all my a(^iohs apd thoughts are kncwn t^ 
theer l^t me neither: in deed or will be 
guily of a.ny thing that can difpleafe th?^ 
JEnable me toimprove in virtue and.gpod^ 
npfs Si to CQir^S: in rriyfelf every bad, Jjiftbit, 
and tQ refift every vicious inclination^ May 
nothing difturb my reft this night. VdUichi 
fafe me fuch rcfrefhing fleep, as may fit me 
for the, duties of the following, day. ,T^iq^ 
alone knoweft how near my death may be ; 
and as every day brings me nearer tp it, 
grant that I may become every day fitter 
for it. Profper all who have done me!ga6d^ 
pardon all who have defigned me evit : \ui4 
gf ant) that , we may at lafl: meet inpe^ce 
and loye in thy eyerlafting kingdom, thra'' 
Jejus Chrift our. Lord and. Saviout; in 
whoCe name and words I farther pray : Our 
Fi^tber^\Scc ' 

A PA- 
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Avf»ARAPHRASE upttii tfee^ 

XfQ & V • FRAY E R v: . ; 

.■..'.. .- -, '. .•. .' ■ • ■ . V '■''• 

Tp be ufei ip* Family or an Fn^fate^.; 



r.r-ju 



EXeRNAL Fath< df ^lipf[i tlw, 
; whole F-amily in Heaveii ^ao^ Ea^^ 
is, ji^med, permit, vs among ijif- iMlire;!^ 
to.jiyproiach. -l^e t^one of thy ^;^«^ j; fg4 
c^piwwt; ourfcivcs to thy piJote^gn j -^^i^ 
toi;eCijsn.aU ourcates and interelb into^t^; 
ha^ of. tl^ fathsiiy poovideai^^ .^lay^l 
thyqrs^twes, ,w^w>m tiiouhaft-iaadt^ciapai^, 
ble^of /W9r0iip|wg and Serving fhee, odof^A 
jN^frias^mcei3a?f]D&:uu<pti^^ an4; 
ccojid^g^e 4dl tfie poivefs and &pultUs of; 
thl^ ^^^l>9 to thy Ibcvice. .Gra;9t;^4hat ali 
jx^l^nid. may $oine to the 4caow|/^4ge :$^^ 
ihy; ti!ue4 lel^nj <that the JcinD^^f^ 
€^l);^ay be ea^nded over all .thejeeu^^j^ 
and;t|be et^mai la^s of {uet^y^ o|N^i^ 4(i4ii 
fismperanee, be eftab^ihed tiirom^u^^j^f^, 
"whole world. Grant that aU vviK^.prolM^ • 
th^. thy true religion, may Uvev in |>qRi^.^ 
o|(^ience. to it's laws; and as tlxqi^ iiaiT 

given 
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giv^n ws to a^ire to heftven far our re-* 
ward, 4^ *os tnafce -eveiy.4ietwt*ly;,i«^^ 
our aim 5 and cndeavcmr aftei: tJiat pcrifec- 
tioA wl««h thoH baft ttlaSs diffinfodB, iW^' 
aeknowl^^ iJ^ all things ^ur; tlej)endc|icc 
upon thee, akd that every ^momctot wte Ihb^ 
fift by «hy bounty. Let thy good provi- 
dence, Whieh hath Ihatfewto j^ferved us, 
be ftill o«r guide and fopport, fupplyingu* 
with all things tlw* »eiieedful'forus y thai 
wfe ttijiy pitfs through this life without anxi^ 
ety, and employ all our cares in preparing 
ffer a better. Let a fenfe of our own imfir-' 
n^es, and of that mercy and compaffldff 
which %e^^nt and implore at thyhands,^ 
in^irc'Ss with i^^ekilefs a»d humility, antf 
with teftdernefs and compaffion for the in-?* 
firmities of each other : and pardon, we bc^ 
feech thie,; the many fins we have cotnmif-^ ' 
ted, the many negledts of our duty towards 
tfeee J *is we f Foiii our hearts for^ve^thofe 
thit have injured or offended agdinftf its. 
And aflSft us by thy grace, iagainft all fu-* 
ture tettiptations, whether of the world, the ' 
fiefh^ or the devil. Let np vain confidfeilce 
in our own ftrength, tempt us to negleft 
thofe means which thou haft appointed to' 
guard and ftrengthen our virtue. Let not 
our paft iniquities provoke thee to withdraw 

thy 
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thy holy fpirit from us: but let thy pro-^ 
vidence work together with us, that by 
watchfulnefs and prayer, and the duties of 
religion, we may keep ourfelves true to thy 
fervice, and from falling under the domi- 
nion of fin and fatan : Thou that art the 
Sovereign difpofer of all events, and whofe 
kingdom ruleth over all ; from whofe pow- 
er all things have their beginning, and in 
whofe glory all things end, jimen. 



THE END. 



N. B. A fmall Edition of this Trafi is printed in 
'i2mo. Price 2d. or lis. a hundred. 
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